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Introduction 
 
The Asian American Studies Task Force (AASTF) is committed to the promotion of Asian American Studies at 
Yale, as well as the hiring and tenuring of more faculty of color.  While recognizing that Yale has made efforts to 
expand its course offerings related to East Asia, and specifically China and Japan, the AASTF feels strongly that 
similar attention needs to be given to scholarship in other areas of Asia as well as the greater Asian diaspora.  Many 
other colleges and universities across the U.S. have gradually begun to recognize the academic merit of Asian 
American Studies and have begun to satisfy the academic interests and demands of its students.  The AASTF 
believes that Yale has a responsibility to uphold its reputation as a leading institution of higher education by 
addressing the concerns of its students and providing greater opportunities for ethnic studies. 
 
Founded in the 1970s, the AASTF is now a subcommittee under the Asian American Students’ Alliance (AASA), an 
umbrella organization comprised of member groups CASA (Chinese American Students Association), KASY 
(Korean American Students at Yale), SAS (South Asian Society), TAS (Taiwanese Students Association), ViSA 
(Vietnamese Students Association), and affiliate groups JASU (Japanese American Students Union) and MSA 
(Muslim Students Association).  As a component of AASA, the AASTF likewise strives to embrace the broader 
interests and goals of the member organizations and seeks partnerships with other committees promoting greater 
diversity and attention to ethnic studies in the design of academic programs and opportunities at Yale.  In light of 
this goal, the AASTF has already collaborated with SASAC, the South Asian Studies Action Council, and A, the 
Association of Asian/Pacific Islander American Graduate Students of Yale University. 
 
Asian American Studies is not a major at Yale; currently, the extant opportunities for the academic study of Asian 
American issues consist only of a concentration in Asian American history and culture within the American Studies 
Department or within the Ethnicity, Race, and Migration Program, which can only be chosen as a second major.  
These two options, however, are deceiving, as Yale currently offers only a few introductory-level survey courses on 
Asian American Literature and Asian American History; opportunities for engaging in upper-level academic inquiry 
and research are highly limited.  During the 2003-04 school year, the two professors who typically teach these 
introductory courses were both on sabbatical, and thus Asian American Studies virtually disappeared from the Yale 
Programs of Study.  The current status of Asian American Studies is too tenuous to satisfy the interests and needs of 
the student body. 
 
Before moving forward in vocalizing our advocacy of Asian American Studies on campus and meeting personally 
with faculty members and administrators, the AASTF wanted to ensure that it had conducted a comprehensive 
review of existing opportunities for Asian American Studies at other schools, both to inform ourselves and the 
students at Yale of the enormous potential and possibilities for Asian American Studies, and to confirm Yale’s 
inadequacy in this field, relative to many other colleges and universities. 
 
This publication is a compilation of research conducted by members of the AASTF over the course of the Fall 2003 
semester.  This database documents the status of Asian American Studies at 32 other colleges and universities across 
the United States.  For each school researched, information was sought regarding specific type(s) of AAS programs 
and facilities available, history of development of Asian American Studies, faculty, and course offerings.  This 
publication is an initial effort to locate precisely how Yale measures up against other colleges and universities across 
the United States.  We encourage you to browse through this compendium and familiarize yourself with all that 
Asian American Studies as an interdisciplinary field entails and to use this database as a platform from which to 
consider the role of ethnic studies on college campuses and the different emphases various schools have placed on 
this issue. 
 
We hope that this provides a foundation for discourse among and between students, faculty, and administrators.  If 
there are any questions regarding this publication or the general objectives and efforts of the AASTF, please do not 
hesitate to contact our 2003-04 chair, Connie Chan, at connie.chan@yale.edu.  We always welcome suggestions, 
new members, and collaborations with other groups pursuing similar goals. 
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Preface 
Letter from the Chair 
 
The University of California, Berkeley offers 43 courses for the 2003-04 school year under its Asian American Studies 
Department, which offers both a Major and Minor degree programs.  This year, Yale University offered no courses in Asian 
American studies.  Many may rightly claim that this disparity can be explained by UC Berkeley’s 42% Asian undergraduate 
student enrollment, versus Yale’s 13%.  These statistics may speak truthfully, but such defenses tread on precipitous principles; 
moreover, they do not offer a sufficient explanation for Yale’s omission of such an important academic field.  NYU has a rather 
comparable 14% Asian undergraduate population, yet in 1998 it established a new Minor degree Program in Asian American 
Studies that offers nearly 20 courses annually, and it is now pushing to institutionalize a Major degree.  The University of 
Wisconsin-Madison sports a 4% Asian undergraduate population, yet it too offers an undergraduate Certificate in Asian 
American Studies through its Asian American Studies Program, instituted in 1991 as a result of student-faculty coalition efforts 
and thereby becoming the first of its kind in the Midwest.   
 
Regardless of these percent-enrollment analyses, the larger issue at stake has nothing to do with number justifications, which 
ultimately imply that 1) the academic field of Asian American Studies is only of concern to students of Asian descent and would 
only appeal to such a demographic group, and 2) the University should determine which departments to sustain by the numbers 
of enrolled undergraduates in the program.  The University certainly does not intend to uphold the second of these claims: more 
than a few departments can be cited as having low undergraduate enrollment numbers.  The Geology and Geophysics department 
services only 11 undergraduate majors; Linguistics, 11; Women’s and Gender Studies, 10; French, 5; Medieval Studies, 5; 
Renaissance Studies, 3; Astronomy, 1.  I doubt that anyone could construct a compelling argument for dismantling any of these 
programs, and I think that Yale rightfully prides itself for supporting such departments, regardless of their enrollment numbers.   
 
I would like to be equally persuaded that the University does not abide by the first claim any more than it does the second.  The 
University, however, has yet to show evidence that it recognizes the academic merit of Asian American Studies and values the 
persistent voice of students on campus who have been lobbying for increased opportunities to study it since the 1970s, when the 
first Asian American Studies Task Force was initially formed. 
 
Universities across the nation, even excluding California, have gradually begun to acknowledge the importance and value of 
Asian American studies as a field of academic research and inquiry, often as a consequence of student-faculty coalition efforts.  
As noted, prestigious schools such as Cornell, UPenn, and University of Texas, Austin, have established undergraduate 
Minor/Concentration degrees in Asian American Studies within the past 5 years, and our neighboring schools, such as UCONN 
and Wesleyan, are in the midst of launching initiatives for institutionalizing formal degree programs in Asian American studies.  
The movement has rooted itself in countless other colleges and universities across the nation, showing strong bases in schools 
such as the University of Maryland and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
Yale does offer a strong East Asian Studies and East Asian Languages and Literatures program, and it also offers a unique 
interdisciplinary program in Ethnicity, Race, and Migration, which can be studied as a second major.  In response to collective 
student and faculty initiatives, the University has recently begun grouping South Asia Studies and Southeast Asia Studies under 
independent headings in the Yale College Programs of Study (the Blue Book), though neither has yet been developed into a full-
fledged degree program.  Despite these noteworthy advances in the recognition of Asian and race studies, however, Asian 
American Studies as a discipline in itself continues to be profoundly underrepresented among the academic programs offered at 
Yale, and this prolonged oversight is a great discredit to the University’s mission to be an institutional leader in academic 
integrity, breadth, and progressiveness.   
 
For the purposes of promoting the general study of Asian American Studies, we have advertised 5 general ethnic studies classes 
in the Fall 2003 semester and 2 such courses in Spring 2004 as ‘Asian American’-related courses.  The scanty total of 7 “Asian 
American studies” courses for the 2003-04 school year, however, is derived only if we construe ‘Asian American studies’ in the 
broadest possible sense to include courses such as AMST 189 “The Formation of Modern American Culture” and SOCY 366 
“Race, Racisms, and Social Theory.”  The two standard introductory courses in strictly Asian American studies, “Introduction to 
Asian American History” and “Introduction to Asian American Literature,” taught in recent years by Profs. Mary Lui and Sanda 
Lwin, respectively, are not being offered this year while both professors are on sabbatical.  The entire scholastic representation of 
Asian American studies at Yale has hinged on Prof. Lui and Prof. Lwin in recent years, and in their one-year absence, the 
University has failed to ensure continuity in even the most minimal and fundamental of academic opportunities in the field. 
 
Without even having a reliable guarantee of introductory level survey courses being offered every year, it seems almost futile to 
address the need for upper-level seminars.  Yet without the opportunity for study of advanced topics and the intellectual rigor of 
more sophisticated research, the discipline will never advance.  Asian American Studies is not solely the study of Asian 
American history, but rather a project of dynamic interchange between the roots of the past and the perpetually evolving sphere 
of contemporary society.  The field integrates a wide range of disciplines, including history and English literature, but also 
sociology, anthropology, philosophy, religion, music, art, film, political science, law, economics, medicine, urban studies, and 
women’s and gender studies.  The extent of course possibilities does not terminate at “Intro to Asian American Studies.”  NYU 
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offers such seminars as, “Chinatown and the American Imagination,” “Filipino American Exile and Ideas of Homeland,” 
“Constitution and People of Color,” and “Comparative Asian and Black Cinema.” UCONN offers “Critical Health Issues of 
Asian Americans” and “Japanese Americans in WWII,” among others.  UPenn’s diverse courses include “Modernism and the 
Orient,” “Asian Americans in the U.S. Economy,” and “Literature of Muslim America.”   
 
Asian American Studies is a rich, interdisciplinary field of scholarship that both challenges students intellectually and bears 
concrete significance in defining the changing shape of the Asian American community; the formalization of the subject is itself 
an important mark on the cultural, social, and political character of Asian Americans.  Thus, the study of Asian America is a 
symbiotic relationship of constant reciprocity: as the Asian American community continues to develop, so too will the course of 
Asian American Studies evolve, and as the breadth of Asian American Studies grows in academic scholarship, so too will the 
Asian American community progress.  The very fact of institutional recognition will lend a great sense of validation to the voice 
of Asian American students on campus and to the civil equality of Asian Americans in U.S. society at large. 
 
Concomitant to the importance of hosting a strong program in Asian American Studies is the need for complementary research 
facilities and resources.  The Asian American Cultural Center badly requires renovations and is inadequate for supporting any 
form of research institute.  Proper attention to the value of Asian American Studies also mandates the hiring of more faculty who 
can serve as advisors to interested students, who currently are forced to overload the meager handful of Asian American faculty 
with all of their advising needs, including maintenance of the vibrant extracurricular environment on campus.  
 
I understand how easy it can be not to comprehend the profound importance of Asian American Studies at Yale.  Our difficulty in 
recognizing this issue as a priority stems from our own limited academic experiences, from the fact that we ourselves are 
products of a system of education grounded in the western canon.  But if Yale intends to remain a paradigm of academic rigor, 
civic leadership, and multicultural understanding, then it must recognize that Asian American Studies contributes fundamentally 
to our understanding of ethnic diversity and cultural exchange.  Amidst all our increasing talk of globalization, we have been 
remiss in neglecting the experience of our own global citizens, the growing number of those who traverse national borders and 
assume a new amalgamated identity.  If we intend to train the ‘future leaders’ of a globalized world, we would be guilty of 
irresponsible pedagogy were we not to endow the students of Yale University with a deeper understanding of the meaning and 
reality of citizenship, political and cultural identity, and civil liberty for so many Americans often omitted from traditional 
textbooks.   
 
The lackadaisical attitudes towards the need for Asian American Studies at Yale herald a fundamental deficiency in the way 
curriculum is conceived in the United States.  How could one be expected to understand the psychological, social, and political 
implications of the curriculum design without conducting a close reading of psychologist Kenneth B. Clark’s critical studies used 
in the 1954 Brown v. Board desegregation case?   How could one be expected to understand that the recognition of one’s heritage 
by an academic institution imbues students with a sense of validation and self-respect, until one has stood in a 6th grade New 
Haven public school classroom and watched how the 3 Chinese students in the class cheer as members of Yale’s Chinese 
American Student Association enter and announce that they will conduct a presentation on Chinese American heritage?   
 
It is unfair to expect administrators to understand all of this without personal experience.  So I invite the administrators, along 
with all members of the Yale community, to attend the diverse multitude of events that Asian American students are relentlessly 
organizing on their own, bringing guest speakers from various organizations and universities to satisfy the demand for Asian 
American academic scholarship and fill the institutional void here at Yale.  I invite all members of the Yale community to come 
to these events and witness the dedication, vitality, and enthusiasm of students who refuse to allow Asian American Studies to be 
effaced from the canvas of intellectual discourse here at Yale, who recognize that it will ultimately depend on the institutional 
leadership and support of the University to grant Asian American Studies its long overdue place among the academic scholarship 
of Yale, and who continue to place faith in an administration that they trust will not allow their voices to go unheeded. 
 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
        Connie Chan 
        AASTF Chair ’03-‘04 
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NORTHEAST 
 
1. School Name: “Five College Program”: Amherst, Hampshire, Mount Holyoke, Smith College, UMass Amherst 
    Web Address: http://www.fivecolleges.edu/asian_pa/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: The Five College Asian/Pacific/American Studies Certificate Program enables students to 
pursue concentrated study of the experiences of Asians and Pacific Islanders in the Americas. Through courses chosen in 
consultation with their campus program advisers, students can learn to appreciate Asian/Pacific/American (A/P/A) cultural and 
artistic expressions, understand and critique the racial formation of Asian/Pacific/Americans, and investigate how international 
conflicts, global economic systems, and ongoing migration affect A/P/A communities and individuals and their intersections with 
others. Drawing upon diverse faculty, archival, and community-based resources, the Five College program in 
Asian/Pacific/American Studies encourages students not only to develop knowledge of the past experiences of 
Asian/Pacific/Americans, but also to act with responsible awareness of their present material conditions. 
 
-also holds events such as speakers, teach-ins, panels 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: approved for fall 2001 students, exc. UMass Amherst (pending approval) 
 
 c. Method by which it came about:  
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program:  
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Co-Chairs of the Five College Committee for Asian/Pacific/American Studies are Barry O'Connell 
(English, Amherst College) and Joshua Roth (Anthropology, Mount Holyoke College) 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Barry O'Connell English (413) 542-2094 

boconnell@amherst.edu 
Vivek Bhandari South Asian Studies vbhandari@hampshire.edu 
Kimberly Chang Social Psychology (413) 559-5668 

kchang@hampshire.edu 
Lili M. Kim History lmkss@hampshire.edu 
Asoka Bandarage Women's Studies (413) 538-2528 

abandara@mtholyoke.edu 
Karen Cardozo-Kane American Studies kckane@mtholyoke.edu 
Anthony Lee Art (413) 538-2243 

awlee@mtholyoke.edu 
Joshua Roth Asian/Pacific/American Studies Chair, 

Anthropology 
(413) 538-2954 
jroth@mtholyoke.edu 

Jeffrey Santa Ana English 538-2146 (beginning at MHC Spring 
2004) 
jsanta@mtholyoke.edu or 
jjsa@uclink4.berkeley.edu 

Lucas Wilson  lbwilson@mtholyoke.edu  
Floyd Cheung English and American Studies (413) 585-3619 

fcheung@smith.edu 
Peter Gregory East Asian Studies and Religion (413) 585-3304 

pgregory@smith.edu 
Bill Peterson Psychology (413) 585-3764 

bpeterso@smith.edu 
Anne Ciecko Communication (413) 545-6348 

ciecko@comm.umass.edu  
Sally Habana-Hafner Education (413) 545-2933 

srhabana@educ.umass.edu 
Jim Hafner Geosciences (413) 545-0778 
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hafner@geo.umass.edu 
Miliann Kang Womens' Studies and Sociology (413) 545-1922 

kangm@grinnell.edu 
Lucien Miller Comparative Literature (413) 545-0832 

lmiller@complit.umass.edu 
Cathy Schlund-Vials American Studies  
 
 
5. Courses Offered: nb: not a complete listing 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 

Name 
English 
354 

Gender and 
Sexuality in Asian 
American 
Literature 

 Cheung 

SS Chinese Diaspora  Chang 
English Immigration, 

Diasporas, and 
Transnationalism 

 Maira 

Anthro 89 Documenting 
Asian America 

 Maira 

Geoscienc
es 496 

South-East Asian 
Diaspora 

 Hafner 

Women’s 
Studies 

Impact of 
Globalization on 
Women 

 Fahid 

Com 397 Citizenship in the 
Age of Media 

 O’Connell 

Theater 
130 

Contemporary 
Playwrights of 
Color 

 Uno 

    
Hampshire Gender and 

Ethnicity 
This is a comparative history of Chinese Japanese Korean Filipino Pacific 
Islander South Asian Southeast Asian immigrant women and their 
descendants in Hawai'i and the continental United States from the mid-19th 
century to the present. This course takes the approach that learning about the 
lives and experiences of Asian American women is an important and 
integral part of understanding modern American history and we will pay 
particular attention to major economic social and political events in 
American history such as the immigration reform laws the Great Depression 
World War II the Korean war the Civil Rights Movement and the Vietnam 
War which shaped the demographic changes as well as socio-economic 
conditions for Asian American women in American society. Course 
materials represent a variety of disciplines (history anthropology 
ethnography literature) and sources (oral histories memoirs films) that 
contribute to the field of Asian American women's history. 

Lili Kim 

Hampshire Asian Americans 
and the Good War 

Historians have conventionally dubbed World War II as the watershed years 
for Americans. The central aim of this course is to assess that claim 
particularly concerning the lives and experiences of Asian Americans. What 
did World War II mean for Asian Americans on the homefront? Did it bring 
drastic social political and economic changes for Asian Americans as 
historians have claimed? We will consider the racialized political context of 
the homefront in which the treatment of Japanese Americans and their 
internment revealed far more than simple hatred of the enemy. We will pay 
particular attention to the geopolitical differences (and similarities) between 
California and Hawai'i to examine the varied ways and contexts in which 
Asian Americans experienced the crisis of the war. In addition to examining 
historians' interpretations students will contribute to the task of rethinking 
World War II in Asian American historiography through their own primary 
research. 

Lili Kim 
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Smith Writing Women Topic: Asian American Women Writers. The body of literature written by 
Asian American women over the past one hundred years has been 
recognized as forming a coherent tradition. What conditions enabled its 
emergence? How have the qualities and concerns of this tradition been 
defined? What makes a text central or marginal to the tradition? Writers to 
be studied include Amy Tan, Sui Sin Far, Joy Kogawa, Chitra Divakaruni, 
Marilyn Chin, Maxine Hong Kingston, and Jessica Hagedorn. 

Floyd 
Cheung 

Smith Asian American 
Identities 

An intensive exploration of Asian American personal and cultural identities 
through a combination of psychological perspectives and literary analyses. 
How do general theories of identity apply to members of a U.S. minority, 
specifically Asian Americans? What roles do generation, migration, racism, 
gender, sexuality, class, history, and ethnicity play in the formation of 
identity? This seminar will consider these questions and others by pairing 
relevant psychological essays with literature, not to psychoanalyze 
characters but rather to examine how insights from psychologists and 
creative writers contradict, illuminate, and otherwise enliven our 
understanding. Enrollment limited to 20 first-year students. 

Bill Peterson 

UMass Southeast Asia  James 
Hafner 
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1. School Name: Columbia University 
    Web Address: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/cser/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 

a. Program Description: Major in Asian American Studies; Minor degree in Asian American Studies also available, 
through the Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race, which also offers Major and Minor degrees in Latina/o 
Studies.  The Major requires 10 courses; the Minor requires 7.   A sample course of study looks like the following: 

Asian American studies* 

Junior Year 

Fall Semester 

Tagalog  

Introduction to Asian American Studies 

Women and Film  

Black Families  

Spring Semester 

Tagalog 

Asian American Youth Cultures  

History of Islamic Society  

Art in China, Japan, and Korea 

Senior Year 

Fall Semester 

Fall Semester Asian American Literature and Culture  

U.S. Cultural Formations of the 20th Century  

Racialization and the Politics of Culture  

Latina/o Communities in New York City  

Spring Semester 

Asian American Women's Literature and Criticism 

Comparative Study of Constitutional Challenges  

Comparative American Multilingualism  

U.S. Nationalism as a Racial Formation  

What is Asian American studies?  
 
Asian American studies challenges and draws from existing bodies of knowledge and develops new methodologies and theories 
that help structure and explain the positions of Asians within the U.S. social formation. Asian American studies addresses the 
neglect of Asian Americans by traditional disciplines and advances an education reflective of and relevant to the historical and 
contemporary realities of all of America's peoples.  

What are the requirements of the major, and why are they arranged this way?  
 
Asian American studies:  
The major views "Asian America" broadly. Asian Americans comprise diverse peoples from West Asia to South Asia and 
Southeast Asia to East Asia, with widely differing histories and societies, languages and cultures, who have also shared a range 
of similar experiences. The program thus requires students to study Asian Americans comparatively across disciplines. And as 
part of an overall exploration of Asian American experiences, it asks students to understand the articulations of race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexuality, class, and nation (one course in ethnic studies; one course in women's studies).Students must take at least ten 
courses to complete the major. The program's curriculum builds upon the foundational course, "Introduction to Asian American 
Studies," which surveys the methodologies and theories central to the field of study, offers a critical analysis of key concepts and 
texts, and provides a historical overview of Asians in the Americas. In addition, students must take three other courses in Asian 
American studies. Asian American subjectivities are explored in introductory courses on Asian American history, literature and 
culture, and on diasporic and transnational communities and social formations. Advanced courses on gender and sexuality, Asian 
American women, race and art, Asian American youth cultures, and Asian Americans and the law allow students to deepen their 
understanding of Asian Americans and their social locations. The major also requires students to have a working knowledge of an 
Asian language (two semesters or passing a competency examination), and an understanding of Asian history and society (two 
courses). Finally, the program asks students to develop a specialization in a discipline such as anthropology, art, English, history, 
political science, or sociology (two courses).  
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 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Gary Okihiro, Director 
    gyo3@columbia.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Gary Okihiro Director, Prof  
Sandhya Shukla Asst Prof., Anthropology and Asian 

American Studies 
 

 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course 
# 

Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 
Name 

Spring 2004   
ASAM 
W2130 

Arab-American 
Immigration, Society 
and Culture 

This course examines the history of Arab migration to the U.S. by focusing 
on three periods: 1875-1945, 1945-early 60's, and late 60's to present. This 
multidisciplinary course will explore important political, social, and cultural 
events that have occurred in the Arab world that influenced Arab migration 
to the U.S. and how the Arabs have evolved at different levels in America, 
eventually leading to the creation of an Arab-American identity. The goal of 
the course is to provide a wide-ranging framework for the understanding of 
the diverse Arab American communities, including their histories, cultural 
and literary productions, and relationships to other American ethnic 
commuties. 

Nathalie 
Handal 

ENGL 
W3520 

Asian American Lit 
and Culture 

This course serves as an introduction to Asian American literature and 
examines various literary, cultural and socio-political issues vital to different 
Asian communities in the U.S. Included are the writings of Chinese 
Americans, Japanese Americans, Korean Americans, Filipino Americans, 
Indian Americans, Arab Americans, and Vietnamese Americans. This 
course will consider all literary genres and pay special attention to how 
sexuality/gender, race/ethnicity, and class constructs both material 
experiences and the psychic lives of Asian Americans. 

Eric 
Gamalinda 

HIST 
W3595 

History of 
Asian/Pacific 
Americans to 1945 

Covers the experiences of the major Asian ethnic groups in America from 
context and causes of emigration to their varied experiences during the 
migration and settlement periods to World War II. 

Gary Okihiro 

ASAM 
W3935 

Locating South 
Asian Diasporas 

This course will explore the time-space of "South Asian diasporas" through 
local, national and transnational perspectives. To consider the imaginaries 
formed through migration as diasporic is already to suggest that peoples on 
the move see themselves and the world within multiple narratives, just as it 
implies that specific forms of belonging remain powerful long after physical 
dislocations have occurred. 
It is the constituve tension between experiences of multiplicity and desires 
for unity that will shape our inquiry into the social and cultural life of South 
Asians abroad. 

Sandhya 
Shukla 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AASA at Yale   Spring 2004 
Asian American Studies Task Force 
Research Report 
 

 6 

1. School Name: Cornell University 
    Web Address: http://www.aasp.cornell.edu/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Asian American Studies Program, Undergraduate Concentration only 

 a. Program Description: The program's undergraduate concentration affords students an opportunity to develop a 
multidisciplinary approach to the study of Asians in America. The course of study stresses developments within the U.S., but also 
underscores the transnational and comparative contexts of Asian America, and the field's connections with African American, 
American Indian, Latino, and Women's Studies. Students must work with a faculty advisor from among the program's affiliated 
faculty, and must complete at least fifteen (15) units of credits as follows: AAS 110 and two (2) additional courses in Asian 
American Studies ; one (1) course in Africana, American Indian, Hispanic American, or Women's Studies*; and one (1) course 
in East Asian, South Asian, or Southeast Asian Studies.*  

 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): The program encourages and stimulates research on Asian American 
topics. It sponsors activities designed to facilitate dialogue and interchange among faculty from a variety of disciplines and 
departments, and strives to promote collaborative research among its members. To this end, a Research Grants Program has been 
instituted to provide seed money to faculty for research on Asian American topics. The Program sponsors the Cornell Asian 
American Studies Workshop that brings together invited scholars to Cornell to examine with Cornell faculty and students 
annually selected topics. The program publishes selected proceedings and occasional papers. Resources: AA Studies Resource 
Center contains printed and media materials relating to AA issues.  AA Studies Computer Lab. 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Sunn Shelley Wong 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Sunn Shelley Wong Director, AASP; English  
Viranjini Munasinghe Assoc. Prof, Anthropology, AASP  
Derek Chang Asst. Proft, History, AASP  
   
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course 

Name 
Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 

Name 
Fall 2003    
AAS 110 Intro to AA 

Studies 
An interdisciplinary, cross-cultural introduction to Asian American Studies 
focusing on contemporary issues. Major themes include: identity and stereotypes, 
gender, family, community, education, migration and labor, and anti-Asianism. 
Coverage is given to both Hawaii and the U.S. mainland, and to Chinese, 
Filipinos, Hawaiians, Japanese, Koreans, South Asians and Southeast Asians. 

Derek Chang 

AAS 210 Soph Sem: 
South Asian 
Diasporic 
Locations 

This interdisciplinary course, with an emphasis on anthropology, introduces 
students to the multiple routes/roots, lived experiences, and imagined worlds of 
South Asians who have traveled to various lands--Fiji, South Africa, Mauritius, 
Britain, Malaysia, the United States, and Trinidad--as well as within South Asia 
itself, at different historical moments. The course begins with the labor 
migrations of the 1930s and continues to the present. We compare and contrast 
the varied expressions of the South Asian Diaspora to critically evaluate 
transnational identity. 

V. 
Munasinghe 

AAS 211 
 
cross-
listed as: 
AMST 
266 
 

Race and the 
American 
City: Reading 
San Francisco 
and New 
York 

This course will introduce students to the work of twentieth-century African 
American and Asian American writers who are based, or whose writings are 
based, in San Francisco and New York City. Students will also be introduced to a 
range of historical, geographical, sociological, and philosophical literature that 
addresses the ways in which space enters into the constitution and conduct of 
social life in urban centers. How do societies organize space, and whose interests 
are served by particular spatial configurations? In what ways, and by what means, 

Sunn Shelley 
Wong 
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ENGL 
266 
 
WOMNS 
266 

are spaces gendered or racialized? In this course, we'll be looking at how power 
and discipline are written into the apparently neutral spatial organization of our 
lives as social beings. We'll be looking at the genealogy of the acialization of 
space that goes variously by the names of "Chinatown," "barrio," or "ghetto." 
We'll be asking how race configures the urban environment and how the urban 
environment configures race. How do spatial relations generate racial meanings 
and racial formations? What is the role of spatial organization in the production 
of racial categories, and how have writers articulated this process? The readings 
for the course will draw on a number of disciplines: literature, city planning, 
cultural geography, history and sociology. Imaginative writing will make up 
approximately 60-70% of the readings. 

AAS 212 American 
Diversity in 
the 20th 
Century 

This seminar offers an in-depth analysis of diversity in America during the 
twentieth century. It uses local case studies and examines national discourses to 
investigate the experiences of people in an increasingly diverse nation. It also 
explores contests over the meaning and role of “diversity” in 20th century 
American politics. Course materials include some of the most significant 
monographs recently published as well as primary documents. 

Derek Chang 

AAS 303 Asians in the 
Americas: A 
Comparative 
Perspective 

This course will examine the dynamics behind group identity, namely ethnicity, 
by comparing and contrasting the multicultural experience of Asian populations 
in the Caribbean and the United States. Ethnographic case studies will focus on 
the East Indian and Chinese experiences in the Caribbean, and the Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Indian and Filipino experiences in the United States. The 
comparative method will be used to deconstruct the popular notion that ethnicity 
is a uniform phenomenon by emphasizing not only the diversity in expressions of 
ethnic identity between "Asians" in the North American and Caribbean contexts, 
but also among the different ethnic groups in each region. 

Viranjini 
Munasinghe 

AAS 424 Asian 
American 
Communities 

This seminar offers in-depth analysis of Asian American communities. Beginning 
in the mid-nineteenth century and ending with late-twentieth century 
examinations, this course uses the community study as a lens to explore the 
development of Asian America. It focuses on themes of collective strategies of 
resistance to discrimination as well as tensions within Asian American 
populations. Course materials include some of the most significant monographs 
recently published as well as primary documents. 

Derek Chang 

AAS 479 Ethnicity and 
Identity 
Politics: An 
Anthropologi
cal 
Perspective 

The most baffling aspect of ethnicity is that, while ethnic sentiments and 
movements gain ground rapidly within the international arena, the claim that 
ethnicity does not exist in any objective sense is also receiving increasing 
credence within the academic community. How can something thought "not to 
exist" have such profound consequences in the real world? In lay understandings, 
ethnicity is believed to be a "natural" disposition of humanity. If so, why does 
ethnicity have different meanings in different places? Anthropology has much to 
contribute to a greater understanding of this perplexing phenomenon. After all, 
the defining criterion for ethnic groups is that of cultural distinctiveness. Through 
ethnographic case studies, this course will examine some of the key 
anthropological approaches to ethnicity. We will explore the relationship of 
ethnicity to culture, ethnicity to nation, and ethnicity to state to better understand 
the role ethnicity plays in the identity politics of today. 

V. 
Munasinghe 

courses previously offered:   
AAS 262 
 
cross-
listed as: 
ENGL 
262 

Asian 
American 
Literature 

This course will introduce both a variety of writings by Asian Americans and 
some critical issues concerning the production and the reception of Asian 
American texts. In reading through selected works of prose and drama, as well as 
viewing some films an documentaries by Asian American filmmakers, we will be 
asking questions about the historical formation of Asian American identities, 
about the forms of representation available to Asian American writers and artists, 
and the problem of defining an Asian American literary or cultural tradition. 

S. Wong 

AAS 485 
 
cross-
listed as: 
ENGL 
485 

Chutney and 
Eggrolls: 
South/Asian 
American 
Panethnicities 

This course will examine and discuss the emergence and recent explosion of 
South Asian American literature and research in relation to the field of Asian 
American Studies. We will read some of the recent literature published such as 
Jhumpa Lahiri's Pulitzer prizewinning Interpreter of Maladies as well as 
examining the historical and political nature of the community of South Asians in 
the U.S. Course material will include mass media, literature, gender and 
sexuality, history, theoretical essays, and a session attendance at the South Asian 

S. Davé 
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Studies Conference in Madison in October. We will be using both a comparative 
approach to other ethnic communities within the Asian Pacific American 
community as well as exploring the complexity of issues within the South Asian 
American community. Course material will include a variety of works by authors 
such as Chandra Mohanty, Bharati Mukherjee, Yen Espiritu, Biju Matthew, Vijay 
Prasad, Sonia Shah, and Urvashi Vaid. 

AAS 266 
 
cross-
listed as: 
AMST 
266 
ENGL 
266 
WOMNS 
266 

Asian 
American 
Women and 
Literature 

This course will explore the intersection of ethnicity, race, class, gender, and 
sexuality in the lives and literature of Asian American women. We will discuss 
and analyze the historical, and contemporary social, political, and economic 
forces that have shaped women's lives and how they are reflected in literature. 
Our goal in the course is to explore and discover the diversity of voices in Asian 
American women's experiences and the similarities and commonalities of their 
social histories. 

S. Davé 

AAS 461 
 
cross-
listed as: 
AMST 
461 
ENGL 
461 
THETR 
461 

Asian 
Americans 
and Popular 
Culture 

This course examines how Asian Americans are represented and represent 
themselves in American forms of popular culture such as literature, television, 
film, print media, and various other forms of modern culture. We will explore the 
cultural contexts of the term "Asian American" that define its visibility and 
marketability in contemporary times. Some questions we will address include Is 
there an Asian American aesthetic and if so, how is it characterized? What are the 
consequences of the consumption of ethnic products by a mainstream audience? 
What are the ramifications of mass marketing for Asian American writers, 
producers, and artists? 

S. Davé 
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1. School Name: New York University 
    Web Address: http://www.nyu.edu/apa/index2.htm 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: A/P/A Studies Program and Institute, Undergraduate Minor; Major is in 
process of being approved; an undergraduate internship program also being pursued.  No graduate curriculum. 
 
 a. Program Description: A/P/A Program: Undergraduate Minor in A/P/A Studies offers interdisciplinary courses 
focusing on the experience of APAs that cross the boundaries of literature, history, film criticism, art history, urban studies, and 
gender studies.  The Minor requires 5 courses: 1 required intro course (“Intro to A/P/A Experience”), 1 Community Studies 
(“A/P/A Community Studies”), 3 electives (at least 1 must be seminar or ‘community projects’ course).  A/P/A Studies Programs 
hosts curriculum development sessions, in addition to courses.  A/P/A Institute: incorporates the ideas of the academic program 
into public events and symposiums for the larger NYU and NYC communities. 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: Spring 1998 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): A/P/A Gallery: presents 2-3 exhibitions per year, focusing on emerging 
and established artists of Asian/Pacific descent; C.V. Starr Center 
 
3. Program Director Contact:      Jack (John Kuo Wei) Tchen, Founding Director 

269 Mercer St., Suite 609, New York, NY 10003 
    t: 212-998-3700 
    f: 212-995-4706 
    e: apa.studies@nyu.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Sheelagh Cabalda   
Sudipto Chatterjee   
Benjamin Kui Pang Chan   
Jennifer Chan   
Gail Drakes   
Albert Florentino   
Luis H. Francia   
Eric Gamalinda   
Jessica Hagedom   
Jason Hwang   
Gabriela Illieva   
Allan Isaac   
Paola Javier   
Cristina Juan   
Jason King   
Rosa King   
Janet Lai   
Lap Lam   
Corky Lee   
Margo Machida   
Kenneth Moon   
Ananya Mukherjea   
Sunita Mukhi   
Alondra Nelson   
Ken Song Ong   
Sukhdev Sandhu   
Angel Velasco Shaw   
Lok Siu   
Julie Sze   
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Jack (John Kuo Wei) Tchen founding director, APA Studies Program/Insitute  
Cynthia Tolentino   
Thuy Linh Tu   
Anne Marie Tupuola   
Selena Whang   
Chi-hung Yim   
 
5. Courses Offered: NB: partial course listing only; for complete catalogue, see http://www.nyu.edu/apa/index2.htm, “courses” 
Course # Course 

Name 
Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’

s Name 
Fall 2003    
V15.0010 
 
cross-list: 
V57.0626 
History 

Intro to 
APA 
Experience 

This interdisciplinary course provides a general introduction to the themes of 
Asian/Pacific/American Studies through readings and class discussions, guest 
speakers, and visits to community organizations and film/video screenings. The course 
explores the concepts of "home" and "community," as well as "Asian" and "American" 
in Asian/Pacific American experiences in the U.S. and elsewhere. Issues covered 
include Asian diasporas and Asian migration to the U.S., colonialism, Orientalism, 
labor and work, family and community formation, U.S. law, and international relations 
and Asian Americans. 

John Kuo 
Wei 
Tchen 

V15.0101 APA 
Community 
Studies: 
Theories 
and 
Practices 

This course investigates through class discussions and fieldwork, definitions of Asian 
American communities based on not only ethnicity and geography, but also gender, 
class, sexual orientation, religion, and other significant affiliations and identifications. 
The course introduces the theories and practices of Asian American ززcommunity 
studiesسس through an interdisciplinary framework which evaluates and draws upon a 
variety of approaches from Sociology, Humanities, Media, Cultural Arts, and Urban 
Planning. 

Angel 
Shaw 

V15.0800.
001 
 
cross-list: 
V71.0664 
Music 

Asian 
American 
Music 

This is a survey course, for musicians and non-musicians, of Asian American music. 
Major and emerging artists of Asian American rock, hip-hop, classical, jazz, 
traditional and "non category" music will be introduced, including Kevin So, Jocelyn 
Enriquez, Chinary Ung, Vijay Iyer, At Last, Jamez, Coco Lee, Mountain Brothers, 
Kenny Endo, Kai, Chou Wen Chung, Welly Yang, Charlie Chin, Toshiko Akiyoshi, 
Cibo Matto, Jon Jang, Hiroshima and Jin Hi Kim. Also non-Asian American artists 
influenced by Asian music, such as John Coltrane, Lou Harrison and John Cage, will 
be discussed to challenge and extend the definition of Asian American music. In 
addition to the readings and videos, students will participate in a drum workshop with 
New York Soh Daiko, attend concerts, visit a vintage 1940's Orientalist restaurant, and 
also, Professor Hwang's composition/ recording studio. Guest artists, to be announced, 
will perform for the class and discuss their work. Through this dynamic process, 
students will experience a wide variety of music in terms of creative process, historical 
context, cross-cultural evolution, and self-relevance. 

Jason 
Hwang 

V15.0301 
 
cross-list: 
V41.0716 
English 
 
Comp Lit 

Asian 
American 
Literature 
(Lec) 

This course is an introduction to some of the key critical issues and debates in Asian 
American literary studies. Through a survey of Asian American literature since 1945, 
students will explore how literary texts give voice to particular social and historical 
experiences. We will consider the recovery of earlier Asian American writings in the 
1960s/1970s and their impact on contemporary literary production and criticism, with 
particular attention to the objectives and arguments used to define what is "Asian 
American" and what is "literature?" Throughout the course, students will focus on the 
convergence of figurations of race and ethnicity with gender, sexuality and class in the 
ongoing process of Asian American identity formation. 

Sukhdev 
Sandhu 

V15.0314 
 
cross-list: 
East Asian 
Studies 
 
Cinema 
Studies 

Cinema of 
Asia 
America 
(Lec) 

This course begins with a critical history of misrepresentation and discrimination of 
Asians in Hollywood. It then creates an arc of study that documents resistance and 
ultimately an undeniable and empowered presence. The second half of the semester 
will focus on a critical appreciation of contemporary Asian and Asian American film. 
The course will utilize both screenings and readings and will be divided into four areas 
of concentration: the history of misrepresentation in Hollywood films; the 
appropriation of Asian paradigms by Hollywood; the achievements of contemporary 
Asian American films; and the achievements of exemplary Asian filmmakers who 
have transcended regional and artistic borders. 

Eric 
Gamalinda 

V15.0607 
 

“Chinatow
n” & the 

What is a "Chinatown"? The word evokes many images, sounds, smells, tastes from 
many different sensibilities. For recent immigrants it can be a home away from home, 

John Kuo 
Wei 
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cross-list: 
Gallatin 
 
Metropolit
an Studies 

American 
Imaginatio
n (Sem) 

for "outsiders" an exotic place for cheap eats, for male action flick fans Chow Yun Fat 
(or Mark Walhberg) in The Corruptor, and for you ?!? (fill in the blank). Students will 
explore the nooks and crannies of Chinatown in the American imagination and in its 
New York realtime, non-virtual existence. How do we know what we know and not 
know? What does Chinatown have to do with the formation of normative "American" 
identities? What are the possibilities (and limits) of crossing cultural divides? Class 
members individually and/or in groups research, experience, and document a chain of 
persons, places, and/or events creating their own narrative "tour" of this place's 
meanings. Novels, history books, tourist guides, films and pop culture will supplement 
the primary "text" of New York Chinatown. This is a collaborative, discussion-
intensive, field research-driven class limited to twenty students. The instructor looks 
for a mixture of students with a variety of skills and backgrounds. Prospective 
registrants are required to email the instructor at jack.tchen@nyu.edu before 
registering for the class. 

Tchen 

V15.0800.
002 

History of 
the Filipino 
Diaspora 
(Sem) 

This course studies the history of migration among Filipinos from the time of the 
Manila-Acapulco galleon trade, to the reform movement of the late nineteenth century, 
American colonization, and current displacements in the wake of globalization. We 
will study the origins of economic disparities in Philippine society and look at how a 
history of colonization has formed perceptions of class, race, identity and nationalism. 
Diaspora communities in the United States, Japan, Hong Kong, Australia, and Europe 
will be examined for patterns of migration, assimilation, discrimination, and 
empowerment. Course materials include readings and video screenings. For their 
finals, students will be asked to propose policies for overseas Filipinos, with particular 
emphasis on migrant workers. 

Eric 
Gamalinda 

V15.0327 
 
cross-list: 
Politics 
 
Law & 
Society 
 
Africana 

The 
Constitutio
n & People 
of Color 
(Lec) 

The course examines how the American legal system decided constitutional 
challenges affecting the empowerment of African, Latino and Asian American 
communities from the 19th century to the present. Topics include the denial of 
citizenship and naturalization to slaves and immigrants, government sanctioned 
segregation, the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II, the prison 
industry, police brutality, post 9-11 detention issues, and voting rights. Course 
requirements include attendance at a community function involving constitutional 
issues, a mid-term and an interactive oral and written final project comparing a present 
day issue affecting racial minorities in New York City and proposing measures to 
collectively address the issue. 

Elizabeth 
Ou Yang, 
Esq. 

V15.0604 
 
cross-list: 
WGST 

Genders & 
Sexualities 
in 
Asian/Pacif
ic America 
(Sem) 

This course will look at how gender and sexualities work within Asian/Pacific 
American contexts. How are constructions of masculinity and femininity inherent to 
Asian/Pacific American individuals and histories? What are various types of queer 
A/PA discourses? Students will have the opportunity to discuss and examine literature, 
performance, theoretical texts, and film/video. This course hopes to look at various 
methodologies and discourses such as psychoanalysis, ethnography, literary theory, 
visual cultures, sexology, sociology of deviance, and eugenics and the ways in which 
they can be used to critically engage sites of Asian/Pacific America. Themes of the 
course will include: female masculinities; performativity in identity; labor & gender 
(focus on sex workers & sexual tourism); re-thinking of family/kinship; war and 
violence; deviance; and Asian/Pacific American history and identities. 

Christina 
Bacareza 
Balance 

courses previously offered (Spring 2003)  
Vf15.0800
.001 

History of 
Ideas and 
Social 
Movement 
(Sem) 

This course is a research-intensive advanced seminar. It explores the formation of 
Asian/Pacific American studies in relation to broader post-WWII social movements 
including the civil rights, women's rights, and anti-war movements, and the third 
world strike. It considers the relationship between these social movements and the 
theoretical and methodological approaches they inspired. In particular, students will 
examine how postcolonial, feminist, and ethnic studies, as new fields of knowledge 
production, have challenged conventional methods and assumptions across disciplines 
in the humanities and social sciences. This course aims to situate the formation of A/P 
A studies within a broader historical and sociological context. Readings will be drawn 
from different fields, including history, sociology, women's studies, and ethnic studies. 
Students enrolled in this course will design and conduct research projects related to 
A/P A issues and concerns. 

Ananya 
Mukherjea 

V15.0090  How do you imagine community? How have Asian/Pacific American film and video 
makers negotiated community inclusive of class, gender, ethnicity, sexuality, 
generational, and historical differences? What kinds of day-to-day experiences do 

Angel 
Shaw 
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these media artists depict in their work? This course examines how Asian/Pacific 
American film and video makers represent experiences within and about the diversity 
of Asian/Pacific communities. Grass roots media production will be utilized to explore 
social, cultural, and political issues and concerns in relation to Asian/Pacific American 
communities. Course participants will have the opportunity to create presence through 
researching and documenting youth communities that use media, spoken word, or 
visual art as forms of expression. The critical framework for the course will be within 
ethnographic and cultural studies contexts. Students explore issues of community-
building, sustaining community, insider/outsider paradoxes, how one can be an active 
participant within a community, as well as current issues of representation in 
documentary media arts. 

V15.0328 
 
cross-list: 
Drama 

Asian 
American 
Theatre 
(Lec) 

The course acts as both an introduction to the genre of Asian American theater and an 
interrogation into how this genre has been constituted. Through a combination of play 
analysis and historical discussion, students look at the ways Asian American drama 
and performance intersect with a burgeoning Asian American consciousness. 

Dan 
Bacalzo 

V15.0800.
003 

TOPCS: 
Unspoken 
Narratives 
in 
Immigrant 
Discourse 
(Se,) 

Students will use research and journalism skills to investigate narratives excluded 
from current immigrant discourse. These narratives may include not only illegal aliens 
(the obvious topic) but also seamen and marine workers, community taboos and how 
they affect unwed or single mothers, gay relationships, polygamy, etc., Filipina nurses 
and their relationships with males in the community (some of whom merely take 
advantage of their status and money), Muslim tradition, etc. Students will propose a 
topic for research and investigation at the beginning of the semester and apprise the 
class of his or her progress in the investigation. Texts will be provided to guide 
research as well as hone investigative skills. Papers will be presented at the end of the 
semester. 

Eric 
Gamalinda 

V15.0800.
004 

TOPICS: 
Art and 
Community 
Formations 
II (Sem) 

This seminar examines the central role of the arts in community formation by tracing 
salient aspects of the emergence of the Asian American arts movement in New York 
City during the 1970s and 1980s. During this pivotal period, young artists, writers and 
activists sought to produce a distinctly "Asian American" culture. This class 
concentrates on case studies of individuals and cultural organizations that were central 
to the shaping and articulation of the movement. Students will take part in projects 
intended to gather in-depth information on this cultural movement by identifying and 
researching key collections of documents, by constructing chronologies, and by 
interviewing leading figures from the time. Through these efforts, students have the 
opportunity to become directly involved in the formation of new knowledge about this 
important period in the history of New Yorkصصs Asian American communities. 

Sunita 
Mukhi 

V15.0326 Social 
History of 
the South 
Asian 
Diaspora 
(Lec) 

This course comprises a survey of the broad field of study that considers the history 
and varied experiences of members of the so-called South Asian Diaspora. Students 
will begin with in-depth consideration of these very terms ("South Asian" and 
"diaspora") as they try to define them. The course is theoretical in bent, examining 
different types of history and schools of thought. However, students will address 
fiction, film, and everyday life in addition to social theory and history. The 
concentration of the semester will prepare students to conduct their own research 
projects and produce intensive discussion. 

Ananya 
Mukherjea 

V15.0329 
 
cross-list: 
Anthropol
ogy 

Asians in 
the 
Americas: 
Cultural 
and Social 
Anthropolo
gy (Sem) 

This course takes an interdisciplinary approach to comparatively examine the histories 
and experiences of Asian communities of different ethnic backgrounds dispersed 
throughout the Americas. It provides an introduction to their migration histories, 
politico-economic development, cultural integration, and community formation. One 
central objective of this course is to analyze how the different colonial projects 
(Spanish, British, French, Portuguese) and national contexts have shaped the particular 
structural positioning of these Asian communities as well as their socio-cultural 
development. Students explore the transnational social networks and relations that 
these groups have maintained with one another and/or with their respective 
"homelands." This course aims to construct a conceptual framework to study and 
understand the diverse experiences of Asians throughout the Americas. 

Lok Su 

V15.0800.
002 

TOPICS: 
Filipino 
American 
Exile and 
Ideas of 
Homeland 

How is the idea of homeland expressed by Filipino writers, filmmakers, visual artists 
and performing artists in the diaspora? Starting from the premise that there is no 
specific homeland and that Filipino communities in Europe, Asia, Latin America and 
other locations continue to shape and define that idea, students study the relationship 
with mainstream American and ethnic American communities. In addition, relating 
expressions of uprootment, assimilation, diversity and difference to Filipino American 

Eric 
Gamalinda 
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(Sem) history, the course covers the history of the Filipino diaspora in Europe and America, 
when "travel" simply became "emigration" (focusing on how the American presence 
in the Philippines exacerbated the phenomenon of "exile," as well as American 
perceptions of the Filipino and the Filipino "home" in American media and literature). 

V15.0800.
005 
 
cross-list: 
Metropolit
an Studies 

TOPICS: 
Rebuilding 
Chinatown 
post 9/11 
(Sem) 

This course enables students to penetrate the facade of Chinatown, demystifying the 
rumors and stereotypes that surround this ethnic enclave as they probe beneath its 
skin. This course is a hands-on workshop for discussing, experiencing and 
understanding Chinatown through direct involvement with the Chinese community. 
As teams, students will become intimately involved with Chinese families, health and 
political organizations, housing agencies, and social service programs, thereby gaining 
access to the Chinese community as they participate in the daily processes of life that 
define what it really means to be Chinese in New York. By understanding the realities 
of Chinatown firsthand, students learn to evaluate the true needs of the neighborhood 
as they work towards formulating realistic solutions to rebuild Chinatown in the wake 
of September 11th. 

Janet Lai 

V15.0502 
 
cross-list: 
American 
Studies 

Ethnicity 
and the 
Media 
(Lec) 

This course provides an examination of media images in relation to the making of 
ethnic and racial identities in the U.S. It overviews some of the theoretical approaches 
to the study of images, paying particular attention to the intersection of history and 
ideologies of representation. Students look into the nature and politics of stereotypes, 
and inquire into their reproduction through discourses, representations and practices. 
Students move to a comparative analysis of African American, Latino, Asian, and 
Native American images in the media, looking specifically at changes and continuities 
in the representation of these four minority groups. 

Arlene 
Davila 

V15.0800.
006 
 
cross-list: 
Psycholog
y 

TOPICS: 
Asian 
Americans 
of Mixed 
Heritage 
(Sem) 

This course explores what it means to be of mixed Asian heritage in 21st century 
America. The recent prominence of mixed heritage Asian/Pacific Americans in the 
public sphere gestures to the changing demographics of race in America, a reminder 
that race has never been fixed, but is instead socially constructed. Addressing mixed 
heritage identity involves both the specific recognition of particular processes of 
identity formation and a radical re-thinking of race for the 21st century. Students 
address the following questions: What is "mixed heritage," and what are the historic 
and social factor by which it is produced? What implications do mixed-heritage A/P 
As have for Asian/Pacific American politics of solidarity? How are mixed-heritage 
A/P As festishized by the media, and in turn, how do we subvert these stereotypes? 
Lastly, what are the processes by which we can articulate and shape our own mixed 
heritage identities? 

Jennifer 
Chan 

V15.0891.
001 

TOPICS: 
Asian 
Pacific 
American 
Youth 
Alliance 
(Sem) 

This is a two-credit internship opportunity to work with A/P A youth from New York's 
five boroughs to organize the annual Forum on Asian/Pacific American Youth 
Culture. Students facilitate workshops and training sessions related to A/P A history, 
community organizing, and leadership development. In addition, students advise 
APAYA high school youth in their conference organizing and workshop designs. 
Theories on youth, identity, and community development will be applied. Prospective 
registrants are required to email sheelagh.cabalda@nyu.edu before registering for the 
class. 

Sheelagh 
Cabalda 

courses previously offered (prior to Spring 2003  
V15.0450 Cultural 

Diversity 
and 
Community 
Health 

This course fosters an awareness and understanding of vital issues facing diverse 
communities and health-related fields in New York City. Students explore health 
matters and examine the patient-provider relationship with respect to cross-cultural 
issues in urban regions throughout the United States. In addition, students discuss how 
communities negotiate cultural traditions versus western medical practices to 
understand the relationship between mind, body, and spirit in addressing wellness 
concerns.  

Ananya 
Mukherjea 

V15.0800.
002 
 
cross-list: 
African 
Studies 

Comparativ
e 
Asian/Blac
k Cinema 

Focusing primarily on film and television since the 1960s, this course is an 
introduction to issues in contemporary mass media representation and A/PA and Black 
racial identity. The struggles of Asian/Pacific and Black American communities for 
better quality and/or quantity of representation in the mass media speak volumes about 
the unfolding of Asian / Pacific and Black American identity politics in the last forty 
years. First focusing some critical attention to the history of visual representation, 
students consider a myriad of issues in the politics of popular culture that include 
visibility, accountability, role modeling, minstrelsy, stereotyping and appropriation. 
Questions of sexuality, gender and class are also prominent discussion points. 
Students also consider representational interventions in the independent Asian / 

Jason 
King 
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Pacific and Black American film scene, and how those underground interventions 
compare and contrast to mass mediated work.  

V15.0800.
001 
 
cross-list: 
Comp Lit 
 
Metropolit
an Studies 
 
Africana 
Studies 

Re-
imagining 
London 
Past & 
Present: 
Black and 
S. Asia 
Movement 
in the post-
Empire 

This course will look at representations of the imperial metropolis by writers (chiefly) 
of South Asian extraction from the 1780s to the present day. Students will be 
encouraged to look at how class, gender, historical context and personal psychology 
all play large and unpredictable roles in shaping writers' perceptions of the capital. The 
course will strive to counter the critical commonplace that all encounters between the 
'center' and the 'margin' need be agonistic and fractious. Utopianism, promiscuity and 
the sheer fun of metropolitan life will be among the important and often neglected 
motifs to which students will pay attention. 

Sukhdev 
Sandhu 

V15.0800.
002 
 
cross-list: 
Gallatin 

Mapping 
Identities, 
Imagined 
Communiti
es, and the 
Net 

This course will examine the transformations of notions of the self and communities in 
relation to networked technologies and globalization processes. To what degree have 
these uses of technologies changed the age-old way in which we've embodied our 
socio-cultural identities? How are computer mediated communities around list serves, 
chat rooms and 3-D virtual worlds different from ideas and practices of individuals 
and communities that have preceded them? How do these wares compound existing 
power inequities? How do these differences offer new opportunities for liberation and 
democratization? Using readings, case studies, and class projects, students will not 
only learn to analyze the theoretical ramifications of these transforming techno-social 
structures, they will also learn to use digital technology in actual on-line learning 
experiences to critique and create virtual spaces on the net. Readings may include 
selections from: novelist William Gibson, sociologist Manuel Castells, cultural critic 
Stuart Hall, political theorist Zillah Eisenstein, cyber-ethnographer Sherry Turkel, and 
various emergent theorists, designers, and critics of cross-cultural and cyber-
communications.  

Cristina 
Juan 
 
John Kuo 
Wei 
Tchen 

V15.0314 
 
cross-list: 
Cinema 
Studies 

Cinema of 
Asia/Ameri
ca: From 
Bicycles to 
Beepers 

How have Asian cities, people, and cultures been represented in Hollywood and Asian 
cinema? How are these cities, people and cultures (Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
Seoul, Taipei, Bombay, Jakarta, Bangkok, Hanoi, Manila, and Tokyo) depicted from 
within these Asian cultures and in the United States? How do global economic 
interests affect migration, labor and Asian peoples, cities and cultures? Course 
participants will have an opportunity to explore representations of Asian megacities 
from multiple perspectives (historical, political, social, economic, and cultural), 
examining such issues as Asian diaspora, transnationalism, colonial, neo-colonial and 
post-colonial representations, labor, and cultural production. Methods of research will 
include use of the Internet, travel guidebooks, restaurants, Asian ethnic communities, 
cultural events, film screenings and reading materials. 

Angel 
Shaw 

V15.0321 
 
cross-list: 
History 
 
East Asian 
Studies 

Asian 
Americans 
and War 

This interdisciplinary survey course will explore social, political, and cultural aspects 
of the Philippine-American War, World War II, Korean and Vietnam Wars, the 
representation of Asians and Americans in these Pacific wars, and their subsequent 
effects on Asians living in the United States. Course participants will address such 
questions as -- how have these wars impacted the family individuals, collective 
experience, and constructions of national and cultural identity? How has mainstream 
American media represented the wars in the Pacific in print media, broadcast 
television, Hollywood films and literature? We will be analyzing historical and 
cultural war contexts, films and videos made by Hollywood producers, independent 
American documentary filmmakers, the U.S. Government, and by alternative Asian 
Pacific American media artists as a way of gaining critical understanding of the 
intricate ties between media representation, war, and human relations. 

Angel 
Shaw 

 Asian 
Americans 
and U.S. 
Politics 

This course will examine the various ways in which Asian Americans relate 
themselves to "politics" in the broad sense of the word, including how Asian 
Americans participate in national, state, and local politics, as well as social and grass-
roots movements, gender and cultural politics. 

Okiyoshi 
Takeda 
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1. School Name: SUNY Binghamton University 
    Web Address: http://aaasp.binghamton.edu/major.htm 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Asian and Asian American Studies Program; Major (11 4-credit courses); 
Concentration (8 4-credit courses) 
 
 a. Program Description: Major has a common core and 3 tracks: Asian American, Asian specialization, and Asian 
comparative.  Major requires 11 courses, 6 of which must be at the 300- or 400- level.  3 core requirements are: 1) Asian Studies 
(either Asian Art and Architecture, Contemporary Asian Societies, or East Asian Civilizations); 2) Asian American Studies 
(Asian Americas or Asian American History); 3) Major seminar (topic of concentration varies from year to year).  AA Studies 
track requires 4 additional AA Studies courses, as well an option for Community Internship. 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: John W. Chaffee (chaffee@binghamton.edu) 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Position Contact Info 
Falu Bakrania Asst Prof, Sociology and AAASP bakrania@binghamton.edu 
Herbert Bix Prof, History and Sociology hbix@binghamton.edu 
John W. Chaffee Prof, History; Director, AAASP chaffee@binghamton.edu 
Elisa Camiscioili Asst. Prof, History ecamis@binghamton.edu 
Manas Chatterji Prof, School of Management mchatter@binghamton.edu 
Zu Yan Chen Prof, GREAL (German, Russian, East 

Asian Languages) 
zychen@binghamton.edu 

Sungdai Cho Assoc. Prof, GREAL sundy@binghamton.edu 
Arleen de Vera Asst. Prof, History and AAASP adevera@binghamton.edu 
Frederic Deyo Prof, Sociology fdeyo@binghamton.edu 
Fa-Ti Fan Asst. Prof, History ffan@binghamton.edu 
Fran Goldman Acting Assoc. Director frances@binghamton.edu 
Charles Goodman Asst. Prof, Philosophy and AAASP cgoodman@binghamton.edu 
Shin-Yi Hsu Prof, Geography standar@binghamton.edu 
Gerald Kadish Prof, History kadishg@binghamton.edu 
Abidin Kusno Asst. Prof kusno@binghamton.edu 
Richard Moench Prof, Anthropology rmoench@binghamton.edu 
Mahua Sarkar Asst Prof, Sociology msarkar@binghamton.edu 
Shalini Shankar Asst Prof, Anthropology and AAASP sshankar@binghamton.edu 
David Stahl Asst. Prof, GREAL and AAASP dstahl@binghamton.edu 
Rumiko Sode Asst. Prof, GREAL rsode@binghamton.edu 
Nancy Um Asst Prof, Art History nancyum@binghamton.edu 
Bong J. Yoon Prof, Economics yoon@binghamton.edu 
Lisa Yun Asst Prof, English; Assoc. Director, 

AAASP 
lisayun@binghamton.edu 

Hong Zhang Sr. Lecturer, GREAL hzhang@binghamton.edu 
Xiuying Zou Asst. Librarian zouxy@binghamton.edu 
 
 
5. Courses Offered: (nb: sampling of courses, only; for full listing, see: http://aaasp.binghamton.edu/courses.htm) 
Course # Course 

Name 
Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 

Name 
Fall 2003    
AAAS 
106 

East Asian 
Civilizations 

Introduction to the geographies, cultures and historical experiences of East Asia, 
particularly China, Korea and Japan. In addition to overviews of each of these 
countries, the course will focus on several topics illustrating both the unity and 

Chaffee 
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diversity of East Asia; perceptions of each other, of the West and by the West; the 
religious/philosophical traditions of Confusianism, Taoism and Buddhism; the role 
of imperialism in modern East Asia; the roles of nationalism, revolution, and 
socialism, and the future of East Asia in the twenty-first century 

AAAS 
186 

Comparative 
Asian 
Philosophy 

Philosophy consists of words and concepts; but, according to many Asian thinkers, 
ultimate reality is beyond words and concepts. We will study the way in which 
Buddhist, Hindu, and Daoist thinkers have accommodated the paradox of talking 
about what cannot be talked about. We'll first approach each religious tradition 
through scriptural texts, including selections from the Pali Canon of Theravada 
Buddhism, the Chandogya Upanisad, and the Dao De Jing. Then we will focus on 
the works of philosophers, including Buddhists such as Vasubandhu, Nagarjuna, 
and Shyantideva; the Hindu thinker Shankara; and the Daoist sage Zhuang Zi. 
We'll also consider such questions as the existence of God, the nature of the 
individual, and the difference between right and wrong. 

Goodman 

AAAS 
267 

Asian 
American 
History 

Lecture/discussion course that introduces students to the histories of Asians in the 
United States. 1850-1990s by exploring broad themes, including first-wave Asian 
immigration; labor and enterprise; gender; debates over citizenship; oppression and 
exclusion movements; community organization and resistance; the Asian 
American Movement; Southeast Asian and post-1965 immigration; and 
transnationalism. Course compares experiences of Asian Americans to European 
Americans and African Americans, in areas of immigration, citizenship, larger race 
relations and the "yellow peril" versus the "model minority" image, and inter-
ethnic relations between African Americans and Asian Americans. For majors and 
non-majors. 

de Vera 

AAAS 
280b 

Literature 
from the 
Indian 
Subcontinent 

An introductory survey of literature in English from the Indian subcontinent: 
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Attention will be given to key cultural 
and historical contexts for writing, and selected critical concepts (e.g. orientalism, 
subalternity, issues of third world feminism) will be introduced. The set texts and 
reading programme will be organised in relation to groups of themes, issues and 
theoretical debates such as cultural encounter and interaction, tradition vis-à-vis 
modernity, personal and political identity, politics of language, diaspora and 
expatriation, nativism vis-à-vis hybridity. 

Quayam 

AAAS 
287a 

Diaspora and 
Media: Asian 
American 
Perspective 

Examines media production, circulation, and consumption in Asian diasporic 
contexts; depictions of Asian diasporic subjectivity in film, video, television, print 
media, and the Internet; interaction of Asian diasporic communities with locally 
available media forms; course materials drawn from anthropological theory, 
ethnography, and various media sources.  

Shankar 

AAAS 
380b 

WWWII and 
its Aftermath 
in Asia 

Lectures and class discussions on Japan's experience of World War II. Particular 
attention will be given to the underlying causes of the "Asia-Pacific Ware" of 
1931-45, decision-making in Tokyo and Washington, how each side fought the 
war, the lessons they drew from it, and the consequences that followed.  

Bix 

AAAS 
380c 

Women in 
Asian 
Traditions 

This course will examine the place of the feminine in Asian traditions. We will 
study the gender roles, rituals, authority, literary contributions, and lifestyles of 
women in cultures influenced by Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh, Confucian, and Taoist 
traditions. The different conceptions of goddesses and visions of the feminine 
divine will also be explored, and we will assess the contemporary impact of 
feminism on these traditions.  

Sherma 

AAAS 
385b 

Consuming 
Interests: 
Sociology of 
Food 

From the first domestication of plants and animals to contemporary debates on 
genetically-modified food, this course provides a bird's eye-view of global history 
through the prism of food. It examines famine and hunger; preparation and 
consumption of food as a gendered practice; state regulation of food provisioning 
and quality; eating patterns at home and in restaurants; labor relations in the food 
industry; ethnicity and foodways; and eating disorders, attempts to transform diet 
into a branch or medicine and attempts to resist 'medical imperialism.' It will be 
structured around the themes of power, identity, and the environment. Discussion: 
Two short papers, each worth 15% of grade; one research paper worth 40%; take-
home final, 30%. 

Palat 

AAAS 
472 

Chinese 
Women and 
the Family 

The history of the Chinese family from early imperial times, through the imperial 
period with its male? dominated, family?centered ethic, but also with its active 
literate female population, to the present socialist - and post-socialist - society of 
the People's Republic. Primary attention will be given to changes in the status of 

Chaffee 
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women, their sex roles, occupations and power, to the history of the women's 
movement in the 20th century, and to the debate over women's liberation and the 
socialist revolution.  

AAAS 
480d 

Malaysian 
and Singapore 
Literature 

This course explores the themes and preoccupations in post-independence 
Malaysian and Singaporean literature written originally in the English language. 
Among the topics to be covered will be: the position of English and English 
writing in the two countries; literature in English with reference to Nationalism and 
questions of national/cultural identity; the responses of writers to the changing 
ethos of modernisation and globalisation; the problems of diaspora, multi-cultural 
living, and the 'othering' of women. The poems, short stories and novels will be 
studied generally in relation to the above issues as well as for themselves. 

Quayam 

AAAS 
480e 

Buddhism, 
Jung, and 
Social 
Change 

Two models of psychological and spiritual development that support both personal 
transformation and social action and engagement. Theory, practice and existential 
relevance of Buddhism and Jungian psychotherapy to our individual soul work as 
well as to the struggles, dilemmas and disasters that occur within our communities. 
Issues of projection, the unconscious, consciousness, shadow, individuation, 
neuroses, meditation, attachment, impermanence, compassion, mindfulness, loving 
kindness and enlightenment.  

Glauber 

AAAS 
486a 

Buddhist 
Ethics 

To many Westerners, some of the most distinctive and appealing doctrines of the 
Buddhist religion are ethical: its emphasis on compassion, nonviolence, and 
tolerance, on moral concern for animals, and on self-cultivation. But there has been 
controversy about how Buddhist views about particular ethical questions might 
relate to any more general ethical theory. Through class discussions, we will 
investigate the available evidence about the systematic structure of ethical thought 
in both the Theravada and the Mahayana. Our readings will include secondary 
sources by Damien Keown and Peter Harvey, selections from the Pali Canon and 
the Sutra on Upasaka Precepts, and works of Buddhist philosophers such as 
Shantideva and Asanga. All primary readings will be in English translation. 

Goodman 

    
 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: Asian Student Union (http:/www.sa.binghamton.edu/~asu/) 
 
 b. Type/purpose of organization: 
 
 c. Student contact: Derek Liang, President, inquireblue@yahoo.com 
        Linda Wong, Academic VP, xlinniethepoohx@yahoo.com 
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1. School Name: Temple University 
    Web Address: http://astro.temple.edu/~aaminor/aam.htm 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Asian American Studies Minor, under the American Studies Program 
 
 a. Program Description: 6 courses: 4 AA courses; 1 AmStud course; 1 Asian Studies course 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: October 24, 2000 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Dr. Kathy Uno, kuno@temple.edu; (215) 204-7468 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Dr. Kathy Uno Coordinator, Asian American Minor kuno@temple.edu 
Dr. Srimati Mukherjee Co-coordinator smukherj@temple.edu 
Dr. Miles Orvell Director, American Studies orvell@temple.edu 
   
 
5. Courses Offered: not available on website 
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1. School Name: University of Connecticut 
    Web Address: http://www.sp.uconn.edu/~wwwasi/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Asian American Studies Institute; no degree; AA Studies concentration within 
another field 
 
 a. Description of Program: Asian American Studies Institute- offers undergraduate level courses that may be 
combined to form a concentration in AA Studies in the following fields: Allied Health, Art History and Contemporary Visual 
Culture, History and Sociology. 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/Resources (if applicable): The primary research focus of the Institute investigates the neglected 
aspects of the experiences of Asians in America.  Resources include: Japanese American Internment Resource Library (JARL) 
(initiated through grant from Civil Liberties Public Education Fund, maintained through monetary and in-kind contributions by 
private supporters of AASI); Fred Ho Special Collections (articles, poetry, music, speeches, etc) and Fred Ho Prize in AA 
History and Culture; Community Research Papers Series (CRPS) publication (documents history and current status of AA 
communities in CT); Asian Medicinal Garden (housed in School of Pharmacy Greenhouse) 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Roger N. Buckley 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Roger N. Buckley Director and Professor of History Roger.buckley@uconn.edu 
Usha Palaniswamy  Assistant Professor of Allied Health Usha.Palaniswamy@uconn.edu 
Bandana Purkayastha  Assistant Professor of Sociology Bandan.purkayastha@uconn.edu 
Guanhua Wang  Associate Professor of History g.wang@uconn.edu 
Margo Machida Assistant Professor of Art and Art 

History 
kini2@pipeline.com 

Fe Delos Santos Program Specialist asiadm02@uconnvm.uconn.edu 
Maxine Smestad Haines Administrative Asst asiadm01@uconnvm.uconn.edu 
 
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course 

Name 
Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 

Name 
Fall2003    
AASI 201 Intro to AA 

Studies 
This interdisciplinary course provides a general introduction to major themes in 
Asian Pacific American Studies through readings and class discussions, guest 
speakers, group projects, visits to community organizations and video screenings. 
This course will explore issues of identity, history and community, as well as 
aspects of what constitutes Asian American contemporary art and culture. 

Margo 
Machida 

AASI 215 
 
cross-list: 
Allied 
Health 

Critical 
Health Issues 
of Asian 
Americans 

This course will address health issues affecting Asian American populations; 
examine gender specific health problems in Asian American populations; review 
the cultural issues in health and healthcare of Asian Americans; and discuss 
current trends in medical practices in Asian American populations. 

Usha 
Palaniswamy 

AASI 220 
 
cross-list: 
Art and 
Art 
History 

Asian 
American Art 
and Visual 
Culture 

This course will introduce issues of contemporary Asian American identity in art 
and visual culture, with emphasis on the need for greater transcultural awareness 
and understanding in the fluid environment of the post-Cold War world, where 
people, ideas and images swiftly traverse ever more porous national boundaries. 

Margo 
Machida 

AASI 222 
 
cross-list: 

Asian Indian 
Women 

This course focuses on Asian Indian Women in the world's largest democracies, 
India and the United States. It examines how gender, class and race/ethnicity 
structure the everyday lives of Asian Indian women in both societies. It also 

Bandana 
Purkayastha 



AASA at Yale   Spring 2004 
Asian American Studies Task Force 
Research Report 
 

 20 

Sociology examines how Indian women have mobilized to change the social context of their 
lives. This course will include e-mail and person to person discussions with some 
activists in India and the US. 

AASI 277 
 
cross-list: 
History 

Modern India 
1500 to 
Present 

This course examines the development of India from the Mughal and European 
invasions of the Sixteenth Century to the present. India's remarkable synthesis of 
East and West, traditional and new, is the focus. The course comprises a series of 
lectures drawn from six main sections: India Today; Traditional India; India in 
the Muslim Period; The Music and Art of India; India in the European Period; 
and National and Independent India. 

Roger N. 
Buckley 

Spring 
2004 

   

AASI 268 
 
cross-list: 
HIST 

Japanese 
Americans in 
WWII 

This course will examine the events that led to martial law in Hawaii after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, and the forced removal and confinement of over 
100,000 Americans and resident aliens of Japanese ancestry on the U.S. mainland 
after Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066. This course illuminates 
the wartime experiences of Japanese Americans and assesses some of the 
consequences of those events for all Americans. 

Roger N. 
Buckley 

AASI 221 
 
cross-list: 
SOCI 

Sociological 
Perspectives 
on AA 
Women 

This course focuses on the social structures affecting the lives of different groups 
of Asian American women in the US and relates current experiences of this group 
to larger socio-historical processes. This course also examines the different social 
hierarchies -- gender, race and class -- within which these women, originally 
from East, South and Southeast Asia, live their lives. The course will look at 
different institutions, investigate Asian American women's experiences and 
explore some organized movements for social change. 

Bandana 
Purkayastha 

AASI 216 
 
cross-list: 
AH 

Asian 
Medical 
Systems 

This course examines traditional medical systems and their prevalence in the US. 
This course discusses the most popular Asian medical systems: Ayurveda; 
traditional Chinese medicine; Chinese, Indian and Japanese herbal medicine; and 
the values and beliefs of the different models. 

Usha 
Palaniswamy 

AASI 201 Intro to AA 
Studies 

This interdisciplinary course provides a general introduction to major themes in 
Asian Pacific American Studies through readings and class discussions, guest 
speakers, group projects, visits to community organizations and video screenings. 
This course will explore issues of identity, history and community, as well as 
aspects of what constitutes Asian American contemporary art and culture. 

Margo 
Machida 

 
 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: Asian American Cultural Center (http://www.asacc.uconn.edu/) 
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1. School Name: University of Massachusetts, Boston 
    Web Address: http://omega.cc.umb.edu/~aast/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: major or concentration 
 
 b. Date of its incipience:  
 
 c. Method by which it came about:  
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable):  Institute of Asian American Studies 
(http://www.iaas.umb.edu/campus/studies/) ; founded 1993 support of AA communities and direction of state legislature; note 
that they also have Trotter Institute and Gaston Institute for Blacks and Hispanics; 
Institute helped get Asian American book/monograph collection, about 300, for library 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Peter Kiang, peter.kiang@umb.com 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Peter Kiang Director  
Connie Chan   
Yae Iwanaga   
Madhulika S. Khandelwal Assistant prof in AA studies  
Andrew Leong   
Chung Nguyen   
Rajini Srikanth   
Karen Suyemoto   
Pata Suyemoto   
Paul Watanabe Co-director of Institute of AAS  
Lin Zhan   
   
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 

Name 
AsAmSt L-
221 

Intro to Asian 
American Writing 
(Reading Life 
Histories) 

Why do Asian Americans write? What themes can we find in the 
poems, stories, plays, and novels of Asian American writers? What is 
the relationship of an Asian American writer’s individual voice and 
her/his socio-cultural context? Through critical reading, writing, and 
shared discussion, these questions are explored in relation to literary 
works by a variety of Asian American immigrant and U.S.-born writers. 
This course is recommended for students interested in either Asian 
American Studies or American multi-ethnic literatures. (Same course as 
Eng L-221; Distribution - P) 

Esther Yae 
Iwanaga 

AsAmSt L-
223 

Asian Minorities in 
America 

This multi-disciplinary course examines the social, historical, and 
structural contexts defining the experiences of Asians in America from 
1850 to the present. Topics include immigration, labor, community 
settlement, race relations, gender, stereotypes, international politics, and 
current issues in local Asian American communities.  
 

Dr. 
Madhulika 
Khandelwal 

AsAmSt L-
225 

Southeast Asians in 
America 

Focusing on the experiences of Vietnamese. Khmer, Lao, Hmong and 
ethnic Chinese from Southeast Asia who came to the U.S. since 1975, 
the course addresses topics such as refugee flight and resettlement, 
adjustment and acculturation, trauma and mental health issues, changing 
family roles, homeland politics, community development, and new 
generations. (Same course as AmSt/Soc L-225; Distribution - H) 

Shirley Tang 

AsAmSt 226 Becoming South This course examines the history and contemporary issues of people in Dr. 
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Asians the United States with ancestry from countries such as Bangladesh, 
India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Through course readings, films, 
guest lectures, and student projects, the course explores global 
migration patterns, the formation of diverse South Asian communities, 
and cross-cutting issues of race, ethnicity, culture, class, and gender. 
The course pays particular attention to exploring the history, issues, and 
resources of South Asian communities in Massachusetts.  

Madhulika 
Khandelwal 

AsAmSt L-
228 

Asian Women in the 
U.S 

Through literature, historical analysis, and socio-cultural research, this 
course examines the transformation and changing roles of Asian women 
in America within the family, community, and society due to 
acculturation, exclusion, and resistance to oppression. (Same course as 
AmSt/Soc L-228; Distribution - S) 

Sophia Kim 

AsAmSt 345 Asian American 
Cultures and Health 
Practices 

Students examine critical health issues among diverse Asian cultures 
and communities, including cultural influences on health behaviors and 
practices of Asian Americans, and the relationships between health of 
Asian Americans and social, political, and economic contexts. A field 
work component enables students to develop culturally sensitive health 
intervention strategies or policies for individuals, families, and 
communities. 

Dr. Lin Zhan 

    
 
  
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: 
Recognized Student Organizations: Asian Baptist Student Koinonia, Chinese Student Association, Japanese Club, Thai Club, 
Vietnamese Student Association 
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1. School Name: University of Pennsylvania 
    Web Address: http://paachweb.vpul.upenn.edu/asamnew/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Asian American Studies Program, Minor only 

 a. Program Description: As an interdisciplinary Minor in the School of Arts and Sciences, the ASAM program of 
studies introduces students to the methods and concerns of a wide spectrum of disciplines: anthropology and ethnography, 
economics, folklore, history and art history, law, linguistics and communications, literature, sociology and demography, political 
science, and urban studies, as well as to creative and expository writing.  

An ASAM Minor is particularly recommended for students who are preparing for careers in education from pre-school to 
graduate level, law, business, social work, the health professions including public health, journalism, urban planning, politics, 
work with non-profit organizations, and creative writing and art.  6 course units required 

 b. Date of its incipience: Fall 1996 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: joint student, staff, and faculty efforts 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): Pan-Asian American Community House 
(http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/paach/Home/index.php); ASAM Colloquium Series (monthly presentations on AA academic 
research); 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Dr. Grace Kao, Director 
Telephone: (215) 898-1782 
Fax: (215) 573-2138 
E-mail: asam@ccat.sas.upenn.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
ASAM Steering Committee   
Eiichiro Azuma Asst Prof, History and ASAM eazuma@history.upenn.edu 
Grace Kao Director, ASAM, Assoc. Prof, Sociology and ASAM grace2@pop.upenn.edu 
Ajay T. Nair Director, Pan-Asian American Community House, 

Asst. Dir, ASAM 
atnair@pobox.upenn.edu 

Josephine Park Asst. Prof, English and ASAM jnpakr3@dept.english.upenn.edu 
Rosanne Rocher Prof, South Asia Regional Studies rrocher@sas.upenn.edu 
Adjunct Faculty   
Srilata Gangulee Asst. Dean, CAS gangulee@sas.upenn.edu 
Fariha Khan  fariha@sas.upenn.edu 
Tsiwen Law past chair, Mayor’s Commission on APA Affairs, lawyer 

for minority/immigrant rts 
yelou@aol.com 

Mera Moore APA theatre, television, film tmlaffer@mail.sas.upenn.edu 
Jacqueline Sadashige Asians and AAs in film sadashig@sas.upenn.edu 
 
5. Courses Offered: NB: course list incomplete: for complete record, see: 
http://paachweb.vpul.upenn.edu/asamnew/courses.php?term=2003F 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 

Name 
Fall 2003    
ASAM 001 
 
cross-list:  
Sociology 

Asian Americans in 
Contemporary Society 

An overview of sociological research on Asian Americans in the 
United States, framed around the evaluation of Asian Americans as 
"model minorities." 

Helen Lee 

ASAM 009 
 
cross-list: 
SARAS 

Writing about the 
Indian American 
Experience 

A writing seminar that explores, and engages students to write about, 
issues of importance to Americans of Asian Indian heritage. 

Fariha 
Khan 
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FOLK 
ASAM 013 
 
cross-list: 
History 

Freshman Sem in AA 
History: AAs in U.S. 
Race Relations 

A seminar that examines the space of Asian Americans in U.S. race 
relations and how different groups of Asians have interacted with 
each other from the early 20th century on. 

Eiichiro 
Azuma 

CGS ASAM 
205 
 
cross-list: 
URBS 

AA Community 
Fieldwork in Urban 
Education 

A course in which participants will explore the experiences of Asian 
Americans in education by actively participating in community 
fieldwork. 

Ajay Nair 

ASAM 262 
 
cross-list: 
ENGL 
COML 

Modernism and the 
Orient 

An examination of modernism's drive both to unfix and to fix by 
looking closely at the place of the Orient in this literature. 

Josephine 
Park 

CGS ASAM AAs in the U.S. 
Economy 

An examination of the growing presence and participation of Asian 
Americans in the U.S. economy. 

Srilata 
Gangulee 

Spring 2004    
ASAM 016 Literature of Muslim 

America 
This course will analyze a variety of genres including poetry, prose, 
drama, and essay by Americans of Muslim heritage from diverse 
nationalities, ethnicities, and perspectives. 

Therese 
Lafferty 

ASAM 202 
 
cross-list: 
ENGL 
COML 

Topics in AA 
Literature 

An analysis of the formal and stylistic strategies that Asian American 
writers have developed to write out of buried histories and segregated 
communities. 

Josephine 
Park 

ASAM 232 
 
cross-list: 
ENGL 
FILM 

Asian Americans and 
Film 

An examination of the presence, influence and representation of 
Asians and Asian Americans in western popular cinema. 

Jacqueline 
Sadashige 

ASAM 502 
 
cross-list: 
ENGL 

Post-Colonial and 
Postmodern ASAM 
Literature 

This course covers topics in Post-Colonial literature with emphasis 
determined by the instructor. The primary focus will be on novels that 
have been adapted to film. 

Sanjay 
Krishnan 

Spring 2003    
ASAM 010 Writing about Race 

and Ethnicity 
A writing seminar that focuses on representations of race in twentieth-
century American literature. 

 

ASAM 209 South Asians in the 
U.S. 

A historical survey of South Asian immigration in the U.S. and a 
broad look at cultural, social, political, and economic issues which 
confront South Asian Americans. 

 

ASAM 235 
cross-list 
LING 235 

Asian Americans and 
Language 

An examination of what happens when Asian languages come in 
contact with other languages, and of how language use sheds light on 
Asian American issues. 

 

courses previously offered:   
ASAM 016 Literature of Muslim 

America 
This course will analyze a variety of genres including poetry, prose, 
drama, and essay by Americans of Muslim heritage from diverse 
nationalities, ethnicities, and perspectives. 

Mera 
Moore 

ASAM 244 Asian American 
Perspectives on 
Government Policy 

An examination of a broad range of Asian American issues, using 
American culture and history as tools in policy making and advocacy. 

Tsiwen 
Law 

ASAM 254 Asian Pacific 
Americans and 
American Law 

An examination of the treatment of Asian Pacific Islander issues in 
the American judicial system and the transformation of U.S. law 
brought about by the seeking of legal redress. 

Tsiwen 
Law 

 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 

a. Name of organization: for complete listing and links to websites: 
http://paachweb.vpul.upenn.edu/asamnew/resources_guide.php 
Asian Pacific Student Coalition  
http://dolphin.upenn.edu/~apsc/  
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MIDWEST 
 
1. School Name: University of Indiana, Bloomington 
    Web Address: http://www.indiana.edu/~acc/welcome.html 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description:  
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
   
 
5. Courses Offered 
East Asian Languages and Cultures | Asian Americans: Cultural Conflict and Identity 
E385 | 1488 | Robinson 

 
This course will seek to build an understanding of the historical, 
cultural, sociological, and racial dynamics behind the evolution of 
contemporary Asian American identity.  As the designation implies, 
Asian American identity is a combination of two traditions.  We will 
study the roots of "Asian-ness" and critique its singular focus by 
seeing "difference" within the Asian American community, its Korean, 
Chinese, Japanese, and South Asian origins.  This course will also 
study the gaps between prevailing stereotypes of Asian Americans and 
the wide range of experiences and identifications expressed in Asian 
American literature, journalism, and contemporary film.  The sources 
for our study will be novels, film, and essays that focus on Asian 
American experience from the late 19th century to the present.  Key 
to the success of this course will be students' work on refining 
their own understanding of the major components of cultural and 
political identity formation.  Thus, in studying the evolution of 
Asian American culture and identity, we will also be gaining a 
deeper understanding of how ethnicity, race, and politics operate in 
contemporary American culture itself.  Too often the public 
discourse on race and ethnicity in American operates from simplistic 
assumptions that to become American means a fundamental effacement 
of original ethnic difference.  This course will focus on how 
cultural identity develops nuances and complexity in its 
negotiations between the powerful forces of race, power, and class 
in American society. 
 
I.  Standing Courses on Asian Americans  

East Asian Languages and Cultures  

E385 - Asian Americans: Cultural Conflict and Identity  
II.  Rotating Topics Courses on Asian Americans  
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American Studies  

A201 – Representative Americans: Asians and Asian Americans in Americans Popular Culture (Fall 1996)  
Comparative Literature  

C400/C670 – Studies in Comparative Literature:  Literatures of the Asian Diaspora (Spring 2002)    
East Asian Languages and Cultures  

E101 – The World and East Asia:  East Asian Immigration to the US  

E351 – Studies in East Asian Culture:  Screening East Asians and Asian Americans    
Political Science  

Y200 – Contemporary Political Problems:  Asian American Politics Since the 1960s (Spring 2002)    
Sociology  

S101 – Social Problems and Policies: Asian American Immigration and Experience (Spring 1999)  
 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: 
 
 b. Type/purpose of organization: 
 
 c. Student contact: 
 
7. Additional Anecdotal Information (e.g. elaboration of 2b., if appropriate): 
Asian American Cultural Center recently established (1998?) 
 
proposal for AA studies program (2001):  http://www.indiana.edu/~acc/proposal.html 
 
8. Demographic Statistics: 
 

a. Number of Asian American students (undergraduates): 2,500 
    Percentage of student body: 
 
b. Number of Asian American faculty: 
    Percentage of faculty: 
 
c. Number of Asian American graduate students: 
    Percentage of graduate students: 
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1. School Name: Northwestern University 
    Web Address: http://www.asianamerican.northwestern.edu/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 

a. Program Description: Minor degree offered.  Department of Asian American Studies.  Asian American Resource 
and Cultural Center 

“The Minor in Asian American Studies will provide students with the opportunity to pursue a coherent program of study in the 
Asian American experience. It will also lay a foundation for the interdisciplinary study of race, ethnicity, and migration. The 
minor program in Asian American Studies requires the completion of seven courses with grades of C- or above: five core 
courses in Asian American Studies, one elective course in Asian Studies and one elective in Race and Ethnicity Studies.” 

“What is Asian American Studies?  

Asian American Studies is a vital component of a liberal education that seeks to broaden awareness and appreciation of the 
world. Asian American Studies deepens understanding of the multi-racial history and character of the United States and also 
provides an opportunity to place the American experience within a larger global context.  

Asian American Studies at Northwestern aims to provide students with an understanding of Asian American experiences as 
fundamental to the ongoing development of America and as linked to both the experiences of other racial minorities in the United 
States and the experiences of Asian migrants across the world. The program thus seeks to foster within students domestic and 
global perspectives that facilitate responsible participation in a rapidly changing world. An interdisciplinary program, Asian 
American Studies develops traditional investigative, analytic and critical skills while also promoting an intellectual litheness and 
creativity that will equip students to meet the challenges of the 21st century.  

Why Asian American Studies?  

The United States is a multiethnic, multinational, and multiracial nation in a modern world marked by migration and 
interdependence. The Asian American Studies Program reflects that reality and prepares students to fully participate in that 
world.” 

 b. Date of its incipience: first graduates: June 2001 (2 graduates) 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: Asian American Advisory Board; exchange with President Bienen; student Hunger 
Strike, 1995.  “In addition to AACC (Asian American Coalition Committee) officers, more than thirty other students attended the 
meeting in support of the center and studies program, representing organization including Undergraduate Student Government, 
Asian American Students in Alliance, Chi Sigma Tau Fraternity, alpha Kappa Delta Phi Sorority, Hindu Students Council, 
Filipinos in Alliance…” (2002).  see website: History link 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: (Nov. 2001: 28 minors) 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Aldon D. Morris, Director 

asianamerican@northwestern.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Ji-Yeon Yuh Prof, AA history and diasporas j-yuh@northwestern.edu 

www.asck.org 
Dorothy Wang Asst Prof, English; AA literature, esp 

poetry 
d-wang5@nwu.edu 
 

Carolyn Chen Asst Prof, Sociology; fieldwork in 
evangelical and Buddhist congregations 

 

 
 
 



AASA at Yale   Spring 2004 
Asian American Studies Task Force 
Research Report 
 

 28 

5. Courses Offered: 
Course 
# 

Course 
Name 

Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’
s Name 

Winter Quarter 2003-04 
ASAM 
201 

Contempor
ary Issues 
in Asian 
American 
Communiti
es 

The course provides a critical examination of post-1965 Asian American communities in 
light of the demographic, social, racial and economic trends in both the United States and 
Asia today. In particular, the course will focus on key themes: the development of the 
Asian American movement and Asian American studies, immigration, settlement and 
adaptation, politics and coalition building, inequality and exploitation, gender and family 
and religion.  
An important objective of this course is raising students’ awareness of and responsibility 
to the needs of Asian American communities. In addition to assigned readings, students 
will examine course themes by conducting fieldwork in the greater Chicago’s Asian 
American communities. 

Carolyn 
Chen 

ASAM 
392 

Japanese 
Americans 
and the 
Pacific 
Wars 

On the anniversary of December 7, 1941, a 1989 editorial cartoon in the Chicago 
Tribune featured two identical headlines: “Japan Bombs Pearl Harbor” followed by 
“Japan Buys Pearl Harbor,” suggesting that the Pacific War and the “trade war” were 
parts of the same enduring conflict with Japan. For more than 100,000 Japanese 
Americans rounded up and imprisoned during World War II, the prospect of another 
American conflict with Japan fueled concerns of a potential backlash. The 1982 murder 
of Vincent Chin, a Chinese American misidentified as a Japanese national and 
bludgeoned to death by two white assailants, underscored the persistent racialized image 
of Japan, the Japanese, and Japanese Americans after more than fifty years of friendly 
relations between the two nations.  
This seminar will use the impact of the Pacific Wars on Japanese Americans as a 
springboard for exploring the links between U.S.-Japan relations and the U.S. domestic 
experience of race and gender relations, nation-building, constitutional ramifications of 
internment, and the formation of Asian American identities. Readings will focus on the 
experience of Japanese American internment, its significance for other racial minorities, 
U.S.-Japan “race war” and “trade war,” Orientalism and American perceptions of Japan, 
the interactions between Japanese Americans and Japanese nationals after 1965, and how 
American understanding of the internment has changed since the fifties and sixties. The 
course will conclude with a brief examination of the internment’s significance for Arab 
Americans in light of the recent 9/11 events. 

Shuji 
Otsuka 

English 
375 

Asian 
American 
Experiment
al Writing 

Like most ethnic literature, Asian American literature is usually read for "content," not 
"form"--that is, for ethnographic, sociological, or touristic interest. Those works of Asian 
American literature (such as Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club) most widely known to the 
reading public, critical and academic establishment, are almost invariably first-person 
narratives, usually bildungsroman. Though fictional, these works are almost always read 
as autobiographical windows into another more "exotic" culture. Just as Asian American 
artistic production did not begin in the 1970's with Maxine Hong Kingston, Asian 
American writing has always been much more varied than what has been acknowledged 
and anointed by the critics. In this course, we will examine a range of fictional, non-
fictional, and poetic texts that challenge our accepted notions of "Asian American 
literature." In doing so, we will also explore the concept of avant-garde minority writing. 

Dorothy 
Wang 

History 
214 

Asian 
American 
History 

This course is an introductory survey of the history of Asian immigrants and Asian 
Americans in the United States. We will examine the experiences of Asian immigrants 
and Asian Americans from a historically-grounded, interdisciplinary perspective that 
locates these experiences within the international context of diaspora and labor migration 
and the domestic context of race relations, nation-building and U.S. prominence as a 
world power. Reaching back to the earliest encounters of Asians with the Americas, we 
will discuss how European imperialism and American expansionism shaped those 
encounters into a history that is often closer in nature to the forced migration of African 
slaves than to the migration of European settlers. We will examine the ways in which 
images such as the Yellow Peril and the Model Minority have concrete impact on the 
lived experience of Asian immigrants and Asian Americans, and explore their 
significance in American discourse on race and racial difference. The significance of 
race and ethnicity, class, and gender in the ongoing creation of the American nation and 
Asian American communities will be an important leitmotif throughout this course. 
Topics include work and labor; nationalism, nativism and anti-Asian movements, 
including the internment of Japanese Americans; gender, family and generational 

Ji-Yeon 
Yuh 
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change, post-1965 immigration, global restructuring and Asian American communities; 
civil rights and the emergence of Asian American identities; and Asian Americans and 
multiculturalism in the so-called post-civil rights era. 

 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: Asian American Advisory Board 
 
 b. Type/purpose of organization: 
 
 c. Student contact: 
 
7. Additional Anecdotal Information (e.g. elaboration of 2b., if appropriate): 
 
 
8. Demographic Statistics: 
 

a. Number of Asian American students (undergraduates): 
    Percentage of student body: 
 
b. Number of Asian American faculty: 
    Percentage of faculty: 
 
c. Number of Asian American graduate students: 
    Percentage of graduate students: 
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1. School Name: Ohio State University 
    Web Address: http://www.cohums.ohio-state.edu/AsianAm/default.htm 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: minor in AA studies 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 1997 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Position Contact Info 
Marjorie K.M. Chan Assoc. Prof chan.9@osu.edu 
Xiaomei Chen Assoc Prof chen.38@osu.edu 
Kirk Denton  denton.2@osu.edu 
Naomi Fukumori Asst Prof fukumori.1@osu.edu 
Frederick T.L. Leong Assoc Prof leong.10@osu.edu 
Kira Sanbonmatsu Asst Prof sanbonmatsu.1@osu.edu 
Patricia Sieber Asst Prof sieber.6@osu.edu 
Judy Tzu-Chun Wu Asst Prof wu.287@osu.edu 
   
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course 

Name 
Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’

s Name 
Comparati
ve Studies 
294 

Ideas of 
India 

This course provides an introduction to South Asia by examining some of the most 
influential ways the region has been imagined. How do discourses of geography, 
religion, history and culture help to construct "ideas of India"? What is the relation 
between these Indias of the mind and real-life projects of empire, nation-building and 
identity-formation? How do ideas of India serve to maintain communities and 
identities among South Asians abroad? While focusing primarily on contemporary 
India, we will examine how different versions of a collective past have produced 
differing understandings of South Asian modernity. 

Rick 
Livingston 

Winter 2003   
HIST 525 Asian 

American 
Women’s 
History 

This course explores the experiences, consciousness and representations of Asian 
American Women from the mid-19th century through the present. The term Asian 
American refers to immigrants as well as those born in the United States of Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Pilipino, South Asian and Southeast Asian ancestry. The readings 
and discussions will examine the intersections of gender, race, class, and nationality in 
the lives of Asian American women. 

Judy Wu 

Comparati
ve Studies 
241 

Intro to 
AsAm 
Studies 

The social category Asian Pacific American encompasses a complex, diverse, and 
rapidly changing population of people of Asian/Pacific descent in the Americas. This 
interdisciplinary course will introduce students to the major issues in the study of 
Asian Pacific Americans, including migration, modernization, racial formation, 
community-building, political mobilization, among others. In this course we will pay 
particular attention to Asian American's use of cultural productions--films, literature, 
art, media, and popular culture--as an expression/reflection of their cultural identities, 
historical conditions, and political efforts. 

Thuy Linh 
Tu 

Comp 
Studies 
665 

Japanese 
American 
Literature 

Critical study of modern Japanese-American literature in historical and cultural 
context; topics vary: literature of the internment, gender and identity politics, genre 
studies, women's writing. 

Naomi 
Fukumori 

Education 
925.45 

Asian 
American 

This course uses the theme of "Asian and Pacific Americans: War and Peace" to 
analyze approaches to curriculum, current research, theory, and pedagogy for Asian 

Shelley 
Wong 
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Education American students from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds in U.S. schools. 
Critiquing stereotypes and unveiling discourse on "otherness" in education will be 
applied to the historically situated problem of "the enemy looks like me". From the 
WW2 Internment of Japanese Americans, the struggle for reparations and the 
changing consciousness of the Asian Americans through civil rights, peace and anti-
imperialist movements, various perspectives from Asian American writers and 
scholars will be introduced. The course includes: history of colonization of Native 
Pacific Islanders and Asian immigration from the cane fields and gold mines, 
historically to the present, and TESOL and bilingual education. A transnational 
perspective will incorporate bilingual/bicultural projects to better meet the needs of 
students from specific Asian/Pacific Islander linguistic and cultural groups (i.e., Lao, 
Hindi speakers from the Fuji Islands). This course in Asian American studies will 
augment and enhance multicultural contributions to the College of Education from 
various ethnic studies areas. 

    
 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: 
Asian American Association – umbrella org 
 
L.A.O.S. 
VSA Vietnamese Student Association 
ISA Indian Student Association 
CSA Chinese Student Association 
HKSA Chinese Student Association 
KSA Korean Student Association 
Indonesian Student Association 
Filipino Student Association 
 
 b. Type/purpose of organization: 
 
 c. Student contact: 
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1. School Name: University of Colorado, Boulder 
    Web Address: http://www.colorado.edu/EthnicStudies/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Asian American Studies 
 
 a. Program Description: The Department of Ethnic Studies has established an undergraduate degree program that 
promotes interdisciplinary research and teaching in Afro American, American Indian, Asian American, Chicano, and 
Comparative American Studies. 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: In January 1996, the Regents of the University of Colorado created the new department, a year 
after the Ethnic Studies major was approved 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: The department of  Ethnic Studies was a natural outgrowth of the Center for Studies 
of Ethnicity and Race in America (CSERA), founded in 1987 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
Ward Churchill 
Office: 303-492-8852 
Ward.Churchill@Colorado.EDU 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
William M. King Professor Office: 303-492-8189 

William.King@Colorado.EDU 
Lane R. Hirabayashi Professor Office: 303-492-0419 

Lane.Hirabayashi@Colorado.EDU 
Kenneth Orona Assistant Professor Office: 303-492-8852 

Kenneth.Orona@Colorado.EDU 
Deward Walker Professor  Office: 303-492-6719 

walkerde@Colorado.EDU 
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus 

if available) 
Professor’s Name 

AAST 1015-3 Intro to Asian American Studies   
AAST 1717-3 Intro to Asian American History   
AAST 2752 Survey of Asian American Literature   
AAST 3013-3 Asian/Pacific American Communities   
AAST 3420-3 Selected Topics   
AAST 3900-3 Asian American Women   
    
 

.  
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1. School Name: University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
    Web Address: http://www.aasp.uiuc.edu/news/events1999-2000.html 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: Minor in Asian American Studies, Asian American Studies Program 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: first offered fall 2002 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Director Kent A. Ono, kaono@uiuc.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Nancy Abelmann Assoc Prof, Anthropology nabelman@uiuc.edu 
Susan Matoba Adler Asst Prof, Curriculum and Instruction smadler@uiuc.edu 
Pallassana R. Balgopa Prof, Social Work pbal@uiuc.edu 
Charles Capwell Prof, Music capwell@uiuc.edu 
Wendy Tam Cho Assoc Prof, Political Science wendycho@uiuc.edu 
Clark Cunningham Prof, Anthropology ccunn@uiuc.edu 
Manisha Desai Program Coordinator, Sociology, Program in South 

Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 
mkdesai@uiuc.edu 

August Espiritu Asst Prof, History aespirit@uiuc.edu 
Moon-Kie Jung Asst Prof, Sociology jung3@uiuc.edu 
Esther Kim Lee Asst Prof, Theatre kim32@uiuc.edu 
Martin Manalansan Asst Prof, Anthropology manalans@uiuc.edu 
Sumie Okazaki Asst Prof, Psychology okazaki@uiuc.edu 
Kent Ono Prof, Asian American Studies kaono@uiuc.edu 
Yoon Pak Asst Prof, Educational Policy Studies yoonpak@uiuc.edu 
R.V. Pandharipande Prof, Religious Studies raj-pan@uiuc.edu 
Jutian Wong Asst Prof, Dance and Asian American Studies  
George T. Yu Prof, Political Science g-yu@uiuc.edu 
 
5. Courses Offered:  
NB: courses listed below are selection from the complete listing, available at 
http://www.aasp.uiuc.edu/academic_desc.html#aas100) 
Numbers in parentheses indicate total number of courses offered in that department that count towards the Asian American 
Studies minor degree. 
Academic Year 2003-04: 30 courses offered total 
Course # Course 

Name 
Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Profess

or’s 
Name 

Asian American Studies (7)   
ASAM 
390 
Section PF 

Asian 
American 
Studies: Pan-
Chinese 
Cinemas: 
Identity, 
Modernity, 
and 
Globalization 

Meets with Hist/ Cine 200 Topics in Film and History: Pan-Chinese Cinemas: 
Identity, Modernity and Globalization 
This course deals with the varied and interconnected developments of Pan-Chinese 
cinemas in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and diasporic Chinese communities in 
Southeast Asia and North America from the 1920s to today. It approaches Chinese 
cinemas as both a social practice and a vehicle of identity formation in a period 
characterized by wars, revolutions, economic transformation, globalization, and racial 
politics. The rise of Pan-Chinese cinemas were embedded in a historical context of 
imperialism and nationalism, and their developments have been interwoven with the 
history of global Chinese diaspora and the vision for cultural modernity. These 
contexts and visions define the themes for this course. Our emphasis is on the 
institutions and cultural politics of film production in the Pan-Chinese world. Course 

Fu 
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requirements include research paper, film reviews, and class presentations. 
ASAM 
390 
Section 
KAO 

Asian 
American  
Media and 
Film 

Meets with Comm 291 
An examination of media generally and films and videos more specifically 
(experimental, documentary, independent, and Hollywood features) much of which 
has been produced by Asian Americans. The course examines these texts in relation to 
the history of Asian Americans, the historical imaging and imagination of Asian 
Americans, and Asian American class, sexuality, and culture more generally. The 
class includes lectures and discussions. There will also be a screening time, during 
which various films, videos, TV shows, and ads will be shown, in addition to artistic 
installations available on-line and other materials from the world wide web. Through 
screenings and discussions, we will examine how Asian Americans attempt to 
construct histories and identities; how media, film, and video intersect with 
developments in Asian American politics and social, artistic, and literary movements, 
and in relation to dominant culture and dominant media/film organizations. Key to the 
course will be the consideration of visual culture's role in producing historical and 
cultural memory of Asian Americans. Grading will revolve around class participation, 
essay examinations, and essays. Recommended prerequisite: junior standing or higher; 
one class in cinema studies and/or Asian American studies. 

Ono 

ASAM 
390 
Section 
SO 

Asian 
American 
Psychology 

Meets with psych 336 
This course provides a survey of psychological experiences of Asian Americans, 
considering various historical, sociopolitical, and cultural influences that shape the 
identity and well-being of individuals in this diverse population group. We will cover 
topics ranging from Asian American identity and identity developments (including 
multiracial identity and transracial adoptee identity), psychological theories of cultural 
differences, acculturation and biculturalism, family and parenting, gender roles and 
gender stereotypes, racial stereotypes, impact of racism and stereotypes, academic 
achievement and career issues, mental health and psychopathology, counseling and 
therapy, to public policy. The course material will synthesize sources from psychology 
and other social science disciplines, arts and media, and personal narratives. 

Okazaki 

ASAM 
390 
Section 
AA 

Asian 
American 
Dance 
History and 
Theory 

This class will introduce students to a wide range of movement practices and 
choreographic projects created by Asian American choreographers and performers. It 
will look at both social and theatrical forms in order to examine how Asian American 
artists use ideologies of artistic “traditions” and “innovations” to embody cultural 
heritage, stage political protests, and express artistic visions. Meets with Dance 351. 

 

Anthropology (4)   
ANTH 
287 

Eating 
American: 
Locating 
Asian 
American 
Cuisine & 
Foodways 

Asians in American have long been associated with images of and practices around 
food. Chinese restaurants are ubiquitous presences in small towns and big cities in the 
United States. Words such as "wonton" and "sushi" have become part of the American 
popular imagination to the extent that notions of ethnic authenticity and authority are 
marked by culinary and alimentary practices, images, and ideas. Experiences of 
immigration, visions and memories of home, family and other social  
relations are almost always mediated by food experiences 
 
The course introduces students to the anthropological study of food to better 
understand the historical, social, and cultural aspects of Asian American food 
preparation, distribution, and consumption. Students will investigate the politics and 
poetics of Asian American foodways by examining social habits and rituals around 
food in restaurants, ethnic cookbooks, fictional works, magazines, and television 
shows. 

 

ANTH 
391 

Globalization 
and Asian 
Diasporas 

The course situates Asian diasporic movement within a comparative and transnational 
framework that broadens the conceptual and theoretical foundations of traditional area 
and ethnic studies. Using Asian American communities as points of comparison with 
other Asian diasporic communities in the world, the course also brings together the 
histories, methodologies and theories of ethnic, area, postcolonial and 
global/transnational studies. By utilizing various texts from anthropology, sociology, 
geography, urban studies, political economy, and cultural studies, the course aims to 
provide students the opportunity to examine Asian American issues within emerging 
debates around globalization. The course presents concepts and theories of 
globalization, diaspora and transnationalism as they are implicated in Asian 
immigration, travel and mobility in the late twentieth century and in the new 
millennium. 
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Comparative Literature (1) 
Comp Lit 
396 

South Asian 
and South 
Asian-
American 
Women 
Writers 
(1850-
present) 

This course will present a broad survey of South Asian women’s writing from the 
early years of the nationalist movement to the present. The section on contemporary 
writing will include works by immigrant and second-generation writers, thereby 
allowing us to compare major themes that appear in the works of women writing in 
South Asia and in the diaspora. We will take note of concerns and questions that 
surface recurrently in these texts and ask how they are informed by the political and 
social history of the region. Do these writers present themselves predominantly as 
artists or activists? How is the category of “literature” or “art” understood and 
transformed by women writing in a colonial and post-colonial context? What is the 
relation between the literary and the critical work being produced today by South 
Asian women, both within and outside the university?  

Beginning with Pandita Ramabai’s short book The High-Caste Hindu Woman (written 
in the US in 1886), we will go on to read Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain’s 1905 
representation of a feminist utopia, Sultana’s Dream, and selections from the writings 
of two major figures in 20th century Indian writing, Mahadevi Verma (1907-1987) 
and Lalithambika Antherjanam (1909-1987). Among contemporary works we will 
read Anita Desai’s novel In Custody as well as short stories by Amrita Pritam and 
Mahasweta Devi. Asian-American texts will include Meena Alexander’s Fault Lines, 
Tahira Naqvi’s Attar of Roses, Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies, Bharati 
Mukherjee’s Jasmine, and Anita Rau Badami’s  
Tamarind Mem. A course packet will make available to the students some powerful 
analyses of gender, caste and class in South Asian communities. We will focus in 
particular on Uma Chakravarti’s “Whatever Happened to the Vedic Dasi,” Tharu and 
Niranjana’s “Problems for a Contemporary Theory of Gender” and “Chaste Identities” 
from Sunaina Marr Maira’s Desis in the House. All readings in English.  

 

Educational Policy Studies (3) 
Ed Policy 
399 

Comparative 
Research on 
Race and 
Asian 
American 
Education 

This course examines the nature of educational experiences, broadly defined, in the 
lives of Asian Americans through historical biographical narratives. Topics for 
discussion include the interplay of gender, class, and sexual orientation in the 
development of one's Asian American identity through the lens of education. This 
seminar course is designed to assist advanced undergraduate and graduate students to 
develop an individual research agenda related to historical or contemporary issues on 
Asian American education. Topics such as school segregation, bilingual education, the 
model minority stereotype, affirmative action in higher education, gender and sexual 
orientation are some of the topics, among many, that students may wish to explore in 
greater detail. Students will work throughout the semester to craft a solid research 
proposal and possibly to prepare their work for presentation at academic conferences. 

 

English (3) 
ENGL 
360 

Asian 
American 
Literature: 
Fantasy, 
Desire, 
Trauma 

In this course we will read Asian American literature within the psychoanalytic 
frameworks of fantasy, desire, and trauma. We will consider the following questions: 
How is the Asian/American constituted as object of knowledge, object of fantasy, and 
object of desire? How does the Asian American come into being through processes of 
identification and desire? How are race and nation traumatic formations? What is 
uncanny about racial identities? What losses does the Asian American mourn? What 
specters haunt the Asian American and the American nation? Course requirements 
include several short writing assignments and a final paper. 

 

History (2) 
HIST 361 Immigrant 

America 
A survey of 20th century immigration to the United States, with a particular focus on 
migrants from Asia and Latin America. The course will cover international contexts 
for migration, race, class , and gender issues, and the national debates on immigration. 

 

Sociology (2) 
SOCY 
224 

Asian 
Americans of 
Hawai’i, Past 
and Present 

Hawai'i was home to a majority of "Asian Americans" during the first half of the 
twentieth century. Hawai'i is currently the only state with an "Asian American" 
majority population. And, Hawai'i is also arguably the most politically progressive 
state or region in the U.S. From various theoretical perspectives, the course examines 
this singularly significant place in the history and sociology of Asian Americans. 
Topics to be addressed include colonization, labor migration under capitalism, racisms 
faced by Asians, intra-Asian divisions, the emergence of an interracial labor 

 



AASA at Yale   Spring 2004 
Asian American Studies Task Force 
Research Report 
 

 36 

movement, radicalism, postwar political mobilization, dynamics of gender inequality, 
social meanings of "Asian American" and "local" identities, and Hawaiian nationalism 

SOCY 
396 

Asian 
Americans 
and Social 
Inequalities 

At least since the 1960s, sociology and the other social sciences have largely 
sidestepped questions of inequality in relation to Asian Americans, simplistically and 
indiscriminately positing them as a &ldquo;model minority.&rdquo; Through open-
ended discussions of key texts, this course examines various forms of social inequality 
between Asian American and other groups as well as among Asian Americans, 
including those based on race, gender, class, nationality, and sexuality. 

 

    
 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: Asian Pacific American Affairs - http://www.odos.uiuc.edu/apaa/ 
 
 b. Type/purpose of organization: 
 
 c. Student contact: 
 
7. Additional Anecdotal Information (e.g. elaboration of 2b., if appropriate): 
fall of 1997, the Asian American Studies Committee was organized, with the charge to build an academic program in Asian 
American studies. This academic program was created in Fall 2000, with six faculty lines filled. 
 
In Fall 2002, the minor in Asian American Studies becomes available. Kent Ono of UC Davis is also hired as the permanent 
director for the program. 
(see http://www.aasp.uiuc.edu/aboutus_program.html for history of program implementation) 
 
- The Asian American studies program is the largest of its kind in the Midwest 
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1. School Name: University of Maryland 
    Web Address: http://www.aast.umd.edu/index.html 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 

a. Program Description: Certificate in Asian American Studies, Asian American Studies Program. 

The Certificate program is a 21 credit-hour complimentary study component. It offers students an excellent opportunity to 
develop a specialization in Asian American issues while pursuing an undergraduate degree in another field. Students wishing to 
earn a certificate in Asian American Studies are expected to take two core courses, 4 elective courses, and a Capstone course. 

Our Mission 

The Asian American Studies Program at the University of Maryland fosters excellence in research and teaching about ethnic 
Asians in the United States and the Americas. By "Asian American," we refer to populations of Asian ancestry that constitute a 
dynamic presence in the Americas since their first arrival in the 1600s. Specifically, we study persons who have immigrant or 
ancestral ties to any region of Asia and the Pacific. Though there is no single Asian American identity, community or experience, 
we believe that Asian American Studies provides a special opportunity for inquiry based on collaboration across fields and 
disciplines of academic study. 

Asian American Studies inquires into the lives, history and culture of Asians in the Americas from a comparative point of view. 
Our courses and research examine Asian American experiences as both distinctive and connected to the broader themes of 
diversity, ethnicity, race and migration in the Americas. 

 b. Date of its incipience: 1991 

c. Method by which it came about: Asian American Studies courses have been offered at the University of Maryland 
since 1991. In recognition of student interest and the benefit to the broader community, the university formally started the Asian 
American Studies Program in May 2000, appointing a part-time director, part-time instructors, and student staff. 

In the Winter of 2001, the University of Maryland hired two full time faculty to serve as the core of the program, enabling the 
expansion of courses, research and other activities starting this academic year, 2001-2002. The program has since become 
extremely popular among students. In 2001-2002, enrollment in our 13 Asian American Studies courses numbered about 400, 
including students of every background and from a wide range of majors across the university. 

d. Number of students enrolled in program 

 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Seung-Kyung Kim, Director 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Core Faculty   
Seung-Kyung Kim Assoc Prof, Women’s Studies  
Dae Young Kim Asst Prof, Sociology  
Lisa Mar Asst Prof, History  
Affiliate Faculty   
Kandice Chuh Asst Prof, English  
Sonalde Desai Assoc Prof, Sociology  
Karen Kurotsuchi Inkelas Asst Prof, counseling and Personnel 

Services 
 

Bryan Kim Asst Prof, Psychology  
Marylu McEwen Assoc Prof, Counseling and Personnel 

Services 
 

Sangeeta Ray Assoc Prof, English  
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Visiting Profs   
Phil Nash Visiting Asst Prof  
Franklin Odo Visiting Assoc Prof  
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course Name Course Description 

(link to syllabus if 
available) 

Professor’s Name 

Spring 2003   
AAST498A Education and Counseling Issues for Asian Americans  McEwen, M. 
AAST498C Advanced Topics in Asian American Studies: Ethnicity  Mar, L. 
AAST498G Advanced Topics: Asian American Women: the Social 

Construction of Gender 
 Kim, S. 

AAST498M Advanced Topics: Asian American Public Policy  Nash, P. 
    
 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: 
 
 b. Type/purpose of organization: 
 
 c. Student contact: 
 
7. Additional Anecdotal Information (e.g. elaboration of 2b., if appropriate): 

Detailed Chronology of Asian American Studies at the University of Maryland 

Spring 1995 
Students taking Asian American Experiences course with Dr. Sangeeta Ray saw a need for more Asian 
American courses at UMCP.  Organize student group Working for Asian American Studies Program 
(WAASP). 

April 1995 WAASP sets up meeting with Provost Daniel Fallon attended by faculty, staff and administrators to present 
student concerns. 

June 1995 Provost's office provides seed funds for Asian American Studies Project with Dr. Seung-kyung Kim as 
coordinator and Mr. William Liu as graduate assistant for 1995-1996 academic year. 

December 1995 

Asian American Studies Project holds one-day workshop for administrators and department chairs with 
Professor Gary Okihiro, Director of Asian American Studies Program at Cornell University. Asian American 
Studies Project submits Proposal for an Asian American Studies Program at the University of Maryland, 
College Park to Deans of Undergrad. Studies and College of Arts and Humanities. 

March 1996 UMCP undergraduates host 18th annual East Coast Asian Student Union leadership conference attended by 
600 students, mostly undergraduates. 

Spring 1996 Asian American Studies Project sponsors film festival, "Stories from the Asian Diaspora," included among 
course assignments for three comparative literature courses and Asian American Experiences course. 

June 1996 Asian American Studies Project conducts two-day workshop to develop curriculum for Asian American 
Studies Certificate. 

November 1996 Asian American Studies Project hosts annual East of California Asian American Studies Conference to discuss 
and implement development of Asian American Studies programs nationwide. 

February/March 
1997 

Asian American Student Union (AASU) and WAASP form coalitions with student groups such as Latino 
Student Union and Black Student Union; stage campaign of protests and rallies to bring attention to issue of 
Asian American Studies. AASU student representatives and Asian American Studies Project faculty and staff 
meet with President William Kirwan to discuss concerns and needs. Task Force on Asian American Studies 
created. 

April 1997 Asian American Studies Project sponsors one-day colloquium, Imaging Culture/Imagining Asian America, 
bringing four scholars from art history, film and cultural studies, history and race theory. 
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December 1997 Task Force submits report to Provost Gregory Geoffroy.  Asian Amerian Studies Project co-sponsors "Asians 
in the Americas II," dance performances with themes from the Asian diaspora. 

March 1998 Task Force Report endorsed by Provost. 

April 1998 Project holds 2nd annual "Imaging Culture/Imagining Asian America" colloquium; WAASP hosts immigrant 
experience workshop for area high school students. 

May 2000 Campus Senate passes curriculum proposal for the Asian American Studies Program. With this passage the 
Asian American Studies Project becomes a certificate granting program.  

January 2001 Dr. Lisa Mar accepts offer for joint faculty position with the Asian American Studies Program and the History 
Department.  

February 2001 Asian American Alumni Club, spearheaded by Christina Lagdameo, Dharma Naik, and Noel Barrion, initiates 
funding drive for the newly created Asian American Studies Scholarship.  

March 2001 Dr. Dae Young Kim accepts offer for a joint faculty position with the Asian American Studies Program and the 
Sociology Department.  

May 2001 Christina Lagdameo, Tanya Lee, and Dharma Naik receive the first Asian American Studies Certificate; 
Marian Antony and Carmela Clendening are first recipients of Asian American Studies Scholarship  

June 2001 The Asian American Studies Program will move from its current space, 3109 Taliaferro Hall to 1147 Tawes 
Fine Arts Building.  
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1. School Name: University of Minnesota- Twin Cities 
    Web Address: http://cla.umn.edu/aasi/home.html 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: Asian American Studies Minor 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: Fall 2003 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: Asian American studies at the University of Minnesota grew out of the interests and 
needs of faculty, graduate and undergraduate students, and Twin Cities artists, leaders, and activists who recognized a need to 
reframe for Minnesota a discipline traditionally centered in the East and West Coasts. 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Position Contact Info 
Catherine Ceniza Choy Asst Prof, American Studies Program choyx001@tc.umn.edu 

612/626-7646 (office) 
Jigna Desai Asst Prof, Women’s Studies desai003@tc.umn.edu 

612/624-0363 (office) 
Karen Ho Asst Prof, Anthropology karenho@umn.edu 
Erika Lee Asst Prof, History erikalee@tc.umn.edu 

612/624-9569 (office) 
Richard M. Lee Psychology richlee@umn.edu  

612/625-6357 (office) 
Josephine Lee English jolee@umn.edu 

612/625-9510 (office) 
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course Name Professor’s Name 
Spring 2004 
AMST 3113W:2 Interracial, Transracial, Mixed-race Americans Catherine Ceniza Choy 
AMST 3113W:3 Multiculuralism Revisted through the Space of Asian America Joyce Mariano 
AMST 8240 Gender, Race, Class, Ethnicity, Sexuality in the U.S.: Research Strategies Catherine Ceniza Choy 
ANTH 4980 The Social Construction of Whiteness Karen Ho 
ENGL 4232 American Drama by Writers of Color Josephine Lee 
HIST 5877 Asian American History graduate seminar Erika Lee 
PSY 4993 Directed Study: Asian American Identity and Family Richard Lee 
SOC 3211 American Race Relations Douglas Harmann 
Fall 2003 
ALL 3900 Topics in Asian Literature: South Asian and South Asian-American Women 

Writers 
Simona Sawhney 

AMST 3001 Intro to Asian American Studies Catherine Ceniza Choy 
AMST 3114 America in International Perspective: Post-1965 Immigration Jennifer Pierce 
AMST 8239 Gender, Race, Class, Ethnicity, Sexuality in the U.S. Catherine Ceniza Choy 
GC 1836-001 Asian American Literature Jill Gidmark 
HIST 1902 Freshman Seminar: Nation of Immigrants or Gatekeeping Nation? American 

Immigration in Historical and Contemporary Perspective 
Erika Lee 

HIST 3875 Comparative Race and Ethnicity in U.S. History Yuichiro Onishi 
ENGL 4311 Asian American Literature and Drama Josephine Lee 
PSY 1907 Freshman Seminar: Asian American Experience Richard Lee 
PSY 4993 Directed Study: Asian American Identity and Family Richard Lee 
WOST 4900 Asian American Women’s Literature Jigna Desai 
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1. School Name:  University of Utah 
    Web Address: http://www.ethnic.utah.edu/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Ethnic Stuides 
 
 a. Program Description: Its specific focus is the cultures, histories and experiences of American Indian and Americans 
of African, Asian, and Mexican descent. Four programs currently constitute the Ethnic Studies Program: African American, 
Asian Pacific American, Chicana/o, and the American Indian Studies. With the exception of the Asian Pacific American Studies 
Program, each program offers a minor. (??? But on the website, http://www.ethnic.utah.edu/minors.html#asam, listed under 
“Asian pacific American Studies, it states the “requirements for the minor.” Weird.  
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
Haruko T. Moriyasu (director) (801) 581-5206 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Pei-te Lien Political Science 5-7984 
 
5. Courses Offered: 

• Ethnic Studies 2500  Introduction to Ethnic Studies  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 2580  Asian Pacific American Experiences  (3)  

History and Politics (One of the following)  

• Ethnic Studies 4600  Asian Pacific American History  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 5430  Asian Pacific American Politics  (3)  

Contemporary Issues (One of the following)  

• Ethnic Studies 3520  Asian Pacific American Contemporary Issues  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 3474  Mental Health and Asian Pacific Americans  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 5400  Asian Pacific American Educational Experiences  (3)  

Literature, Language & Arts (One of the following)  

• Ethnic Studies 3750  Asian Pacific American Literature  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 5100  Asian Pacific American Literature Seminar  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 5880  Special Topics  (3) 

Gender and Ethnicity (One of the following)  

• Ethnic Studies 3880  Asian Pacific American Women  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 5540  Media and Ethnicity  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 5880  Special Topics  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 2590  Pacific Islander American Experience  (3)  
• Ethnic Studies 3190  Racial and Ethnic Politics  (3)  
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1. School Name: University of Wisconsin-Madison 
    Web Address: http://polyglot.lss.wisc.edu/aasp/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: Certificate, Asian American Studies Program 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 1991 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: In 1988, the Asian Coalition group of activists, community members, and university 
students, faculty, and staff wrote a proposal for the creation of an Asian American Studies Program at the University of 
Wisconsin- Madison. (To see the proposal, go to: UW Madison's Asian American Studies Program Proposal)  In 1991, a director 
Amy Ling was hired, and the first Asian American Studies Program in the Midwest was begun. 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Hemant Shah, Director 
    hgshah@wisc.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Victor Bascara Asst Prof, English  
Leslie Bow Assoc Prof, English  
Peggy Choy Lecturer, Center for Southeast Asian Studies  
Grace Hong Asst Prof, English  
Stacey Lee Prof, Educational Policy Studies  
Monita Manalo Lecturer, South Asian Studies  
Ella Mae Matsumura Assoc Prof, School of Business  
Jan Miyasaki Lecturer, Asian American Studies  
Lisa Nakamura Asst Prof, Communication Arts  
Kirin Narayan Prof, Anthropology  
Pam Oliver Prof, Sociology  
Rhacel Parreas Asst Prof, Asian American Studies and Women’s Studies  
Hemant Shah Prof, Journalism and Mass Communication  
Michael Thornton Prof, Afro-American Studies  
Lillian Tong Faculty Associate, Center for Biology Education  
 
 
5. Courses Offered: nb: not a complete listing 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to 

syllabus if available) 
Professor’s Name 

Fall 2003    
ASAM 153 Asian American Movement   
ASAM 220 Ethnic Movements    
ASAM 443 Mutual Perceptions of Racial Minorities   
ASAM 540 Citizenship and Immigration   
Spring 2004    
ASAM 260 Asian American Cultural Politics   
ASAM 560 Globalization and Racialized Immigrant 

Culture 
  

    
 
6. Asian American Student Organization(s) on Campus: 
 a. Name of organization: 
 
 b. Type/purpose of organization: 
 
 c. Student contact: 
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7. Additional Anecdotal Information (e.g. elaboration of 2b., if appropriate): 
 
History and Mission of the Asian American Studies Program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison:  

The Asian American Studies Program at the University of Wisconsin- Madison is an interdisciplinary program devoted to the 
teaching, research, and cultural activities of Americans of Asian ancestry. The Program serves as a teaching and resource center 
not only for Asian Americans but for the University community as a whole.  

In 1988, the Asian Coalition group of activists, community members, and university students, faculty, and staff wrote a proposal 
for the creation of an Asian American Studies Program at the University of Wisconsin- Madison. (To see the proposal, go to: UW 
Madison's Asian American Studies Program Proposal)  In 1991, a director Amy Ling was hired, and the first Asian American 
Studies Program in the Midwest was begun.  
   
Program goals: The Asian American Studies Program (AASP) seeks to educate the University community on Asian American 
issues in a variety of ways. It offers an array of courses devoted to the historical, political, literary, sociological, psychological, 
and educational concerns of Asian Americans. To supplement course work and to introduce the community to the creative 
achievements of Asian Americans, the Program also sponsors many events from film and video festivals to lectures and readings 
by both emerging and prominent Asian American writers and scholars.  

A certificate in Asian American Studies has been available since 1998. (For more information on certificate requirements, go 
to: Certificate) We hope to one day offer a major in Asian American Studies.  

Full history timeline available at: http://polyglot.lss.wisc.edu/aasp/about/AASP%20History10-26-02.doc 
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SOUTH 
 
1. School Name: University of Texas, Austin 
    Web Address: http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/aas/index.html 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Center for Asian American Studies (CAAS) 
 
 a. Program Description: Courses, Asian American Studies is a Specialization in the Ethnic Studies Major 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: fall, 2000 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Rowena Fong (CAAS director) 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Kimberly Alidio Assistant Professor, History kalidio@mail.utexas.edu 
Julie Cho Lecturer, Radio-Television-Film jgcho@mail.utexas.edu 
Elaine Chun Instructor, Ph.D. Candidate, Linguistics echun@mail.utexas.edu 
James Lee Assistant Professor, English jkl@mail.utexas.edu 
Paul LePhuoc Instructor 

Asian American Studies and 
Educational Psychology 

lephuoc@mail.utexas.edu 

Miriam Murtuza Assistant Instructor, English mmurtuza@mail.utexas.edu 
America Rodriguez Associate Professor, Radio-Television-Film arodriguez@mail.utexas.edu 
Sharmila Rudrappa Assistant Professor, Sociology rudrappa@mail.la.utexas.edu 
   
 
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s Name 
 Introduction to Asian 

American Studies 
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/aas/courses039.html 
 

Paul LePhuoc 

 Asian American Literature and 
Culture-W 

http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/aas/courses039.html 
 

Miriam Murtuza 

 Recreating Asian American 
Literature-W 

http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/aas/courses039.html 
 

James Lee 

 Conference Course in Asian 
American Studies 

http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/aas/courses039.html 
 

 

 Honors Tutorial Course http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/aas/courses039.html 
 

 

 Honors Tutorial Course-W http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/aas/courses039.html 
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SOUTHWEST 
 
1. School Name: Arizona State University 
    Web Address: http://www.asu.edu/copp/asianamerican/about.html 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 

a. Program Description: Asian Pacific American Studies (APAS) Program, located within the College of Public 
Programs.  APAS Program offers a certificate.  Asian Pacific American Studies (APAS) is the examination of the 
experiences, histories, cultures, and contemporary status of people of Asian and Pacific Islander descent living in the 
United States. As such, this certificate program does not focus on the study of Asia or the Pacific Islands per se. This is 
the only certificate program of its kind offered by the Arizona universities. It is designed for ASU undergraduates in: 
Any major seeking an additional area of specialization.  
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies seeking a certificate program for their degree. 

The specific goals of the certificate program, are to provide the students with:  

• Knowledge about specific Asian Pacific American ethnic communities.  
• Knowledge about the history and maintenance of the category, “Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders”.  
• An understanding of Asian Pacific American studies as an area of inquiry.  
• An understanding of Asian Pacific American community politics, dynamics, conflicts.  
• An understanding of contemporary social issues facing Asian Pacific Americans.  
• Practical experience in working on some contemporary social issues through a multicourse project that culminates in a 

portfolio that students can use after graduation.  
• Practical experience in utilizing course work knowledge in the community through an internship or community service 

project.  

 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: “created through long-term efforts by Asian Pacific American communities in 
Arizona and supporters of these communities: APA faculty, staff, and students at ASU; Office of the President; Office of the 
Provost; The College of Public Programs.” 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): Regional focus on the experiences of Asian Pacific Americans in the 
Southwest 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Tom Nakayama, Director 

Carol Caruss, Administrative Associate, apastudies@asu.edu 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Thomas Nakayama Director, Prof  
Melinda L. de Jesús Asst Prof  
John P. Rosa Asst Prof  
Wei Li Asst Prof  
Karen Kuo Academic Associate, Academic Advisor  
Affiliate Faculty   
Hyaeweol Choi Assoc Prof  
James Eder Prof  
Montye Fuse Asst Prof  
Karen Leong Asst Prof  
Jacqueline Martinez Asst Prof  
Cecilia Menjivar Assoc Prof  
Kathryn Nakagawa Asst Prof  
Scott Okamoto Asst Prof  
Carl Yoshioka Prof  
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5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s 

Name 
APA 200 Intro to APA Studies   
APA 210 Intro to Ethnic Studies in 

the US 
  

APA 310 APA Arts & Cultures   
APA 315 APA Literature   
APA 330 APA Genders and 

Sexualities 
  

APA 340 APAs and Media   
APA 360 APA Experience: 

Chinese American 
Filipino/a American 
Japanese American 
Korean American 
Pacific Islander 
South Asian American 
Southeast Asian American 

  

APA 394 Special Topics: APA 
Legal History 

This course examines the history of immigration laws, civil rights 
legislation, and popular trials regarding Asian Americans and Pacific 
islanders since 1790. This social/cultural history class draws upon 
progressive legal scholarship dealing with race, personal legal 
narratives, and documentary films in order to study a range of "API" 
experiences within the larger framework of racial paradigms in the U. 
S. The varying political statuses of indigenous Pacific islanders in the 
twentieth century will also be explored. 

 

APA 394 Special Topics: APAs and 
Film 

This course focuses on the social and visual construction of APAs in 
narrative (Hollywood films) documentary and experimental films, 
including how APA's have been treated by the film industry. 

Syllabus 

APA 394 Special Topics: APA & 
Mixed Race 

Examines the experiences of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders of 
"mixed-race" ancestry and the history and politics of racial paradigms 
in the U.S. 

 

APA 394 Special Topics: APA 
Performance Art 

We will approach performance art as writers and performers of topics 
related to the APA Experience. Although we will read and discuss 
historical, critical, and theoretical perspectives on solo performance, 
performance art, and the APA Experience, we will work to use these 
ideas in the process of developing our own performance projects: this 
is a course where writing and performing are as important as theory 
and criticism. We will look at how performance art explores 
difference: in the areas of gender, sexuality, ethnicity, social and 
political values—particularly as these inform the APA identity. We 
will explore performative writing and perform works written by 
established artists as well as personal works developed over the 
semester. 

 

APA 450 APA Contemporary Issues This course focuses on issues shaping Asian Pacific American 
communities including immigration, politics, economic participation, 
family issues, education issues, health, gender issues, youth issues, 
inter-racial relations and other contemporary topics. 

Syllabus 

APA 484 Internship: Community 
Service 

  

APA 494 Special Topics: APA 
Communities 

This course provides students with an understanding of the historical 
and contemporary issues of Asian Pacific American Communities 
from a national and local perspective. Students will gain an 
understanding of the commonalities and diversity of issues across 
different Asian Pacific American Communites today. There will be 
structured community volunteer time. 

 

APA 494 Special Topics: APA 
Immigration & Social 
Justice 

This course explores the causes and consequences of recent Asian and 
Pacific Islander American immigration to the United States and the 
incorporation of these immigrants and refugees into the American 
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economy and society. The main theoretical debates and controversies 
in the field of immigration will be examined as well as everyday 
issues facing newcomers. 

APA 494 APA Workforce This course focuses on issues facing Asian Pacific American workers 
in the United States. Major topics include changing nature of the 
global and U.S. labor market, the impact of expanding consumer 
markets in the U.S. and Asia, workplace conditions, and the role of 
ethnic businesses in the U.S. economy. 

 

APA 494 APA Leadership This course provides students with a comprehensive and comparative 
overview and analysis of the history and current formations of Asian 
Pacific American leadership within the United States. The course will 
cover the long history of leadership, political and community 
resistance, and organizing activities of Asian Pacific Americans from 
the past to present day. 

 

APA 494 APA and Globalization This course explores Asian and Pacific Americans in the globalization 
process, by taking a comparative focus on Asian Pacific Americans as 
transnationals and bridge builders across the Pacific Rim, both 
historically and contemporaneously. In particular, we will examine 
recent Asian immigration as a transnational process involving both the 
increasing mobility of capital and population across national borders, 
as well as the economic and political backlash against Asian 
immigration due to its transnational ties. 

Syllabus 
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WEST COAST 
 
1. School Name: California State University- Fullerton 
    Web Address: http://hss.fullerton.edu/asian-american/  
 
Asian American Studies Program  
     (714) 278-2006 
     Humanities Building 313 
    California State University, Fullerton  
    P.O. Box 6868, Fullerton CA 92834-6868 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: Asian American Studies 
 
 a. Program Description: Minor was approved at the same time and the Ethnic Studies  
B.A. Option in Asian American Studies was just approved in summer 1999. 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: Summer 1996 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
Prof. Craig K. Ihara, Coordinator 
    (714) 278-2753 
    cihara@fullerton.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Thomas Fujita Rony Advisor, Assit. Prof. of AAS Phone: (714) 278-3869 

E-mail: tfujitarony@fullerton.edu 
Jeffrey H. Brody Associate Prof. of Communications jbrody@fullerton.edu 
William B. Gudykunst Professor of Speech Comm.  wgudykunst@fullerton.edu 
Arthur A. Hansen Prof. of History ahansen@fullerton.edu 
Mikyong Kim-Goh Assoc. Prof of Human Services mkimgoh@fullerton.edu 
Michael Perez Assist. Professor Sociology mperez@fullerton.edu 
Yichin Shen Assist. Prof of English yshen@fullerton.edu 
Son Kim Vo Director of Inter-Cultural Dev. Center svo@fullerton.edu 
   
 
5. Courses Offered: Ethnic Studies BA option 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to 

syllabus if available) 
Professor’s Name 

ASAM 101 Intro to Ethnic Studies Core  
HIST/ASAM 
201 

The History of Asian Americans Core   

ASAM 364 The South Asian American Experience   
ASAM 366 The Korean American Experience   
ASAM 362 The Filipina/o American Experience   
 
5. Courses Offered: Asian American Studies MINOR (besides those stated above) 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if 

available) 
Professor’s Name 

ASAM 105 Inro to Asian Amer. Studies core  
ASAM 308 Asian Pacific American Women   

ASAM 342 Asian American Families   
ASAM 344 Asian American Identities   
ASAM 346 Asian Amer. Psychology   
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1. School Name: Loyola Marymount University 
    Web Address: http://bellarmine.lmu.edu/apam/ 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 

a. Program Description: Asian Pacific American Studies (APAM); Minor degree offered. 
“APAM offers a minor program in Asian Pacific American Studies. The hallmark of the program is its flexibility and its rigor. 
The APAM minor program allows students to design a highly tailored curriculum that will serve their specific academic and 
professional interests. At the same time, all APAM minors must complete an original research project that results in a thesis.” 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 

APAM Minors  

Academic Year 2001-2002  

Sela Foukimoana. Thesis Title: "The Voices Unheard: Exploring the Opinion of Pacific Islanders in Light of Census 2000."  

Gregory A. Pacificar. Thesis Title: "A Minority From Within: Gay Filipino Americans Rethinking The Roles in the HIV/AIDS 
Epidemic."  

Shane Sasaki. Thesis Title: "InvASIAN": The Rave Scene and Asian American Involvement."  

Academic Year 2000-2001  

Charity Robertson. Thesis title: "Visual Representations: Korean Americans and the Media."  

C. Paul Valen. Thesis Title: "Asian Investment Trends in United States Real Estate." Staff Counselor, WRAP Family Services, 
Los Angeles.  

Academic Year 1999-2000  

Amy Nawatani. Thesis title: "Sense of Place within the Japanese American Community." Ph.D. Student. School of Education, 
University of California, Santa Barbara.  

Vicki Chiang. Thesis title: "Culture Conflicts and Mental Health Aid for Parents and Children in the Chinese American Family." 
Psy.D. student. Program in Clinical Psychology, California Professional School of Psychology.  

Stephen C. Gomez, Thesis Title: "Language Lost: A Study of the Post-Colonial Effects on Filipino-American Ethnic Identity."  

Gitanjali (Gina) Singh. Thesis Title: "The Asian Indian Experience: History, Social Change, and the Future." Joint M.A. (Asian 
American Studies) and M.S.W. student, UCLA.  

e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Dr. Edward J.W. Park, Director 
    epark@lmu.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Core Faculty   
Edward J.W. Park Director, Assoc. Prof  
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Jennifer Abe-Kim Assoc Prof, Psychology  
Constance Chen Asst Prof, History  
Stuart Ching Asst Prof, English  
Allen Aquino Lecturer, APAM  
Maxwell S. Leung Lecturer, APAM  
Stella Oh Lecturer, APAM  
Isaiah Walker Lecturer, APAM  
Extended Faculty   
Robert Chang Prof, School of Law  
Lisa Ikemoto Prof, School of Law  
Brian Leung Assoc Prof, School of Education  
Edmundo Litton Asst Prof, School of Education  
Art Nomura Assoc Prof, School of Film and Television  
 
5. Courses Offered: 
Course # Course Name Course Description (link to syllabus if available) Professor’s Name 
Spring 2004   
APAM 117 Intro to APA Studies  Edward Park 
APAM 371 APA Literature  Stuart Ching 
APAM 398 Race and Power in LA  Edward Park 
APAM 450 Pacific Islander American 

Experience 
 Isaiah Walker 
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1. School Name: University of California, Berkeley 
Web Address: http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~ethnicst/ethgrp/esgrad.html  
 

2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available:  
 
I. ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM 
 a. Program Description:  Major, Undergraduate Program 
 
The Asian American Studies Program offers a unified and comprehensive undergraduate curriculum which seeks to make at least 
three major contributions. First, it prepares students for positions of service and leadership in Asian American communities. To 
do this, the program draws heavily on the curricula of such schools and departments as Education, Public Health, Law, and 
Sociology. The program itself offers instruction in those areas relating to the special needs of Asian American communities. 
Second, the program explores the hitherto neglected aspects of the cultural, political, and historical experience of Asians in the 
United States, and prepares students for graduate work in their own and allied fields. Third, the program broadens the curriculum 
at Berkeley to include instruction which reflects the conditions of Asians and other Third World people living in America. 
 
 b. Date of its incipience:  
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
 
3. I. Asian-AMERICAN Studies Program Director Contact: 
Michael Omi  Associate Professor and Chair of Ethnic 

Studies 
510.643.8744 
omi@socrates.berkeley.edu 

 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Dewey St. Germaine AAS Major Advisor  510) 643-6420 

deweystg@uclink4.berkeley.edu 
Evelyn Nakano Glenn  Professor of Women's Studies and 

Ethnic Studies 
510.643.8181/ 642.2767 
englenn@socrates.berkeley.edu 

Elaine Kim Professor 510.642.9132   
ehkim@uclink4.berkeley.edu 

Ronald Takaki Professor 510.642-2289  
rtakaki@uclink4.berkeley.edu 

Ling-chi Wang Assoc. Professor 510.642.7439  
lcwang@uclink4.berkeley.edu 

Sau-ling Wong Professor 510.642.6195  
slwong@uclink4.berkeley.edu 

 
 
5. Courses Offered: nb: sample of courses listed, only 

120.  Comparative History of Asian American Experiences in America. (4)   Three hours of seminar per week. Prerequisites: 
20A or equivalent. Analysis of the similarities and dissimilarities of the Asian experience in America; methods of comparative 
approach to Asian American history; common Asian experiences in areas such as immigration, labor, economic development, 
race relations, community institutions and development. Occupational patterns will be analyzed and compared. (SP)  

123.  Korean American History. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per week. Prerequisites: 20A or 
equivalent. Koreans in America from 1876 to the present. Topics include comparative immigration and settlement patterns; labor 
and socio-economic life; political activities; community organization; and issues related to the contemporary population influx. 
(SP)  

124.  Filipino American History. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per week. Prerequisites: 20A or 
equivalent. Topics include consequences of the Spanish-American War on Pilipino emigration; conditions in Hawaii and 
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California and the need for Pilipino labor; community development; changing relations between the U.S. and the Philippines; 
effects of independence movement and World War II on Pilipino Americans; and contemporary issues. (F,SP)  

125.  Contemporary Issues of Southeast Asian Refugees in the U.S. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per 
week. Prerequisites: 20A or equivalent. This course will introduce students to the sociocultural, economic, educational, and 
political issues facing Southeast Asian refugees in the U.S. While the course focus is on the Asian American experience, 
references will be made to the pre-migration experiences and histories of the Southeast Asian refugee groups. The processes and 
problems in the formulation of refugee programs and services in the U.S. also will be addressed in their implications for refugee 
resettlement and adaptation experience. Emphasis will be placed on comparative analyses of the Southeast Asian refugee 
communities. (F,SP)  

126.  Southeast Asian Migration and Community Formation. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per 
week. Prerequisites: 20A or equivalent. This course will examine Southeast Asian migration and resettlement in the U.S. in the 
context of the United States involvement in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia during the Vietnam War. It will also address the post-
war "legacies" and their impact on the societies and politics of the three countries as well as neighboring states in the region. 
Asylum politics and refugee camp experiences will be addressed in the discussion of the formation of U.S. resettlement policies 
and of the adaptation of Southeast Asian refugees. (F,SP)  

129.  Asians and Pacific Islanders in Hawaii. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per week. Prerequisites: 
20A or equivalent. A course about the peoples of Hawaii from 1778 or the arrival of Captain James Cook to the present. A study 
of the sociey, culture, and economy of Hawaii in order to penetrate beneath the glamorous image of the islands. (F,SP)  

130.  Asian Americans and Foreign Policy. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per week. Prerequisites: 
20A or consent of instructor. This course is an introduction to the political, economic, and cultural relations between the United 
States and Asia and their implications for Asian American communities. In analyzing interstate relations, students will gain 
insight into U.S. policies and interests in Asian-Pacific and the interplay of internal and external forces that shaped the Asian 
American experience and influenced the emergence and development of Asian American communities. (SP)  

131.  Asian Diaspora(s) from an Asian American Perspective. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per 
week. Analyzes the global presence of an Asian group with a significant U.S. population: migration/settlement history, 
transnational economic/political/cultural interactions between diasporic communities and with land of origin, impact on Asian 
American community/identity formation. Instructor selects group(s). (F,SP)  

150.  Gender and Generation in Asian American Families. (4)   Three hours of lecture and one hour of discussion per week. 
Prerequisites: 20A or 20B. The influence of cultural legacy, ethnic background, immigration history, community structure, class 
and economic status, and racism on gender and generational relations in the Asian American family. (SP)  

177.  Asian American Art: Remapping Modernity: Art and Artists in the 20th Century. (3)   Three hours of seminar per 
week. Seminar in contemporary Asian American visual art, with focus on the politics of production and reception. Works by such 
artists as Y. David Chung, Hung Liu, Yong Soon Min, Long Nguyen, and Manuel Ocampo will be studied. (F,SP) 
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1. School Name: University of California, Davis 
    Web Address: http://asa.ucdavis.edu/program.html 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: The Asian American Studies Program (ASA) offers interdisciplinary majors and a minor 
that examine the experiences of various Asian American groups in the United States. 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
Kathy Entao 
Program Coordinator 
3102 Hart Hall 
(530)752-3625 
kmentao@ucdavis.edu  
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Position Contact Info 
Isao Fujimoto Senior Lecturer Emeritus, Founder Asian 

American Studies 
(530)754-4386 
ifujimoto@ucdavis.edu 

Darrell Hamamoto Prof, Asian American Studies (530)752-5600 
dyhamamoto@ucdavis.edu 

Bill Hing Prof, Asian American Studies and 
School of Law 

(530)754-9377 
bhing@ucdavis.edu 

Wendy Ho Director, Asian American Studies (530)752-3818 
waho@ucdavis.edu 

Richard S. Kim Asst Prof, Asian American Studies rskim@ucdavis.edu 
Karen Shimakawa Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies kshimakawa@ucdavis.edu 
Stanley Sue Prof, Psychology, Psychiatry, Asian 

American Studies 
ssue@ucdavis.edu 

Caroline Kieu Linh Valverde Asst Prof, Asian American Studies cvalverde@ucdavis.edu 
Nolan Zane Prof, Psychology and Asian American 

Studies 
nwzane@ucdavis.edu 

 
5. Courses Offered: nb: sample of courses listed, only 
Fall Quarter  
  
ASA 111 - Ethnic Self Identity (4 units) 
Lecture/discussion-4 hours. Study of cultural and social psychological influences on Asian Americans, with the individual as the 
unit of analysis. GE credit: SocSci, Div  
 
ASA 120 - Biracial and Multiracial Asian Pacific American Experiences (4 units) 
Lecture/discussion-4 hours. Prerequisite: ASA 1 or 2. Introduction to the experiences of biracial and multiracial Asian Pacific 
people in the U.S., concentrating on theories of race, racial identity formation, culture, media, and anti-racist struggles. Provides 
critical approaches to the analysis of popular media and academic representations. GE credit: Div.  
Professor Caroline Valverde 
 
ASA 198 - Asian American Self-Empowerment (2 units; P/NP) 
Thursdays, 11 a.m. - 12:50 p.m. 121 Olson. No prerequisite. CRN: 63216 
The seminar's objective is to provide first-year students with essential knowledge needed for a positive college experience. 
Students will discuss Asian American identity development, gain skills needed for academic achievement, and learn about 
academic programs, internships, graduate studies and career decision-making.  
Coordinators: Anita Poon and Susanna Lee 
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1. School Name: University of California, Irvine 
Web Address: http://www.humanities.uci.edu/aas/ 
 

2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: an undergraduate major and minor in Asian American Studies 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: Asian American Studies was established as an interdisciplinary program at UCI in 1991 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: enrollment of over two thousand students 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
Ketu H. Katrak   
Director, Asian American Studies 
Tel: (949) 824-2746 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Position Contact Info 
Yong Chen Assoc Prof, History and Asian American Studies y3chen@uci.edu 
Dorothy Fujita-Rony Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies, History 

Ph.D. Yale University 
dfr@uci.edu 

Ketu H. Katrak Director, Prof, Asian American Studies, Prof, English, 
Comparative Literature 

khkatrak@uci.edu 

Claire Jean Kim Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies and Political Science 
Ph.D. Yale University 

cjkim@uci.edu 

Karen Leonard Prof, Anthropology kbleonar@uci.edu 
John M. Liu Assoc Prof, Social Sciences, Asian American Studies jmliu@uci.edu 
 
5. Courses Offered: nb: sample of courses listed, only 

112 Asian American Art History (4). Investigation of Asian American experience expressed by art and visual culture 
throughout the twentieth century. Art by Asian Americans of diverse backgrounds as well as the history of cultural visualization 
of Asian identities in American art/visual culture. May be repeated for credit as topics vary.   

114 Asian American Film and Video (4). Topics include histories of Asian American film and video, including documentaries, 
experimental, short subjects, feature-length independent film, and other forms of cinematic expression. Explores issues of 
identity (national, racial, gendered, among others). May be repeated for credit as topics vary.   

115 Asian American Media and Arts (4). Includes the study of Asian American history and society through the analysis of a 
variety of media forms such as painting, music, cinema, video, and other artistic representations. May be repeated for credit as 
topics vary.   

131 Asian American Politics (4). Provides various overviews of politics within Asian American communities. May compare 
with African American and/or Latino politics. May be repeated for credit as topics vary.   

141 Asian American Psychology (4). Examines the social and psychological concerns of Asian Americans; e.g., coping with 
racial prejudice, maintaining bicultural identities, dealing with cross-cultural conflicts in interracial relationships, and trying to 
reconcile generational differences between immigrant parents and their American-born children. Same as Psychology 174A. 
(VII-A)   

151 Asian American Ethnic Groups (4). Topics include study of the history, culture, and social formations of diverse Asian 
American subgroups such as Pacific Islanders, Hmong, Thai, Indonesian, Indian subcontinental, among others. May be repeated 
for credit as topics vary. (VII-A)   
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151A Filipina/Filipino American History Pre-1965 (4). Introduces students to major themes and issues of pre-1965 
Filipina/Filipino American history: nationalism, migration, labor, region, colonization, social organizations, and education. (VII-
A)   

151B Filipina/Filipino American History Post-1965 (4). Explores the history of Filipina/Filipino Americans in the post-1965 
era. Examines migration, colonization, labor; investigates community formation focusing on Los Angeles, Hawai'i, and San 
Diego. Undertakes issues surrounding politics, education, the arts, and identity. (VII-A)   

151C The Korean American Experience (4). Explores the factors that have distinctly shaped the Korean American experience, 
including patterns of racial domination, the profile of immigrant flow, immigrant roles in the urban political economy, politics in 
Korea, and the role of the church. Same as Social Science 178C.(VII-A)   

151F South Asian American Experience (4). Examines and compares the experiences of South Asian immigrants in the U.S. 
over time. Looks at the economic, political, and social positions of the immigrants, with special emphasis on religious changes 
and the changes in the second and later generations. Same as Anthropology 125Y.  

151G Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (4). Discusses the different histories, cultures, religious practices of Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders. Examines the experiences of indigenous peoples and Asian immigrants in the Pacific and their 
links to the continental United States. (VII-A)   

151H Southeast Asian American Experience (4). Analyses the experiences of refugees and immigrants from Cambodia, Laos, 
and Vietnam.  Examines political and economic factors for their exodues and how they reconstruct their identities, families, and 
communities.  Issues include educational experiences, public policies, social services, occupational options, and homeland 
relations.  

163 Asian American Women's Film (4). Explores the social significance of film and video made by Asian American women in 
relation to issues of race, representation, and social change. These film and video makers use these media to raise complex issues 
of class, politics, and race interacting with gender. May be repeated for credit as topics vary.   

171A Comparative International Migration (4). Examines the migration patterns to the four largest nations that receive 
immigrants (i.e., permanent settlers): Australia, Canada, Israel, and the United States. Special attention to increasing importance 
of Asian migrants in the economic and cultural fabric of each nation.(VII-B)   
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1. School Name: University of California, Los Angeles 
Web Address: http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/aasc/idp/ 
 
UCLA Asian American Studies Interdepartmental Degree Program (IDP) 

3230 Campbell Hall, Box 951546 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1546 
Ph. 310.825.2974, Fax. 310.206.9844 

 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: AAS Interdepartmental Degree program 
 
 a. Program Description:  Minor and Major in AAS 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Chair: Paul Ong (Urban Planning and Asian American Studies)* 
Email: pmong@ucla.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Faculty Advisory Committee of the Asian American Studies Center, 2003-2004 
Marjorie Kagawa-Singer Public Health and Asian American Studies singer@admin.ph.ucla.edu 
Jinqi Ling English and Asian American Studies jling@humnet.ucla.edu 
David Wong Louie English and Asian American Studies louie@humnet.ucla.edu 
Valerie Matsumoto History and Asian American Studies matsumot@histr.sscnet.ucla.edu 
Robert Nakamura Film and TV and Asian American Studies rnakamur@ucla.edu 
Don Nakanishi Education and Asian American Studies dtn@ucla.edu 
Thu-Huong Nguyen-Vo East Asian Language & Cultures nguyenvo@humnet.ucla.edu  
Paul Ong Urban Planning and Asian American Studies pmong@ucla.edu 
Kyeyoung Park Anthropology and Asian American Studies kpark@anthro.ucla.edu 
Shu-Mei Shih E.A. Lang. & Cultures; Comparative Lit.; Asian 

American Studies 
shih@humnet.ucla.edu 

Henry Yu History and Asian American Studies yu@histr.sscnet.ucla.edu 
Min Zhou Sociology and Asian American Studies mzhou@soc.ucla.edu 
   
 
5. Courses Offered: 
113 Asian Americans and the Law 
M123 Asian Pacific Americans in the U.S. Economy (Economics M189) 
M129A Health Issues for Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders: Myth or Model? 
130B Korean American Experience 
M132A Korean American Literature (Comparative Literature M168) 
171A-E Critical Issues in US-Asia Relations 
191 Society and Politics in Korea 
193 Asia-Pacific Social Transformation since World War II 
Asian American Studies M110 Ethnic, Cultural, and Gender Issues in America’s Health Care System 
Asian American Studies M163 Investigative Journalism and Communities of Color Asian American Studies 164 Women, 
Violence, and Resistance 
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1. School Name: University of California, Northridge 
Web Address: http://www.csun.edu/~hfaas002/  
 
Jerome Richfield 340 * 18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge, CA 91330-8251  
* Office: 818-677-4966 * Fax: 818-677-7094 
 

2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 

 a. Program Description: The Department sponsors over 25 different classes about Asian Americans each year, and 
offers a Bachelor of Arts degree, as well as a Minor in Asian American Studies. Leadership development and internship 
opportunities are also available through faculty sponsorship or through the department's Field Practicum classes. Students who 
are enrolled in a Major other than Asian American Studies may also consider adding Asian American Studies as a Minor or as a 
double-major to their program. In addition, the department operates an Asian American Studies Student Activities Center (the 
Asian House) on 1835 Halstead Street, which Asian American student organizations may use for meetings and other student 
activities. 

 b. Date of its incipience: Founded as an interdisciplinary academic unit within the College of Humanities in 1990 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: Gordon Nakagawa e-mail: Gordon.nakagawa@csun.edu 

Office: 818-677-4966  ext. 4966 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name           ext.    E-mail 
Chen, Edith W 5690 edith.chen@csun.edu  

de la Cruz, Enrique 4966 enrique.delacruz@csun.edu  

Masequesmay, Gina 7219 gina.masequesmay@csun.edu  

Ropp, Steven 6098 steven.m.ropp@csun.edu  

Shrake, Eunai   eunai.shrake@csun.edu  

Uba, George 0908 george.uba@csun.edu  

Williams-Leon, Teresa  teresa.k.williams@csun.edu 

Yonemura, Ayanna 2027 yonemura@csun.edu  
 
5. Courses Offered: 
AAS 201 Race, Racism, and Critical Thinking 
AAS 210 History of Asians in America 
AAS 220 Survey of Asian American Literature 
AAS 345 Contemporary Issues in Asian American Studies 
AAS 347 Asian American Legal & Political History 
AAS 360 Asian American Immigration-Global Perspective 
AAS 440 Urbanization and Asian American Communities 
AAS 230 Asian Americans and the Media  
AAS 321 Asian American Fiction 
AAS 420 Asian American Literary Self-Representations  
AAS 430 Asian Americans and Popular Culture 
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1. School Name: University of California, Santa Barbara 
    Web Address: http://www.asamst.ucsb.edu/ 
 
Department of Asian American Studies 
5044 Humanities and Social Science Building (HSSB) 
University of California 
Santa Barbara, CA 93106 
(805) 893-8039 
(805) 893-7766 (fax) 
 
2. Type of AA Studies Program(s) Available: 
 
 a. Program Description: The Department of Asian American Studies was one of the very first autonomous academic 
Departments in the United States completely devoted to the study of Asian Americans. Offer major and minor of AAS 
 
 b. Date of its incipience: 
 
 c. Method by which it came about: 
 
 d. Number of students enrolled in program: 
 
 e. Research focus/ Resources (if applicable): 
 
3. Program Director Contact: 
Arlene Phillips  
Department Manager  
(805) 893-2371  
phillips@asamst.ucsb.edu 
 
4. Faculty: 
Name Title/Department Contact Info 
Douglas H. Daniels Chair, Ph.D., UC Berkeley, History daniels@blackstudies.ucsb.edu; (805) 

893-2960 
Jon D. Cruz Ph.D., UC Berkeley, Sociology cruz@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 893-2960 
Diane C. Fujino Ph.D., UCLA, Psychology fujino@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 893-

7580 
Susan Koshy Ph.D., UCLA, English koshy@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 893-

8370 
John SW Park Ph.D., UC Berkeley, Jurisprudence and 

Social Policy 
jswpark@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 893-
8573 

Celine Parreñas Shimizu Asst. Prof Film shimizu@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 893-
3339 

Hung Cam Thai Asst. Prof Sociology thai@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 893-8179 
Xiaojian Zhao Assoc. Prof. History xiaojian@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 893-

2825 
   
 
5. Courses Offered: nb: sample of courses listed, only 

6. Sociology of Asia America : Thai 
Sociological theories and methods employed in Asian American Studies. Substantive topics include political struggles, urban 
race relations, segmented labor markets, educational inequality, domestic violence, and transnational predicaments, all from a 
sociological perspective.  

112. Intimacies in Asia America:  Thai 
Recommended preparation: a prior course in Asian American studies.  
Historical, contemporary, and racial conditions that surround the ways in which intimate relations, broadly construed, are 
assembled and produced in Asia America. The course addresses how racial boundaries produce demographic and geographical 
boundaries of sex, love, and eroticism. The course employs transdisciplinary readings including social science empirical research, 
novels, and memoirs.  
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115. Contemporary Legal Issues in Asian American Communities:  Park  
Asian Americans in law and society since 1965. The course will focus on the development of immigration law, reparations, race 
and law in a multiracial society, law and culture, and class inequality.  

121. Asian American Autobiographies and Biographies : Huang  
Asian American autobiographies and biographies, their socio-political reflections and expressions inscribing the subject in and 
against culture, relations between intention and form. Readings may include Pardee Lowe, Jade Snow Wong, Monica Sone, 
Jeanne Houston, Carlos Bulosan, and Maxine Hong Kingston.  

125. Asian American Plays:  Harsha   
An examination of plays by first-, second-, and third-generation Asian Americans that demonstrate divergent yet expanding 
vitality in Asian American theater; works by Ping Chong, David Henry Hwang, Frank Chin, Genny Lim, Wakako Yamauchi, 
Philip Kan Gotanda, and Velina Hasu Houston.  

137. Multiethnic Asian Americans:  Cherot   
The history, identities, and social relations of multiethnic Asian Americans. Uses fiction, autobiography, sociological and 
psychological studies of people of mixed racial or ethnic parentage. Considers cognate issues such as interracial marriage.  

4. Introduction to Asian American Cultural Studies:  Shimizu 
This course will introduce students to the interdisciplinary field of Asian American Cultural Studies with special focus on 
sexuality, representation and transnationalism. We will read a number of texts that approach various contemporary social 
problems utilizing a wide range of methods from the arts, humanities and social sciences. Interdisciplinary approaches to the 
study of Asian American culture, history and criticism will demonstrate how other disciplines contribute to the field of Asian 
American Studies, and in turn, how other disciplines are transformed by theories developed in Asian American studies. Students 
need not have experience in Asian American Studies prior to course enrollment. 

136. Asian American Families: Zhao   
The importance of the family in the East and Southeast Asian cultural heritage; family formation in the United States; 
contemporary Asian American family dynamics; interracial families; changing gender roles and relationships; the family and the 
life cycle.  

139. The "New" Second Generation Asian Americans: Thai   
Analysis of post-1965 Asian American children of immigrants and/or immigrant children. Examination of diverse childhood 
experiences, including 'brain drain' children, 'parachute' and 'transnational' children, and 'refugee' children. Emphasis on gender, 
class, ethnicity, intergenerational relations, education, sexuality, popular culture, and globalization. For a syllabus, click here. 

3. Asian American Personality and Identity: Kim 
Cultural values and behavioral norms; ethnic identity development; process of acculturation; family patterns of communication; 
stressors and social support systems; tokenism; symbolic racism; academic achievement; interpersonal effectiveness; and 
culturally-responsive mental health treatment and service delivery. For a description, please click here. 

118. Asian Americans in Popular Culture : Shimizu  
This course will focus on Asian American theories of popular culture. We will study various approaches to the study of popular 
culture and recent questions about race, representation and power drawing on wide a range of sources including Hollywood film, 
performance, and fiction. Upper-division seminar introduces core concepts and theories of race and representation employed in 
various disciplines during the last hundred years and their underlying assumptions about race, gender, sexuality and class as they 
intersect with critiques of visibility and subjectivity in modern media. The course compares concepts in a comparative cross-
racial framework. 

130. Colonialism and Migration:  Park  
Examines Asian migration to the United States by looking at the influence of Western nation-states on Asian nations and peoples. 
The course reviews theories and practices of colonialism and imperialism, and offers detailed analyses of migration patterns and 
trends from Asia since the late 19th century.  

32. Asian/Asian American Women in the Global Economy: Fujino   
Examination of economic and political systems that affect Asian women's labor in the United States and internationally. Topics 
include: the intersection of race, class, gender, and sexuality; the garment industry; sex industry; and Asian and Asian American 
women's resistance. 
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Faculty Index by Department 
 
American Studies 
Karen Cardozo-Kane American Studies kckane@mtholyoke.edu Mt Holyoke 
Catherine Ceniza Choy Asst Prof, American Studies Program choyx001@tc.umn.edu 

612/626-7646 (office) 
U of Minnesota 

 
Anthropology 
Joshua Roth Asian/Pacific/American Studies Chair, 

Anthropology 
(413) 538-2954 
jroth@mtholyoke.edu 

Mt Holyoke 

Sandhya Shukla Asst Prof., Anthropology and Asian 
American Studies 

 Columbia 

Viranjini Munasinghe Assoc. Prof, Anthropology, AASP  Cornell 
Richard Moench Prof, Anthropology rmoench@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Shalini Shankar Asst Prof, Anthropology and AAASP sshankar@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Nancy Abelmann Assoc Prof, Anthropology nabelman@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Clark Cunningham Prof, Anthropology ccunn@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Martin Manalansan Asst Prof, Anthropology manalans@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Karen Ho Asst Prof, Anthropology karenho@umn.edu U of Minnesota 
Kirin Narayan Prof, Anthropology  U of Wisconsin-

Madison 
Karen Leonard Prof, Anthropology kbleonar@uci.edu UC Irvine 
Kyeyoung Park Anthropology and Asian American 

Studies 
kpark@anthro.ucla.edu UCLA 

 
Art/Art History 
Anthony Lee Art (413) 538-2243 

awlee@mtholyoke.edu 
Mt Holyoke 

Nancy Um Asst Prof, Art History nancyum@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Margo Machida Assistant Professor of Art and Art 

History 
kini2@pipeline.com UCONN 

 
Asian American Studies 
Kent Ono Prof, Asian American Studies kaono@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Jutian Wong Asst Prof, Dance and Asian American 

Studies 
 U of Illinois 

Jan Miyasaki Lecturer, Asian American Studies  U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Rhacel Parreas Asst Prof, Asian American Studies and 
Women’s Studies 

 U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Paul LePhuoc Instructor, Asian American Studies 
and 
Educational Psychology 

lephuoc@mail.utexas.edu UT Austin 

Thomas Fujita Rony Advisor, Assit. Prof. of AAS Phone: (714) 278-3869 
E-mail: 
tfujitarony@fullerton.edu 

CSU Fullerton 

Allen Aquino Lecturer, APAM  Loyola Marymount 
Maxwell S. Leung Lecturer, APAM  Loyola Marymount 
Stella Oh Lecturer, APAM  Loyola Marymount 
Isaiah Walker Lecturer, APAM  Loyola Marymount 
Isao Fujimoto Senior Lecturer Emeritus, Founder 

Asian American Studies 
(530)754-4386 
ifujimoto@ucdavis.edu 

UC Davis 

Darrell Hamamoto Prof, Asian American Studies (530)752-5600 
dyhamamoto@ucdavis.edu 

UC Davis 

Bill Hing Prof, Asian American Studies and 
School of Law 

(530)754-9377 
bhing@ucdavis.edu 

UC Davis 

Wendy Ho Director, Asian American Studies (530)752-3818 
waho@ucdavis.edu 

UC Davis 
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Richard S. Kim Asst Prof, Asian American Studies rskim@ucdavis.edu UC Davis 
Karen Shimakawa Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies kshimakawa@ucdavis.edu UC Davis 
Stanley Sue Prof, Psychology, Psychiatry, Asian 

American Studies 
ssue@ucdavis.edu UC Davis 

Caroline Kieu Linh 
Valverde 

Asst Prof, Asian American Studies cvalverde@ucdavis.edu UC Davis 

Nolan Zane Prof, Psychology and Asian American 
Studies 

nwzane@ucdavis.edu UC Davis 

Yong Chen Assoc Prof, History and Asian 
American Studies 

y3chen@uci.edu UC Irvine 

Dorothy Fujita-Rony Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies, 
History 
Ph.D. Yale University 

dfr@uci.edu UC Irvine 

Ketu H. Katrak Director, Prof, Asian American 
Studies, Prof, English, Comparative 
Literature 

khkatrak@uci.edu UC Irvine 

Claire Jean Kim Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies 
and Political Science 
Ph.D. Yale University 

cjkim@uci.edu UC Irvine 

John M. Liu Assoc Prof, Social Sciences, Asian 
American Studies 

jmliu@uci.edu UC Irvine 

Marjorie Kagawa-Singer Public Health and Asian American 
Studies 

singer@admin.ph.ucla.edu UCLA 

Jinqi Ling English and Asian American Studies jling@humnet.ucla.edu UCLA 
David Wong Louie English and Asian American Studies louie@humnet.ucla.edu UCLA 
Valerie Matsumoto History and Asian American Studies matsumot@histr.sscnet.ucla.

edu 
UCLA 

Robert Nakamura Film and TV and Asian American 
Studies 

rnakamur@ucla.edu UCLA 

Don Nakanishi Education and Asian American Studies dtn@ucla.edu UCLA 
Thu-Huong Nguyen-Vo East Asian Language & Cultures nguyenvo@humnet.ucla.edu  UCLA 
Paul Ong Urban Planning and Asian American 

Studies 
pmong@ucla.edu UCLA 

Kyeyoung Park Anthropology and Asian American 
Studies 

kpark@anthro.ucla.edu UCLA 

Shu-Mei Shih E.A. Lang. & Cultures; Comparative 
Lit.; Asian American Studies 

shih@humnet.ucla.edu UCLA 

Henry Yu History and Asian American Studies yu@histr.sscnet.ucla.edu UCLA 
Min Zhou Sociology and Asian American Studies mzhou@soc.ucla.edu UCLA 
   UCLA 
 
Comparative Literature 
Lucien Miller Comparative Literature (413) 545-0832 

lmiller@complit.umass.edu 
UMass, Amherst 

Ketu H. Katrak Director, Prof, Asian American Studies, 
Prof, English, Comparative Literature 

khkatrak@uci.edu UC Irvine 

 
East Asian Studies 
Peter Gregory East Asian Studies and Religion (413) 585-3304 

pgregory@smith.edu 
Smith 

Zu Yan Chen Prof, GREAL (German, Russian, East 
Asian Languages) 

zychen@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 

Thu-Huong Nguyen-Vo East Asian Language & Cultures nguyenvo@humnet.ucla.edu  UCLA 
Shu-Mei Shih E.A. Lang. & Cultures; Comparative 

Lit.; Asian American Studies 
shih@humnet.ucla.edu UCLA 

 
Economics 
Bong J. Yoon Prof, Economics yoon@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
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Education 
Sally Habana-Hafner Education (413) 545-2933 

srhabana@educ.umass.edu 
UMass, Amherst 

Yoon Pak Asst Prof, Educational Policy Studies yoonpak@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Stacey Lee Prof, Educational Policy Studies  U of Wisconsin-

Madison 
Brian Leung Assoc Prof, School of Education  Loyola Marymount 
Edmundo Litton Asst Prof, School of Education  Loyola Marymount 
Don Nakanishi Education and Asian American Studies dtn@ucla.edu UCLA 
 
English 
Barry O'Connell English (413) 542-2094 

boconnell@amherst.edu 
Amherst 

Jeffrey Santa Ana English 538-2146 (beginning at 
MHC Spring 2004) 
jsanta@mtholyoke.edu or 
jjsa@uclink4.berkeley.edu 

Mt Holyoke 

Floyd Cheung English and American Studies (413) 585-3619 
fcheung@smith.edu 

Smith 

Sunn Shelley Wong Director, AASP; English  Cornell 
Lisa Yun Asst Prof, English; Assoc. Director, 

AAASP 
lisayun@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 

Josephine Park Asst. Prof, English and ASAM jnpakr3@dept.english.upenn.
edu 

UPENN 

Dorothy Wang Asst Prof, English; AA literature, esp 
poetry 

d-wang5@nwu.edu 
 

Northwestern 

Kandice Chuh Asst Prof, English  U of Maryland 
Sangeeta Ray Assoc Prof, English  U of Maryland 
Josephine Lee English jolee@umn.edu 

612/625-9510 (office) 
U of Minnesota 

Victor Bascara Asst Prof, English  U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Leslie Bow Assoc Prof, English  U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Grace Hong Asst Prof, English  U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

James Lee Assistant Professor, English jkl@mail.utexas.edu UT Austin 
Yichin Shen Assist. Prof of English yshen@fullerton.edu CSU Fullerton 
Stuart Ching Asst Prof, English  Loyola Marymount 
Ketu H. Katrak Director, Prof, Asian American 

Studies, Prof, English, Comparative 
Literature 

khkatrak@uci.edu UC Irvine 

Jinqi Ling English and Asian American Studies jling@humnet.ucla.edu UCLA 
David Wong Louie English and Asian American Studies louie@humnet.ucla.edu UCLA 
Susan Koshy Ph.D., UCLA, English koshy@asamst.ucsb.edu; 

(805) 893-8370 
UC Santa Barbara 

 
Film Studies 
Mera Moore APA theatre, television, film tmlaffer@mail.sas.upenn.edu UPENN 
Jacqueline Sadashige Asians and AAs in film sadashig@sas.upenn.edu UPENN 
Julie Cho Lecturer, Radio-Television-Film jgcho@mail.utexas.edu UT Austin 
Art Nomura Assoc Prof, School of Film and 

Television 
 Loyola Marymount 

Robert Nakamura Film and TV and Asian American 
Studies 

rnakamur@ucla.edu UCLA 

Celine Parreñas Shimizu Asst. Prof Film shimizu@asamst.ucsb.edu; 
(805) 893-3339 

UC Santa Barbara 
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History 
Lili M. Kim History lmkss@hampshire.edu Hamphsire 
Derek Chang Asst. Proft, History, AASP  Cornell 
Herbert Bix Prof, History and Sociology hbix@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
John W. Chaffee Prof, History; Director, AAASP chaffee@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Elisa Camiscioili Asst. Prof, History ecamis@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Arleen de Vera Asst. Prof, History and AAASP adevera@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Fa-Ti Fan Asst. Prof, History ffan@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Gerald Kadish Prof, History kadishg@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Roger N. Buckley Director and Professor of History Roger.buckley@uconn.edu UCONN 
Guanhua Wang  Associate Professor of History g.wang@uconn.edu UCONN 
Eiichiro Azuma Asst Prof, History and ASAM eazuma@history.upenn.edu UPENN 
Ji-Yeon Yuh Prof, AA history and diasporas j-yuh@northwestern.edu 

www.asck.org 
Northwestern 

August Espiritu Asst Prof, History aespirit@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Lisa Mar Asst Prof, History  U of Maryland 
Erika Lee Asst Prof, History erikalee@tc.umn.edu 

612/624-9569 (office) 
U of Minnesota 

Kimberly Alidio Assistant Professor, History kalidio@mail.utexas.edu UT Austin 
Arthur A. Hansen Prof. of History ahansen@fullerton.edu CSU Fullerton 
Constance Chen Asst Prof, History  Loyola Marymount 
Yong Chen Assoc Prof, History and Asian 

American Studies 
y3chen@uci.edu UC Irvine 

Dorothy Fujita-Rony Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies, 
History 
Ph.D. Yale University 

dfr@uci.edu UC Irvine 

Valerie Matsumoto History and Asian American Studies matsumot@histr.sscnet.ucla.
edu 

UCLA 

Henry Yu History and Asian American Studies yu@histr.sscnet.ucla.edu UCLA 
Douglas H. Daniels Chair, Ph.D., UC Berkeley, History daniels@blackstudies.ucsb.e

du; (805) 893-2960 
UC Santa Barbara 

Xiaojian Zhao Assoc. Prof. History xiaojian@asamst.ucsb.edu; 
(805) 893-2825 

UC Santa Barbara 

 
Music 
Charles Capwell Prof, Music capwell@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
 
Philosophy 
Charles Goodman Asst. Prof, Philosophy and AAASP cgoodman@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
 
Political Science 
Tsiwen Law past chair, Mayor’s Commission on 

APA Affairs, lawyer for 
minority/immigrant rts 

yelou@aol.com UPENN 

Wendy Tam Cho Assoc Prof, Political Science wendycho@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
George T. Yu Prof, Political Science g-yu@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Pei-te Lien Political Science 5-7984 U of Utah 
Claire Jean Kim Assoc Prof, Asian American Studies 

and Political Science 
Ph.D. Yale University 

cjkim@uci.edu UC Irvine 

 
Psychology 
Kimberly Chang Social Psychology (413) 559-5668 

kchang@hampshire.edu 
Hampshire 

Bill Peterson Psychology (413) 585-3764 
bpeterso@smith.edu 

Smith 

Sumie Okazaki Asst Prof, Psychology okazaki@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Bryan Kim Asst Prof, Psychology  U of Maryland 
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Richard M. Lee Psychology richlee@umn.edu  
612/625-6357 (office) 

U of Minnesota 

Jennifer Abe-Kim Assoc Prof, Psychology  Loyola Marymount 
Stanley Sue Prof, Psychology, Psychiatry, Asian 

American Studies 
ssue@ucdavis.edu UC Davis 

Nolan Zane Prof, Psychology and Asian American 
Studies 

nwzane@ucdavis.edu UC Davis 

Diane C. Fujino Ph.D., UCLA, Psychology fujino@asamst.ucsb.edu; 
(805) 893-7580 

UC Santa Barbara 

 
Religious Studies 
R.V. Pandharipande Prof, Religious Studies raj-pan@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 

 
Sociology 
Falu Bakrania Asst Prof, Sociology and AAASP bakrania@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Herbert Bix Prof, History and Sociology hbix@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Frederic Deyo Prof, Sociology fdeyo@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Mahua Sarkar Asst Prof, Sociology msarkar@binghamton.edu SUNY Binghamton 
Bandana Purkayastha  Assistant Professor of Sociology Bandan.purkayastha@uconn.edu UCONN 
Grace Kao Director, ASAM, Assoc. Prof, 

Sociology and ASAM 
grace2@pop.upenn.edu UPENN 

Carolyn Chen Asst Prof, Sociology; fieldwork in 
evangelical and Buddhist 
congregations 

 Northwestern 

Moon-Kie Jung Asst Prof, Sociology jung3@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
Dae Young Kim Asst Prof, Sociology  U of Maryland 
Sonalde Desai Assoc Prof, Sociology  U of Maryland 
Pam Oliver Prof, Sociology  U of Wisconsin-

Madison 
Michael Perez Assist. Professor Sociology mperez@fullerton.edu CSU Fullerton 
Min Zhou Sociology and Asian American 

Studies 
mzhou@soc.ucla.edu UCLA 

Jon D. Cruz Ph.D., UC Berkeley, Sociology cruz@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 
893-2960 

UC Santa Barbara 

Hung Cam Thai Asst. Prof Sociology thai@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 
893-8179 

UC Santa Barbara 

 
South Asian Studies 
Vivek Bhandari South Asian Studies vbhandari@hampshire.edu Hampshire 
Rosanne Rocher Prof, South Asia Regional Studies rrocher@sas.upenn.edu UPENN 
Manisha Desai Program Coordinator, Sociology, 

Program in South Asian and 
Middle Eastern Studies 

mkdesai@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 

Monita Manalo Lecturer, South Asian Studies  U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

 
Southeast Asian Studies 
Peggy Choy Lecturer, Center for Southeast 

Asian Studies 
 U of Wisconsin-

Madison 
 
Theater Studies 
Esther Kim Lee Asst Prof, Theatre kim32@uiuc.edu U of Illinois 
 
Women’s and Gender Studies 
Asoka Bandarage Women's Studies (413) 538-2528 

abandara@mtholyoke.edu 
Mt Holyoke 

Miliann Kang Womens' Studies and Sociology (413) 545-1922 
kangm@grinnell.edu 

Grinnell 
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Seung-Kyung Kim Assoc Prof, Women’s Studies  U of Maryland 
Jigna Desai Asst Prof, Women’s Studies desai003@tc.umn.edu 

612/624-0363 (office) 
U of Minnesota 

Rhacel Parreas Asst Prof, Asian American Studies 
and Women’s Studies 

 U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Evelyn Nakano Glenn  Professor of Women's Studies and 
Ethnic Studies 

510.643.8181/ 642.2767 
englenn@socrates.berkeley.edu 

UC Berkeley 

 
Other 
Anne Ciecko Communication (413) 545-6348 

ciecko@comm.umass.edu  
UMass, Amherst 

Jim Hafner Geosciences (413) 545-0778 
hafner@geo.umass.edu 

UMass, Amherst 

Usha Palaniswamy  Assistant Professor of Allied 
Health 

Usha.Palaniswamy@uconn.edu UCONN 

Ella Mae Matsumura Assoc Prof, School of Business  U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Hemant Shah Prof, Journalism and Mass 
Communication 

 U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Michael Thornton Prof, Afro-American Studies  U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Lillian Tong Faculty Associate, Center for 
Biology Education 

 U of Wisconsin-
Madison 

Elaine Chun Instructor, Ph.D. Candidate, 
Linguistics 

echun@mail.utexas.edu UT Austin 

Robert Chang Prof, School of Law  Loyola Marymount 
Lisa Ikemoto Prof, School of Law  Loyola Marymount 
Paul Ong Urban Planning and Asian 

American Studies 
pmong@ucla.edu UCLA 

John SW Park Ph.D., UC Berkeley, 
Jurisprudence and Social Policy 

jswpark@asamst.ucsb.edu; (805) 
893-8573 

UC Santa Barbara 
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Course Index by Department 
Note: Most colleges and universities that offer an Asian American Studies Program but do not yet have a fully established Asian American Studies Department cross-list their As-Am courses 
with other departments.  The following groupings were made by the AASTF committee based on each course’s Course Number, or, in the absence of cross-listed departments, on the brief 
course description provided by the school’s website.  Many of these courses may be categorized under multiple departments, though each course is here listed only once; therefore, it is 
recommended that readers review the entire index. 
 
American Studies 
AAS 211 
 
cross-listed 
as: 
AMST 266 
 
ENGL 266 
 
WOMNS 
266 

Race and the 
American 
City: Reading 
San Francisco 
and New 
York 

This course will introduce students to the work of twentieth-century African American and Asian American writers who are based, 
or whose writings are based, in San Francisco and New York City. Students will also be introduced to a range of historical, 
geographical, sociological, and philosophical literature that addresses the ways in which space enters into the constitution and 
conduct of social life in urban centers. How do societies organize space, and whose interests are served by particular spatial 
configurations? In what ways, and by what means, are spaces gendered or racialized? In this course, we'll be looking at how power 
and discipline are written into the apparently neutral spatial organization of our lives as social beings. We'll be looking at the 
genealogy of the acialization of space that goes variously by the names of "Chinatown," "barrio," or "ghetto." We'll be asking how 
race configures the urban environment and how the urban environment configures race. How do spatial relations generate racial 
meanings and racial formations? What is the role of spatial organization in the production of racial categories, and how have 
writers articulated this process? The readings for the course will draw on a number of disciplines: literature, city planning, cultural 
geography, history and sociology. Imaginative writing will make up approximately 60-70% of the readings. 

Sunn 
Shelley 
Wong 

Cornell 

AAS 212 American 
Diversity in 
the 20th 
Century 

This seminar offers an in-depth analysis of diversity in America during the twentieth century. It uses local case studies and 
examines national discourses to investigate the experiences of people in an increasingly diverse nation. It also explores contests 
over the meaning and role of “diversity” in 20th century American politics. Course materials include some of the most significant 
monographs recently published as well as primary documents. 

Derek 
Chang 

Cornell 

V15.0607 
 
cross-list: 
Gallatin 
 
Metropolitan 
Studies 

“Chinatown” 
& the 
American 
Imagination 
(Sem) 

What is a "Chinatown"? The word evokes many images, sounds, smells, tastes from many different sensibilities. For recent 
immigrants it can be a home away from home, for "outsiders" an exotic place for cheap eats, for male action flick fans Chow Yun 
Fat (or Mark Walhberg) in The Corruptor, and for you ?!? (fill in the blank). Students will explore the nooks and crannies of 
Chinatown in the American imagination and in its New York realtime, non-virtual existence. How do we know what we know and 
not know? What does Chinatown have to do with the formation of normative "American" identities? What are the possibilities (and 
limits) of crossing cultural divides? Class members individually and/or in groups research, experience, and document a chain of 
persons, places, and/or events creating their own narrative "tour" of this place's meanings. Novels, history books, tourist guides, 
films and pop culture will supplement the primary "text" of New York Chinatown. This is a collaborative, discussion-intensive, 
field research-driven class limited to twenty students. The instructor looks for a mixture of students with a variety of skills and 
backgrounds. Prospective registrants are required to email the instructor at jack.tchen@nyu.edu before registering for the class. 

John 
Kuo Wei 
Tchen 

NYU 

ASAM 392 Japanese 
Americans 
and the 
Pacific Wars 

On the anniversary of December 7, 1941, a 1989 editorial cartoon in the Chicago Tribune featured two identical headlines: “Japan 
Bombs Pearl Harbor” followed by “Japan Buys Pearl Harbor,” suggesting that the Pacific War and the “trade war” were parts of 
the same enduring conflict with Japan. For more than 100,000 Japanese Americans rounded up and imprisoned during World War 
II, the prospect of another American conflict with Japan fueled concerns of a potential backlash. The 1982 murder of Vincent Chin, 
a Chinese American misidentified as a Japanese national and bludgeoned to death by two white assailants, underscored the 
persistent racialized image of Japan, the Japanese, and Japanese Americans after more than fifty years of friendly relations between 
the two nations.  
This seminar will use the impact of the Pacific Wars on Japanese Americans as a springboard for exploring the links between U.S.-
Japan relations and the U.S. domestic experience of race and gender relations, nation-building, constitutional ramifications of 
internment, and the formation of Asian American identities. Readings will focus on the experience of Japanese American 
internment, its significance for other racial minorities, U.S.-Japan “race war” and “trade war,” Orientalism and American 
perceptions of Japan, the interactions between Japanese Americans and Japanese nationals after 1965, and how American 
understanding of the internment has changed since the fifties and sixties. The course will conclude with a brief examination of the 

Shuji 
Otsuka 

Northwest
ern 
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internment’s significance for Arab Americans in light of the recent 9/11 events. 
HIST 361 Immigrant 

America 
A survey of 20th century immigration to the United States, with a particular focus on migrants from Asia and Latin America. The 
course will cover international contexts for migration, race, class , and gender issues, and the national debates on immigration. 

 U of 
Illinois 

ASAM 129 Asians and 
Pacific 
Islanders in 
Hawaii 

A course about the peoples of Hawaii from 1778 or the arrival of Captain James Cook to the present. A study of the sociey, culture, 
and economy of Hawaii in order to penetrate beneath the glamorous image of the islands. 

 UC 
Berkeley 
 

ASAM 118 Asian 
Americans in 
Popular 
Culture 

This course will focus on Asian American theories of popular culture. We will study various approaches to the study of popular 
culture and recent questions about race, representation and power drawing on wide a range of sources including Hollywood film, 
performance, and fiction. Upper-division seminar introduces core concepts and theories of race and representation employed in 
various disciplines during the last hundred years and their underlying assumptions about race, gender, sexuality and class as they 
intersect with critiques of visibility and subjectivity in modern media. The course compares concepts in a comparative cross-racial 
framework. 

Shimizu UC Santa 
Barbara 

V15.0800.00
5 
 
cross-list: 
Metropolitan 
Studies 

TOPICS: 
Rebuilding 
Chinatown 
post 9/11 
(Sem) 

This course enables students to penetrate the facade of Chinatown, demystifying the rumors and stereotypes that surround this 
ethnic enclave as they probe beneath its skin. This course is a hands-on workshop for discussing, experiencing and understanding 
Chinatown through direct involvement with the Chinese community. As teams, students will become intimately involved with 
Chinese families, health and political organizations, housing agencies, and social service programs, thereby gaining access to the 
Chinese community as they participate in the daily processes of life that define what it really means to be Chinese in New York. By 
understanding the realities of Chinatown firsthand, students learn to evaluate the true needs of the neighborhood as they work 
towards formulating realistic solutions to rebuild Chinatown in the wake of September 11th. 

Janet Lai NYU 

AAS 461 
 
cross-listed 
as: 
AMST 461 
ENGL 461 
THETR 461 

Asian 
Americans 
and Popular 
Culture 

This course examines how Asian Americans are represented and represent themselves in American forms of popular culture such 
as literature, television, film, print media, and various other forms of modern culture. We will explore the cultural contexts of the 
term "Asian American" that define its visibility and marketability in contemporary times. Some questions we will address include 
Is there an Asian American aesthetic and if so, how is it characterized? What are the consequences of the consumption of ethnic 
products by a mainstream audience? What are the ramifications of mass marketing for Asian American writers, producers, and 
artists? 

S. Davé Cornell 

 
Anthropology 
AAS 479 Ethnicity and 

Identity 
Politics: An 
Anthropologi
cal 
Perspective 

The most baffling aspect of ethnicity is that, while ethnic sentiments and movements gain ground rapidly within the international 
arena, the claim that ethnicity does not exist in any objective sense is also receiving increasing credence within the academic 
community. How can something thought "not to exist" have such profound consequences in the real world? In lay understandings, 
ethnicity is believed to be a "natural" disposition of humanity. If so, why does ethnicity have different meanings in different 
places? Anthropology has much to contribute to a greater understanding of this perplexing phenomenon. After all, the defining 
criterion for ethnic groups is that of cultural distinctiveness. Through ethnographic case studies, this course will examine some of 
the key anthropological approaches to ethnicity. We will explore the relationship of ethnicity to culture, ethnicity to nation, and 
ethnicity to state to better understand the role ethnicity plays in the identity politics of today. 

V. 
Munasing
he 

Cornell 

ANTH 391 Globalization 
and Asian 
Diasporas 

The course situates Asian diasporic movement within a comparative and transnational framework that broadens the conceptual and 
theoretical foundations of traditional area and ethnic studies. Using Asian American communities as points of comparison with 
other Asian diasporic communities in the world, the course also brings together the histories, methodologies and theories of ethnic, 
area, postcolonial and global/transnational studies. By utilizing various texts from anthropology, sociology, geography, urban 
studies, political economy, and cultural studies, the course aims to provide students the opportunity to examine Asian American 
issues within emerging debates around globalization. The course presents concepts and theories of globalization, diaspora and 
transnationalism as they are implicated in Asian immigration, travel and mobility in the late twentieth century and in the new 
millennium. 

 U of 
Illinois 
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ANTH 287 Eating 
American: 
Locating 
Asian 
American 
Cuisine & 
Foodways 

Asians in American have long been associated with images of and practices around food. Chinese restaurants are ubiquitous 
presences in small towns and big cities in the United States. Words such as "wonton" and "sushi" have become part of the 
American popular imagination to the extent that notions of ethnic authenticity and authority are marked by culinary and alimentary 
practices, images, and ideas. Experiences of immigration, visions and memories of home, family and other social  
relations are almost always mediated by food experiences 
 
The course introduces students to the anthropological study of food to better understand the historical, social, and cultural aspects 
of Asian American food preparation, distribution, and consumption. Students will investigate the politics and poetics of Asian 
American foodways by examining social habits and rituals around food in restaurants, ethnic cookbooks, fictional works, 
magazines, and television shows. 

 U of 
Illinois 

 
Art/Art History 
AASI 220 
 
cross-list: Art 
and Art 
History 

Asian 
American Art 
and Visual 
Culture 

This course will introduce issues of contemporary Asian American identity in art and visual culture, with emphasis on the need for 
greater transcultural awareness and understanding in the fluid environment of the post-Cold War world, where people, ideas and 
images swiftly traverse ever more porous national boundaries. 

Margo 
Machida 

UCONN 
 

ASAM 177 Asian 
American 
Art: 
Remapping 
Modernity: 
Art and 
Artists in the 
20th Century 

Seminar in contemporary Asian American visual art, with focus on the politics of production and reception. Works by such artists 
as Y. David Chung, Hung Liu, Yong Soon Min, Long Nguyen, and Manuel Ocampo will be studied. 

 UC 
Berkeley 
 

 
Economics 
CGS ASAM AAs in the 

U.S. 
Economy 

An examination of the growing presence and participation of Asian Americans in the U.S. economy. Srilata 
Gangule
e 

UPenn 

APA 494 APA 
Workforce 

This course focuses on issues facing Asian Pacific American workers in the United States. Major topics include changing nature of 
the global and U.S. labor market, the impact of expanding consumer markets in the U.S. and Asia, workplace conditions, and the 
role of ethnic businesses in the U.S. economy. 

 Arizona 
State 
 

 
Education 
Education 
925.45 

Asian 
American 
Education 

This course uses the theme of "Asian and Pacific Americans: War and Peace" to analyze approaches to curriculum, current 
research, theory, and pedagogy for Asian American students from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds in U.S. schools. 
Critiquing stereotypes and unveiling discourse on "otherness" in education will be applied to the historically situated problem of 
"the enemy looks like me". From the WW2 Internment of Japanese Americans, the struggle for reparations and the changing 
consciousness of the Asian Americans through civil rights, peace and anti-imperialist movements, various perspectives from Asian 
American writers and scholars will be introduced. The course includes: history of colonization of Native Pacific Islanders and 
Asian immigration from the cane fields and gold mines, historically to the present, and TESOL and bilingual education. A 
transnational perspective will incorporate bilingual/bicultural projects to better meet the needs of students from specific 
Asian/Pacific Islander linguistic and cultural groups (i.e., Lao, Hindi speakers from the Fuji Islands). This course in Asian 
American studies will augment and enhance multicultural contributions to the College of Education from various ethnic studies 

Shelley 
Wong 

Ohio 
State 
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areas. 
Ed Policy 
399 

Comparative 
Research on 
Race and 
Asian 
American 
Education 

This course examines the nature of educational experiences, broadly defined, in the lives of Asian Americans through historical 
biographical narratives. Topics for discussion include the interplay of gender, class, and sexual orientation in the development of 
one's Asian American identity through the lens of education. This seminar course is designed to assist advanced undergraduate and 
graduate students to develop an individual research agenda related to historical or contemporary issues on Asian American 
education. Topics such as school segregation, bilingual education, the model minority stereotype, affirmative action in higher 
education, gender and sexual orientation are some of the topics, among many, that students may wish to explore in greater detail. 
Students will work throughout the semester to craft a solid research proposal and possibly to prepare their work for presentation at 
academic conferences. 

 U of 
Illinois  

 
English/Comparative Literature 
English 375 Asian 

American 
Experimental 
Writing 

Like most ethnic literature, Asian American literature is usually read for "content," not "form"--that is, for ethnographic, 
sociological, or touristic interest. Those works of Asian American literature (such as Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club) most widely 
known to the reading public, critical and academic establishment, are almost invariably first-person narratives, usually 
bildungsroman. Though fictional, these works are almost always read as autobiographical windows into another more "exotic" 
culture. Just as Asian American artistic production did not begin in the 1970's with Maxine Hong Kingston, Asian American 
writing has always been much more varied than what has been acknowledged and anointed by the critics. In this course, we will 
examine a range of fictional, non-fictional, and poetic texts that challenge our accepted notions of "Asian American literature." In 
doing so, we will also explore the concept of avant-garde minority writing. 

Dorothy 
Wang 

Northwest
ern 
 

ASAM 121 Asian 
American 
Autobiograph
ies and 
Biographies 

Asian American autobiographies and biographies, their socio-political reflections and expressions inscribing the subject in and 
against culture, relations between intention and form. Readings may include Pardee Lowe, Jade Snow Wong, Monica Sone, Jeanne 
Houston, Carlos Bulosan, and Maxine Hong Kingston.  

Huang UC Santa 
Barbara 

AAS 266 
 
cross-listed 
as: 
AMST 266 
ENGL 266 
WOMNS 
266 

Asian 
American 
Women and 
Literature 

This course will explore the intersection of ethnicity, race, class, gender, and sexuality in the lives and literature of Asian American 
women. We will discuss and analyze the historical, and contemporary social, political, and economic forces that have shaped 
women's lives and how they are reflected in literature. Our goal in the course is to explore and discover the diversity of voices in 
Asian American women's experiences and the similarities and commonalities of their social histories. 

S. Davé Cornell 

ENGL 360 Asian 
American 
Literature: 
Fantasy, 
Desire, 
Trauma 

In this course we will read Asian American literature within the psychoanalytic frameworks of fantasy, desire, and trauma. We will 
consider the following questions: How is the Asian/American constituted as object of knowledge, object of fantasy, and object of 
desire? How does the Asian American come into being through processes of identification and desire? How are race and nation 
traumatic formations? What is uncanny about racial identities? What losses does the Asian American mourn? What specters haunt 
the Asian American and the American nation? Course requirements include several short writing assignments and a final paper. 

 U of 
Illinois 

AAAS 480d Malaysian 
and 
Singapore 
Literature 

This course explores the themes and preoccupations in post-independence Malaysian and Singaporean literature written originally 
in the English language. Among the topics to be covered will be: the position of English and English writing in the two countries; 
literature in English with reference to Nationalism and questions of national/cultural identity; the responses of writers to the 
changing ethos of modernisation and globalisation; the problems of diaspora, multi-cultural living, and the 'othering' of women. 
The poems, short stories and novels will be studied generally in relation to the above issues as well as for themselves. 

Quayam SUNY 
Binghamt
on 

ASAM 262 
 

Modernism 
and the 

An examination of modernism's drive both to unfix and to fix by looking closely at the place of the Orient in this literature. Josephin
e Park 

UPenn 
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cross-list: 
ENGL 
COML 

Orient  

ASAM 016 Literature of 
Muslim 
America 

This course will analyze a variety of genres including poetry, prose, drama, and essay by Americans of Muslim heritage from 
diverse nationalities, ethnicities, and perspectives. 

Therese 
Lafferty 

UPenn 

ASAM 502 
 
cross-list: 
ENGL 

Post-Colonial 
and 
Postmodern 
ASAM 
Literature 

This course covers topics in Post-Colonial literature with emphasis determined by the instructor. The primary focus will be on 
novels that have been adapted to film. 

Sanjay 
Krishnan 

UPenn 

ASAM 235 
 
cross-list 
LING 235 

Asian 
Americans 
and Language 

An examination of what happens when Asian languages come in contact with other languages, and of how language use sheds light 
on Asian American issues. 

 UPenn 

Comp Lit 
396 

South Asian 
and South 
Asian-
American 
Women 
Writers 
(1850-
present) 

This course will present a broad survey of South Asian women’s writing from the early years of the nationalist movement to the 
present. The section on contemporary writing will include works by immigrant and second-generation writers, thereby allowing us 
to compare major themes that appear in the works of women writing in South Asia and in the diaspora. We will take note of 
concerns and questions that surface recurrently in these texts and ask how they are informed by the political and social history of 
the region. Do these writers present themselves predominantly as artists or activists? How is the category of “literature” or “art” 
understood and transformed by women writing in a colonial and post-colonial context? What is the relation between the literary 
and the critical work being produced today by South Asian women, both within and outside the university?  
Beginning with Pandita Ramabai’s short book The High-Caste Hindu Woman (written in the US in 1886), we will go on to read 
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain’s 1905 representation of a feminist utopia, Sultana’s Dream, and selections from the writings of two 
major figures in 20th century Indian writing, Mahadevi Verma (1907-1987) and Lalithambika Antherjanam (1909-1987). Among 
contemporary works we will read Anita Desai’s novel In Custody as well as short stories by Amrita Pritam and Mahasweta Devi. 
Asian-American texts will include Meena Alexander’s Fault Lines, Tahira Naqvi’s Attar of Roses, Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of 
Maladies, Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine, and Anita Rau Badami’s  
Tamarind Mem. A course packet will make available to the students some powerful analyses of gender, caste and class in South 
Asian communities. We will focus in particular on Uma Chakravarti’s “Whatever Happened to the Vedic Dasi,” Tharu and 
Niranjana’s “Problems for a Contemporary Theory of Gender” and “Chaste Identities” from Sunaina Marr Maira’s Desis in the 
House. All readings in English.  

 U of 
Illinois 

 
Film Studies 
V15.0314 
 
cross-list: 
East Asian 
Studies 
 
Cinema 
Studies 

Cinema of 
Asia America 
(Lec) 

This course begins with a critical history of misrepresentation and discrimination of Asians in Hollywood. It then creates an arc of 
study that documents resistance and ultimately an undeniable and empowered presence. The second half of the semester will focus 
on a critical appreciation of contemporary Asian and Asian American film. The course will utilize both screenings and readings and 
will be divided into four areas of concentration: the history of misrepresentation in Hollywood films; the appropriation of Asian 
paradigms by Hollywood; the achievements of contemporary Asian American films; and the achievements of exemplary Asian 
filmmakers who have transcended regional and artistic borders. 

Eric 
Gamalin
da 

NYU 

V15.0502 
 
cross-list: 

Ethnicity and 
the Media 
(Lec) 

This course provides an examination of media images in relation to the making of ethnic and racial identities in the U.S. It 
overviews some of the theoretical approaches to the study of images, paying particular attention to the intersection of history and 
ideologies of representation. Students look into the nature and politics of stereotypes, and inquire into their reproduction through 

Arlene 
Davila 

NYU 
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American 
Studies 

discourses, representations and practices. Students move to a comparative analysis of African American, Latino, Asian, and Native 
American images in the media, looking specifically at changes and continuities in the representation of these four minority groups. 

V15.0800.00
2 
 
cross-list: 
African 
Studies 

Comparative 
Asian/Black 
Cinema 

Focusing primarily on film and television since the 1960s, this course is an introduction to issues in contemporary mass media 
representation and A/PA and Black racial identity. The struggles of Asian/Pacific and Black American communities for better 
quality and/or quantity of representation in the mass media speak volumes about the unfolding of Asian / Pacific and Black 
American identity politics in the last forty years. First focusing some critical attention to the history of visual representation, 
students consider a myriad of issues in the politics of popular culture that include visibility, accountability, role modeling, 
minstrelsy, stereotyping and appropriation. Questions of sexuality, gender and class are also prominent discussion points. Students 
also consider representational interventions in the independent Asian / Pacific and Black American film scene, and how those 
underground interventions compare and contrast to mass mediated work.  

Jason 
King 

NYU 

V15.0314 
 
cross-list: 
Cinema 
Studies 

Cinema of 
Asia/America
: From 
Bicycles to 
Beepers 

How have Asian cities, people, and cultures been represented in Hollywood and Asian cinema? How are these cities, people and 
cultures (Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Seoul, Taipei, Bombay, Jakarta, Bangkok, Hanoi, Manila, and Tokyo) depicted from 
within these Asian cultures and in the United States? How do global economic interests affect migration, labor and Asian peoples, 
cities and cultures? Course participants will have an opportunity to explore representations of Asian megacities from multiple 
perspectives (historical, political, social, economic, and cultural), examining such issues as Asian diaspora, transnationalism, 
colonial, neo-colonial and post-colonial representations, labor, and cultural production. Methods of research will include use of the 
Internet, travel guidebooks, restaurants, Asian ethnic communities, cultural events, film screenings and reading materials. 

Angel 
Shaw 

NYU 

ASAM 390 
Section PF 

Asian 
American 
Studies: Pan-
Chinese 
Cinemas: 
Identity, 
Modernity, 
and 
Globalization 

Meets with Hist/ Cine 200 Topics in Film and History: Pan-Chinese Cinemas: Identity, Modernity and Globalization 
This course deals with the varied and interconnected developments of Pan-Chinese cinemas in China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and 
diasporic Chinese communities in Southeast Asia and North America from the 1920s to today. It approaches Chinese cinemas as 
both a social practice and a vehicle of identity formation in a period characterized by wars, revolutions, economic transformation, 
globalization, and racial politics. The rise of Pan-Chinese cinemas were embedded in a historical context of imperialism and 
nationalism, and their developments have been interwoven with the history of global Chinese diaspora and the vision for cultural 
modernity. These contexts and visions define the themes for this course. Our emphasis is on the institutions and cultural politics of 
film production in the Pan-Chinese world. Course requirements include research paper, film reviews, and class presentations. 

Fu U of 
Illinois 

ASAM 390 
Section KAO 

Asian 
American  
Media and 
Film 

Meets with Comm 291 
An examination of media generally and films and videos more specifically (experimental, documentary, independent, and 
Hollywood features) much of which has been produced by Asian Americans. The course examines these texts in relation to the 
history of Asian Americans, the historical imaging and imagination of Asian Americans, and Asian American class, sexuality, and 
culture more generally. The class includes lectures and discussions. There will also be a screening time, during which various 
films, videos, TV shows, and ads will be shown, in addition to artistic installations available on-line and other materials from the 
world wide web. Through screenings and discussions, we will examine how Asian Americans attempt to construct histories and 
identities; how media, film, and video intersect with developments in Asian American politics and social, artistic, and literary 
movements, and in relation to dominant culture and dominant media/film organizations. Key to the course will be the consideration 
of visual culture's role in producing historical and cultural memory of Asian Americans. Grading will revolve around class 
participation, essay examinations, and essays. Recommended prerequisite: junior standing or higher; one class in cinema studies 
and/or Asian American studies. 

Ono U of 
Illinois 

 
History 
Hampshire Asian 

Americans 
and the Good 
War 

Historians have conventionally dubbed World War II as the watershed years for Americans. The central aim of this course is to 
assess that claim particularly concerning the lives and experiences of Asian Americans. What did World War II mean for Asian 
Americans on the homefront? Did it bring drastic social political and economic changes for Asian Americans as historians have 
claimed? We will consider the racialized political context of the homefront in which the treatment of Japanese Americans and their 
internment revealed far more than simple hatred of the enemy. We will pay particular attention to the geopolitical differences (and 

Lili Kim Hampshir
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similarities) between California and Hawai'i to examine the varied ways and contexts in which Asian Americans experienced the 
crisis of the war. In addition to examining historians' interpretations students will contribute to the task of rethinking World War II 
in Asian American historiography through their own primary research. 

ASAM 
W2130 

Arab-
American 
Immigration, 
Society and 
Culture 

This course examines the history of Arab migration to the U.S. by focusing on three periods: 1875-1945, 1945-early 60's, and late 
60's to present. This multidisciplinary course will explore important political, social, and cultural events that have occurred in the 
Arab world that influenced Arab migration to the U.S. and how the Arabs have evolved at different levels in America, eventually 
leading to the creation of an Arab-American identity. The goal of the course is to provide a wide-ranging framework for the 
understanding of the diverse Arab American communities, including their histories, cultural and literary productions, and 
relationships to other American ethnic commuties. 

Nathalie 
Handal 

Columbia 

V15.0321 
 
cross-list: 
History 
 
East Asian 
Studies 

Asian 
Americans 
and War 

This interdisciplinary survey course will explore social, political, and cultural aspects of the Philippine-American War, World War 
II, Korean and Vietnam Wars, the representation of Asians and Americans in these Pacific wars, and their subsequent effects on 
Asians living in the United States. Course participants will address such questions as -- how have these wars impacted the family 
individuals, collective experience, and constructions of national and cultural identity? How has mainstream American media 
represented the wars in the Pacific in print media, broadcast television, Hollywood films and literature? We will be analyzing 
historical and cultural war contexts, films and videos made by Hollywood producers, independent American documentary 
filmmakers, the U.S. Government, and by alternative Asian Pacific American media artists as a way of gaining critical 
understanding of the intricate ties between media representation, war, and human relations. 

Angel 
Shaw 

NYU 

ASAM 130 Colonialism 
and 
Migration 

Examines Asian migration to the United States by looking at the influence of Western nation-states on Asian nations and peoples. 
The course reviews theories and practices of colonialism and imperialism, and offers detailed analyses of migration patterns and 
trends from Asia since the late 19th century. 

Park UC Santa 
Barbara 

History 214 Asian 
American 
History 

This course is an introductory survey of the history of Asian immigrants and Asian Americans in the United States. We will 
examine the experiences of Asian immigrants and Asian Americans from a historically-grounded, interdisciplinary perspective that 
locates these experiences within the international context of diaspora and labor migration and the domestic context of race 
relations, nation-building and U.S. prominence as a world power. Reaching back to the earliest encounters of Asians with the 
Americas, we will discuss how European imperialism and American expansionism shaped those encounters into a history that is 
often closer in nature to the forced migration of African slaves than to the migration of European settlers. We will examine the 
ways in which images such as the Yellow Peril and the Model Minority have concrete impact on the lived experience of Asian 
immigrants and Asian Americans, and explore their significance in American discourse on race and racial difference. The 
significance of race and ethnicity, class, and gender in the ongoing creation of the American nation and Asian American 
communities will be an important leitmotif throughout this course. Topics include work and labor; nationalism, nativism and anti-
Asian movements, including the internment of Japanese Americans; gender, family and generational change, post-1965 
immigration, global restructuring and Asian American communities; civil rights and the emergence of Asian American identities; 
and Asian Americans and multiculturalism in the so-called post-civil rights era. 

Ji-Yeon 
Yuh 

Northwest
ern 
 

 
Music 
V15.0800.00
1 
 
cross-list: 
V71.0664 
Music 

Asian 
American 
Music 

This is a survey course, for musicians and non-musicians, of Asian American music. Major and emerging artists of Asian American 
rock, hip-hop, classical, jazz, traditional and "non category" music will be introduced, including Kevin So, Jocelyn Enriquez, 
Chinary Ung, Vijay Iyer, At Last, Jamez, Coco Lee, Mountain Brothers, Kenny Endo, Kai, Chou Wen Chung, Welly Yang, Charlie 
Chin, Toshiko Akiyoshi, Cibo Matto, Jon Jang, Hiroshima and Jin Hi Kim. Also non-Asian American artists influenced by Asian 
music, such as John Coltrane, Lou Harrison and John Cage, will be discussed to challenge and extend the definition of Asian 
American music. In addition to the readings and videos, students will participate in a drum workshop with New York Soh Daiko, 
attend concerts, visit a vintage 1940's Orientalist restaurant, and also, Professor Hwang's composition/ recording studio. Guest 
artists, to be announced, will perform for the class and discuss their work. Through this dynamic process, students will experience a 
wide variety of music in terms of creative process, historical context, cross-cultural evolution, and self-relevance. 

Jason 
Hwang 

NYU 
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Political Science 
V15.0327 
 
cross-list: 
Politics 
 
Law & 
Society 
 
Africana 

The 
Constitution 
& People of 
Color (Lec) 

The course examines how the American legal system decided constitutional challenges affecting the empowerment of African, 
Latino and Asian American communities from the 19th century to the present. Topics include the denial of citizenship and 
naturalization to slaves and immigrants, government sanctioned segregation, the internment of Japanese Americans during World 
War II, the prison industry, police brutality, post 9-11 detention issues, and voting rights. Course requirements include attendance 
at a community function involving constitutional issues, a mid-term and an interactive oral and written final project comparing a 
present day issue affecting racial minorities in New York City and proposing measures to collectively address the issue. 

Elizabeth 
Ou 
Yang, 
Esq. 

NYU 

ASAM 244 Asian 
American 
Perspectives 
on 
Government 
Policy 

An examination of a broad range of Asian American issues, using American culture and history as tools in policy making and 
advocacy. 

Tsiwen 
Law 

UPenn 

ASAM 254 Asian Pacific 
Americans 
and American 
Law 

An examination of the treatment of Asian Pacific Islander issues in the American judicial system and the transformation of U.S. 
law brought about by the seeking of legal redress. 

Tsiwen 
Law 

UPenn 

APA 394 Special 
Topics: APA 
Legal History 

This course examines the history of immigration laws, civil rights legislation, and popular trials regarding Asian Americans and 
Pacific islanders since 1790. This social/cultural history class draws upon progressive legal scholarship dealing with race, personal 
legal narratives, and documentary films in order to study a range of "API" experiences within the larger framework of racial 
paradigms in the U. S. The varying political statuses of indigenous Pacific islanders in the twentieth century will also be explored. 

 Arizona 
State 
 

APA 494 Special 
Topics: APA 
Immigration 
& Social 
Justice 

This course explores the causes and consequences of recent Asian and Pacific Islander American immigration to the United States 
and the incorporation of these immigrants and refugees into the American economy and society. The main theoretical debates and 
controversies in the field of immigration will be examined as well as everyday issues facing newcomers. 

 Arizona 
State 
 

APA 494 APA 
Leadership 

This course provides students with a comprehensive and comparative overview and analysis of the history and current formations 
of Asian Pacific American leadership within the United States. The course will cover the long history of leadership, political and 
community resistance, and organizing activities of Asian Pacific Americans from the past to present day. 

 Arizona 
State 
 

ASAM 130 Asian 
Americans 
and Foreign 
Policy 

This course is an introduction to the political, economic, and cultural relations between the United States and Asia and their 
implications for Asian American communities. In analyzing interstate relations, students will gain insight into U.S. policies and 
interests in Asian-Pacific and the interplay of internal and external forces that shaped the Asian American experience and 
influenced the emergence and development of Asian American communities. 

 UC 
Berkeley 
 

 
Psychology 
ASAM 390 
Section SO 

Asian 
American 
Psychology 

Meets with psych 336 
This course provides a survey of psychological experiences of Asian Americans, considering various historical, sociopolitical, and 
cultural influences that shape the identity and well-being of individuals in this diverse population group. We will cover topics 
ranging from Asian American identity and identity developments (including multiracial identity and transracial adoptee identity), 
psychological theories of cultural differences, acculturation and biculturalism, family and parenting, gender roles and gender 
stereotypes, racial stereotypes, impact of racism and stereotypes, academic achievement and career issues, mental health and 
psychopathology, counseling and therapy, to public policy. The course material will synthesize sources from psychology and other 

Okazaki U of 
Illinois 
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social science disciplines, arts and media, and personal narratives. 
ASAM 3 Asian 

American 
Personality 
and Identity 

Cultural values and behavioral norms; ethnic identity development; process of acculturation; family patterns of communication; 
stressors and social support systems; tokenism; symbolic racism; academic achievement; interpersonal effectiveness; and 
culturally-responsive mental health treatment and service delivery. For a description, please click here. 

Kim UC Santa 
Barbara 

V15.0800.00
6 
 
cross-list: 
Psychology 

TOPICS: 
Asian 
Americans of 
Mixed 
Heritage 
(Sem) 

This course explores what it means to be of mixed Asian heritage in 21st century America. The recent prominence of mixed 
heritage Asian/Pacific Americans in the public sphere gestures to the changing demographics of race in America, a reminder that 
race has never been fixed, but is instead socially constructed. Addressing mixed heritage identity involves both the specific 
recognition of particular processes of identity formation and a radical re-thinking of race for the 21st century. Students address the 
following questions: What is "mixed heritage," and what are the historic and social factor by which it is produced? What 
implications do mixed-heritage A/P As have for Asian/Pacific American politics of solidarity? How are mixed-heritage A/P As 
festishized by the media, and in turn, how do we subvert these stereotypes? Lastly, what are the processes by which we can 
articulate and shape our own mixed heritage identities? 

Jennifer 
Chan 

 
NYU 

 
Religious Studies 
AAAS 480e Buddhism, 

Jung, and 
Social 
Change 

Two models of psychological and spiritual development that support both personal transformation and social action and 
engagement. Theory, practice and existential relevance of Buddhism and Jungian psychotherapy to our individual soul work as 
well as to the struggles, dilemmas and disasters that occur within our communities. Issues of projection, the unconscious, 
consciousness, shadow, individuation, neuroses, meditation, attachment, impermanence, compassion, mindfulness, loving kindness 
and enlightenment.  

Glauber SUNY 
Binghamt
on 

AAAS 486a Buddhist 
Ethics 

To many Westerners, some of the most distinctive and appealing doctrines of the Buddhist religion are ethical: its emphasis on 
compassion, nonviolence, and tolerance, on moral concern for animals, and on self-cultivation. But there has been controversy 
about how Buddhist views about particular ethical questions might relate to any more general ethical theory. Through class 
discussions, we will investigate the available evidence about the systematic structure of ethical thought in both the Theravada and 
the Mahayana. Our readings will include secondary sources by Damien Keown and Peter Harvey, selections from the Pali Canon 
and the Sutra on Upasaka Precepts, and works of Buddhist philosophers such as Shantideva and Asanga. All primary readings will 
be in English translation. 

Goodma
n 

SUNY 
Binghamt
on 

 
Sociology 
V15.0800.00
2 
 
cross-list: 
Gallatin 

Mapping 
Identities, 
Imagined 
Communities, 
and the Net 

This course will examine the transformations of notions of the self and communities in relation to networked technologies and 
globalization processes. To what degree have these uses of technologies changed the age-old way in which we've embodied our 
socio-cultural identities? How are computer mediated communities around list serves, chat rooms and 3-D virtual worlds different 
from ideas and practices of individuals and communities that have preceded them? How do these wares compound existing power 
inequities? How do these differences offer new opportunities for liberation and democratization? Using readings, case studies, and 
class projects, students will not only learn to analyze the theoretical ramifications of these transforming techno-social structures, 
they will also learn to use digital technology in actual on-line learning experiences to critique and create virtual spaces on the net. 
Readings may include selections from: novelist William Gibson, sociologist Manuel Castells, cultural critic Stuart Hall, political 
theorist Zillah Eisenstein, cyber-ethnographer Sherry Turkel, and various emergent theorists, designers, and critics of cross-cultural 
and cyber-communications.  

Cristina 
Juan 
 
John 
Kuo Wei 
Tchen 

NYU 

AAAS 385b Consuming 
Interests: 
Sociology of 
Food 

From the first domestication of plants and animals to contemporary debates on genetically-modified food, this course provides a 
bird's eye-view of global history through the prism of food. It examines famine and hunger; preparation and consumption of food 
as a gendered practice; state regulation of food provisioning and quality; eating patterns at home and in restaurants; labor relations 
in the food industry; ethnicity and foodways; and eating disorders, attempts to transform diet into a branch or medicine and 
attempts to resist 'medical imperialism.' It will be structured around the themes of power, identity, and the environment. 
Discussion: Two short papers, each worth 15% of grade; one research paper worth 40%; take-home final, 30%. 

Palat SUNY 
Binghamt
on 
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SOCY 396 Asian 
Americans 
and Social 
Inequalities 

At least since the 1960s, sociology and the other social sciences have largely sidestepped questions of inequality in relation to 
Asian Americans, simplistically and indiscriminately positing them as a &ldquo;model minority.&rdquo; Through open-ended 
discussions of key texts, this course examines various forms of social inequality between Asian American and other groups as well 
as among Asian Americans, including those based on race, gender, class, nationality, and sexuality. 

 U of 
Illinois 

ASAM 201 Contemporar
y Issues in 
Asian 
American 
Communities 

The course provides a critical examination of post-1965 Asian American communities in light of the demographic, social, racial 
and economic trends in both the United States and Asia today. In particular, the course will focus on key themes: the development 
of the Asian American movement and Asian American studies, immigration, settlement and adaptation, politics and coalition 
building, inequality and exploitation, gender and family and religion.  
An important objective of this course is raising students’ awareness of and responsibility to the needs of Asian American 
communities. In addition to assigned readings, students will examine course themes by conducting fieldwork in the greater 
Chicago’s Asian American communities. 

Carolyn 
Chen 

Northwest
ern 

SOCY 224 Asian 
Americans of 
Hawai’i, Past 
and Present 

Hawai'i was home to a majority of "Asian Americans" during the first half of the twentieth century. Hawai'i is currently the only 
state with an "Asian American" majority population. And, Hawai'i is also arguably the most politically progressive state or region 
in the U.S. From various theoretical perspectives, the course examines this singularly significant place in the history and sociology 
of Asian Americans. Topics to be addressed include colonization, labor migration under capitalism, racisms faced by Asians, intra-
Asian divisions, the emergence of an interracial labor movement, radicalism, postwar political mobilization, dynamics of gender 
inequality, social meanings of "Asian American" and "local" identities, and Hawaiian nationalism 

 U of 
Illinois 

ASAM 112 Intimacies in 
Asia America 

Historical, contemporary, and racial conditions that surround the ways in which intimate relations, broadly construed, are 
assembled and produced in Asia America. The course addresses how racial boundaries produce demographic and geographical 
boundaries of sex, love, and eroticism. The course employs transdisciplinary readings including social science empirical research, 
novels, and memoirs.  

Thai UC Santa 
Barbara 

ASAM 139 The “New” 
Second 
Generation 
Asian 
Americans 

Analysis of post-1965 Asian American children of immigrants and/or immigrant children. Examination of diverse childhood 
experiences, including 'brain drain' children, 'parachute' and 'transnational' children, and 'refugee' children. Emphasis on gender, 
class, ethnicity, intergenerational relations, education, sexuality, popular culture, and globalization. For a syllabus, click here. 

Thai UC Santa 
Barbara 

 
South Asian Studies 
ASAM 
W3935 

Locating 
South Asian 
Diasporas 

This course will explore the time-space of "South Asian diasporas" through local, national and transnational perspectives. To 
consider the imaginaries formed through migration as diasporic is already to suggest that peoples on the move see themselves and 
the world within multiple narratives, just as it implies that specific forms of belonging remain powerful long after physical 
dislocations have occurred. 
It is the constituve tension between experiences of multiplicity and desires for unity that will shape our inquiry into the social and 
cultural life of South Asians abroad. 

Sandhya 
Shukla 

Columbia 

AAS 485 
 
cross-listed 
as: 
ENGL 485 

Chutney and 
Eggrolls: 
South/Asian 
American 
Panethnicities 

This course will examine and discuss the emergence and recent explosion of South Asian American literature and research in 
relation to the field of Asian American Studies. We will read some of the recent literature published such as Jhumpa Lahiri's 
Pulitzer prizewinning Interpreter of Maladies as well as examining the historical and political nature of the community of South 
Asians in the U.S. Course material will include mass media, literature, gender and sexuality, history, theoretical essays, and a 
session attendance at the South Asian Studies Conference in Madison in October. We will be using both a comparative approach to 
other ethnic communities within the Asian Pacific American community as well as exploring the complexity of issues within the 
South Asian American community. Course material will include a variety of works by authors such as Chandra Mohanty, Bharati 
Mukherjee, Yen Espiritu, Biju Matthew, Vijay Prasad, Sonia Shah, and Urvashi Vaid. 

S. Davé Cornell 

V15.0800.00
1 
 

Re-imagining 
London Past 
& Present: 

This course will look at representations of the imperial metropolis by writers (chiefly) of South Asian extraction from the 1780s to 
the present day. Students will be encouraged to look at how class, gender, historical context and personal psychology all play large 
and unpredictable roles in shaping writers' perceptions of the capital. The course will strive to counter the critical commonplace 

Sukhdev 
Sandhu 

NYU 
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cross-list: 
Comp Lit 
 
Africana 
Studies 

Black and S. 
Asia 
Movement in 
the post-
Empire 

that all encounters between the 'center' and the 'margin' need be agonistic and fractious. Utopianism, promiscuity and the sheer fun 
of metropolitan life will be among the important and often neglected motifs to which students will pay attention. 

AsAmSt 226 Becoming 
South Asians 

This course examines the history and contemporary issues of people in the United States with ancestry from countries such as 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Through course readings, films, guest lectures, and student projects, the course 
explores global migration patterns, the formation of diverse South Asian communities, and cross-cutting issues of race, ethnicity, 
culture, class, and gender. The course pays particular attention to exploring the history, issues, and resources of South Asian 
communities in Massachusetts.  

Dr. 
Madhuli
ka 
Khandel
wal 

UMass, 
Boston 

 
Southeast Asian Studies 
AsAmSt L-
225 

Southeast 
Asians in 
America 

Focusing on the experiences of Vietnamese. Khmer, Lao, Hmong and ethnic Chinese from Southeast Asia who came to the U.S. 
since 1975, the course addresses topics such as refugee flight and resettlement, adjustment and acculturation, trauma and mental 
health issues, changing family roles, homeland politics, community development, and new generations. (Same course as AmSt/Soc 
L-225; Distribution - H) 

Shirley 
Tang 

UMass, 
Boston 

ASAM 125 Contemporar
y Issues of 
Southeast 
Asian 
Refugees in 
the U.S. 

This course will introduce students to the sociocultural, economic, educational, and political issues facing Southeast Asian refugees 
in the U.S. While the course focus is on the Asian American experience, references will be made to the pre-migration experiences 
and histories of the Southeast Asian refugee groups. The processes and problems in the formulation of refugee programs and 
services in the U.S. also will be addressed in their implications for refugee resettlement and adaptation experience. Emphasis will 
be placed on comparative analyses of the Southeast Asian refugee communities. 

 UC 
Berkeley 
 
 

ASAM 126 Southeast 
Asian 
Migration 
and 
Community 
Formation 

This course will examine Southeast Asian migration and resettlement in the U.S. in the context of the United States involvement in 
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia during the Vietnam War. It will also address the post-war "legacies" and their impact on the 
societies and politics of the three countries as well as neighboring states in the region. Asylum politics and refugee camp 
experiences will be addressed in the discussion of the formation of U.S. resettlement policies and of the adaptation of Southeast 
Asian refugees. 

 UC 
Berkeley 
 

V15.0800.00
2 

History of the 
Filipino 
Diaspora 
(Sem) 

This course studies the history of migration among Filipinos from the time of the Manila-Acapulco galleon trade, to the reform 
movement of the late nineteenth century, American colonization, and current displacements in the wake of globalization. We will 
study the origins of economic disparities in Philippine society and look at how a history of colonization has formed perceptions of 
class, race, identity and nationalism. Diaspora communities in the United States, Japan, Hong Kong, Australia, and Europe will be 
examined for patterns of migration, assimilation, discrimination, and empowerment. Course materials include readings and video 
screenings. For their finals, students will be asked to propose policies for overseas Filipinos, with particular emphasis on migrant 
workers. 

Eric 
Gamalin
da 

NYU 

V15.0800.00
2 

TOPICS: 
Filipino 
American 
Exile and 
Ideas of 
Homeland 
(Sem) 

How is the idea of homeland expressed by Filipino writers, filmmakers, visual artists and performing artists in the diaspora? 
Starting from the premise that there is no specific homeland and that Filipino communities in Europe, Asia, Latin America and 
other locations continue to shape and define that idea, students study the relationship with mainstream American and ethnic 
American communities. In addition, relating expressions of uprootment, assimilation, diversity and difference to Filipino American 
history, the course covers the history of the Filipino diaspora in Europe and America, when "travel" simply became "emigration" 
(focusing on how the American presence in the Philippines exacerbated the phenomenon of "exile," as well as American 
perceptions of the Filipino and the Filipino "home" in American media and literature). 

Eric 
Gamalin
da 

NYU 

 
Theater Studies 
ASAM 390 Asian This class will introduce students to a wide range of movement practices and choreographic projects created by Asian American  U of 
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Section AA American 
Dance 
History and 
Theory 

choreographers and performers. It will look at both social and theatrical forms in order to examine how Asian American artists use 
ideologies of artistic “traditions” and “innovations” to embody cultural heritage, stage political protests, and express artistic 
visions. Meets with Dance 351. 

Illinois 

APA 394 Special 
Topics: APA 
Performance 
Art 

We will approach performance art as writers and performers of topics related to the APA Experience. Although we will read and 
discuss historical, critical, and theoretical perspectives on solo performance, performance art, and the APA Experience, we will 
work to use these ideas in the process of developing our own performance projects: this is a course where writing and performing 
are as important as theory and criticism. We will look at how performance art explores difference: in the areas of gender, sexuality, 
ethnicity, social and political values—particularly as these inform the APA identity. We will explore performative writing and 
perform works written by established artists as well as personal works developed over the semester. 

 Arizona 
State 
 

 
Women’s and Gender Studies 
V15.0604 
 
cross-list: 
WGST 

Genders & 
Sexualities in 
Asian/Pacific 
America 
(Sem) 

This course will look at how gender and sexualities work within Asian/Pacific American contexts. How are constructions of 
masculinity and femininity inherent to Asian/Pacific American individuals and histories? What are various types of queer A/PA 
discourses? Students will have the opportunity to discuss and examine literature, performance, theoretical texts, and film/video. 
This course hopes to look at various methodologies and discourses such as psychoanalysis, ethnography, literary theory, visual 
cultures, sexology, sociology of deviance, and eugenics and the ways in which they can be used to critically engage sites of 
Asian/Pacific America. Themes of the course will include: female masculinities; performativity in identity; labor & gender (focus 
on sex workers & sexual tourism); re-thinking of family/kinship; war and violence; deviance; and Asian/Pacific American history 
and identities. 

Christina 
Bacareza 
Balance 

 
 
 
NYU 

AAAS 472 Chinese 
Women and 
the Family 

The history of the Chinese family from early imperial times, through the imperial period with its male? dominated, family?centered 
ethic, but also with its active literate female population, to the present socialist - and post-socialist - society of the People's 
Republic. Primary attention will be given to changes in the status of women, their sex roles, occupations and power, to the history 
of the women's movement in the 20th century, and to the debate over women's liberation and the socialist revolution.  

Chaffee SUNY 
Binghamt
on 

ASAM 150 Gender and 
Generation in 
Asian 
American 
Families 

The influence of cultural legacy, ethnic background, immigration history, community structure, class and economic status, and 
racism on gender and generational relations in the Asian American family. 

 UC 
Berkeley 
 

ASAM 32 Asian/Asian 
American 
Women in the 
Global 
Economy 

Examination of economic and political systems that affect Asian women's labor in the United States and internationally. Topics 
include: the intersection of race, class, gender, and sexuality; the garment industry; sex industry; and Asian and Asian American 
women's resistance. 

Fujino UC Santa 
Barbara 

 
Other 
V15.0800.00
3 

TOPCS: 
Unspoken 
Narratives in 
Immigrant 
Discourse 
(Se,) 

Students will use research and journalism skills to investigate narratives excluded from current immigrant discourse. These 
narratives may include not only illegal aliens (the obvious topic) but also seamen and marine workers, community taboos and how 
they affect unwed or single mothers, gay relationships, polygamy, etc., Filipina nurses and their relationships with males in the 
community (some of whom merely take advantage of their status and money), Muslim tradition, etc. Students will propose a topic 
for research and investigation at the beginning of the semester and apprise the class of his or her progress in the investigation. Texts 
will be provided to guide research as well as hone investigative skills. Papers will be presented at the end of the semester. 

Eric 
Gamalin
da 

NYU 

V15.0891.00
1 

TOPICS: 
Asian Pacific 
American 

This is a two-credit internship opportunity to work with A/P A youth from New York's five boroughs to organize the annual Forum 
on Asian/Pacific American Youth Culture. Students facilitate workshops and training sessions related to A/P A history, community 
organizing, and leadership development. In addition, students advise APAYA high school youth in their conference organizing and 

Sheelagh 
Cabalda 

NYU 



AASA at Yale                   Spring 2004 
Asian American Studies Task Force 
Research Report 
 

 79 

Youth 
Alliance 
(Sem) 

workshop designs. Theories on youth, identity, and community development will be applied. Prospective registrants are required to 
email sheelagh.cabalda@nyu.edu before registering for the class. 

V15.0450 Cultural 
Diversity and 
Community 
Health 

This course fosters an awareness and understanding of vital issues facing diverse communities and health-related fields in New 
York City. Students explore health matters and examine the patient-provider relationship with respect to cross-cultural issues in 
urban regions throughout the United States. In addition, students discuss how communities negotiate cultural traditions versus 
western medical practices to understand the relationship between mind, body, and spirit in addressing wellness concerns.  

Ananya 
Mukherj
ea 

NYU 

AsAmSt 345 Asian 
American 
Cultures and 
Health 
Practices 

Students examine critical health issues among diverse Asian cultures and communities, including cultural influences on health 
behaviors and practices of Asian Americans, and the relationships between health of Asian Americans and social, political, and 
economic contexts. A field work component enables students to develop culturally sensitive health intervention strategies or 
policies for individuals, families, and communities. 

Dr. Lin 
Zhan 

UMass, 
Boston 

AASI 215 
 
cross-list: 
Allied Health 

Critical 
Health Issues 
of Asian 
Americans 

This course will address health issues affecting Asian American populations; examine gender specific health problems in Asian 
American populations; review the cultural issues in health and healthcare of Asian Americans; and discuss current trends in 
medical practices in Asian American populations. 

Usha 
Palanisw
amy 

UCONN 
 

AASI 216 
 
cross-list: 
AH 

Asian 
Medical 
Systems 

This course examines traditional medical systems and their prevalence in the US. This course discusses the most popular Asian 
medical systems: Ayurveda; traditional Chinese medicine; Chinese, Indian and Japanese herbal medicine; and the values and 
beliefs of the different models. 

Usha 
Palanisw
amy 

UCONN 
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Alphabetical Index of Schools  
  
School Name Page 
“Five College Program”: Amherst, Hampshire, Mount Holyoke, Smith, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst 

1 

Arizona State University 45 
California, Berkeley, University of 51 
California, Davis, University of 53 
California State University, Fullerton 48 
California, Irvine, University of 54 
California, Los Angeles, University of 56 
California, Northridge, University of 57 
California, Santa Barbara, University of 58 
Colorado, Boulder, University of 32 
Columbia University 4 
Connecticut, University of 19 
Cornell University 6 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, University of 33 
Indiana University, Bloomington 25 
Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles 49 
Maryland, University of 37 
Massachusetts, Boston, University of 21 
Minnesota, University of 40 
New York University 9 
Northwestern University, Evanston 27 
Ohio State University 30 
Pennsylvania, University of 23 
State University of New York, Binghamton 15 
Temple University 18 
Texas, Austin, University of 44 
Utah, University of 41 
Wisconsin-Madison, University of 42 
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